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The  Chairman  Writes 
There were plenty of opportunities to listen 

to ‘live’ during music August, even though 

we didn’t have a special event ourselves.  It 

was good to meet up with many of you at 

some of these events to hear the music and 

have a chat. 

You will by now have received the diary of 

events for the coming season and I 

personally think there is a good variety of 

both organs and venues, although we still 

have some to finalise for next spring there 

are discussions in progress. As well as 

going to the ones locally, you might also 

make an effort to go to one or two of the 

events that may be a little further from 

home.  I hope you can support our events. 

Many thanks to Iain Stinson, not only for 

organising our event on Saturday 6 

September but also for taking over as our 

Webmaster.  Ian has plans for further 

improvements to the Association’s Website, 

so do have a look from time to time or you 

may miss something.  Back to the event 

now; members were greeted with 

refreshments on arrival at the Church Hall 

followed by Iain’s illustrated presentation 

regarding the two organs to be visited, 

although by the same builder Iain explained 

the pneumatic actions were quite different.  

We each received an 8 page A4 colour 

illustrated brochure regarding All Saint’s 

Church and its organ and a similar 6 page 

one regarding St. George’s URC.  Thanks 

also to David Stewart, who travelled over 

30 miles to tell us about the United 

Reformed Church and its organ. 

As musicians it seems that life can be 

subject to wide-ranging and rapid mood 

swings.  When the choir sings well or we 

play a piece well, we are successful, when it 

sings badly or we play the occasional 

wrong note, we fail, we can have a 

wonderful service one Sunday and an awful 

one the next. 

We often talk about our vocation or calling.  

Jesus said to his disciples, “You have not 

chosen me, but I have chosen you, and 

ordained you to bear much fruit, fruit that 

will last, so that the Father will give you all 

that you ask in my Name.  This is my 

commandment: Love one another as I have 

loved you.” 

Life is all about relationships and for them 

to grow it has to be a two-way process.  As 

a choir/choirmaster we have a two-way 

relationship; that’s what choir practices are 

all about; the choir responds to the 

choirmaster, and the choirmaster to the 

choir.  But is our relationship with God a 

two-way process? 

God calls us by name, it is an ongoing call.  

“You are the body of Christ,” says St Paul, 

“and each of you is an important part.”  

This is as true today as it was when these 

words were written.  God doesn’t just call 

one part of us, such as our musical 

expertise; he calls all of us, good bits and 

not so good!  It is people that make a 

Church, and the people who must maintain 

and prepare it for the challenges of the 

future that will surely come its way. 

When we take on a job, chorister, 

choirmaster or organist, we want to be 

successful, but our vocation calls us to be 

faithful. This needs constant awareness and 

judgement on our part to enable us to 

maintain a balance between the two. 

It’s easy to get taken in by individual issues 

and some of us have stirred things up a bit 

recently regarding the Association, 

although I believe all have done so with the 

best interest of the Association at heart.  

Are we a ‘religious’ Association?  Perhaps 

not in name but the majority of our 

activities take place in Churches and many 

of us play or sing at church services.  

Therefore, we mustn’t forget that the 

foremost reason that we are associated with 

the Church and its music. It is the 

responsibility of us all to spread the Good 

News about Jesus, which for most of us is 

by our musical offerings. 

We are on the verge of organising a few 

“OPEN CONSOLE PLUS” events, starting 

in November, where in addition to the Open 

Console, well-known local singing teacher, 

Enid Whittle will be sharing her 

experiences and skills in a practical way.  

We will be given a reminder of the basic 

singing principals and techniques to help 

young through to ageing voices, plus a 

short ‘Masterclass’ session.  Please spread 

the word and encourage any singers you 

know to come along, this is an ideal event 

to encourage church choirs or anyone 

interested in singer better to attend – even 

more details next month.    

I look forward to seeing you at some of the 

events that have been organised for the 

months ahead.  In the meantime, if you’d 

like to discuss anything to do with 

CNEWOCA, don’t hesitate to contact me 

on 07939 645688 or by email 

angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

This  Month 
Monday 29 September at 7.30pm 

We pay a return visit 

to St. Peter’s Church, 

Waverton, Near 

Chester, CH3 7QN. 

We will hear a little 

about the history of this 

ancient church with its 

two manual 

Willis/Sixsmith organ, 

now in the care of Keith Edwards. This will 

be demonstrated by resident organist 

Richard Morgan-Jones, followed by an 

open console session. 

Directions – From the Chester and North 

Wales areas, join the A41 at a convenient 

junction then, on reaching Waverton, turn 

off the A41 by the Antiques shop. At the 

cross road, turn right into Common Lane. 

The church is in Village Lane about ¾ mile 

ahead where the road bends sharply.  

Next Month 

Saturday 25 October at 2.30pm 

We visit St. Mary’s Church, Dodleston, Nr. 

Chester.  The origin of the two manual and 

pedal organ is unknown but is thought to 

have originated as a barrel organ.  It was 

refurbished in   by Wirral organ builder 

John Lifton, after being vandalised by 

robbers who broke into the church by 

removing roof slates etc. A new console 

was fitted at this time. 

Subscription Reminder 

The Annual Subscription was due on 

1 September by when 37 had paid. If 

you have not done so already, please let 

Iain Stinson have it as soon as possible 

to avoid the work of producing and your 

receiving a personal “red” reminder slip 

next month. A Membership Badge 

Insert for the 2014/2015 Season is 

enclosed if your subscription was 

received before 15 September.  For 

subscriptions received between 16 

September and 12 October, it will be 

with the October Newsletter. 

http://www.cnewoca.org.uk/


What’s  On  ? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm. 

25 Sept Alexander Hamilton  - Windsor 

  2 Oct Michael Pain – Bolton 

  9 Oct Greg Abrahams – Bishop’s Cleeve 

16 Oct Geoffrey Woollatt 

23 Oct Benjamin Chewter 

Saturday 4 October 9.00am to 9.00pm 

Organ Marathon 

Saturday 11 October at 5.30pm 

RSCM Chester Area Festival 
Directed by Benjamin Chewter with organ 

accompaniment by Geoffrey Woollatt. 
 

St. Andrew’s Church, Tarvin 
Friday 26 September at 7.30pm 

Philip Rushforth 

Friday 17 October at 7.30pm 

Stewart Smith 

(Abbey Gate College) 

Retiring Collection at both events 

Refreshments available 
 

Wesley Church Centre 

St. John Street, Chester 

Tuesdays 12.45pm to 1.30pm 

23 Sep William Green – piano 

30 Sep Jonathan Richards – Guitar 

  7 Oct Pianists from Chethams S of M 

14 Oct Chester C M F Winners 

21 Oct Rachel Hoffman – Cello with 

  Lauren Hibberd – piano 

Retiring Collection 
 

Ellesmere  College 

Saturday 4 October at 3.30pm 

Catherine Ennis 

(Director of Music St. Laurence Jewry. London) 

Gives a recital on the two pipe organs 

Admission £5.00 
 

St. Asaph & St. Cyndeyrn Church, 

Llanasa, CH8 9NE 

Saturday 4 October at 7.30pm 

An Organist Entertains, featuring 

Roger Fisher 
Admission £6.00 

 

St. Mary’s Church, Mold 
Tuesday 23 September at 7.15pm 

Come and Sing New Music 
for Advent and Christmas 

 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

 

 Newsletter  Contributions 

Contributions for the October Newsletter 

are required before 30 September but much 

earlier in the month would be helpful.   

Chester Cathedral 
Saturday 4 October 9.00am to 9.00pm 

Organ Marathon  
This twelve hour musical spectacular will 

kick off the Grand 

Organ Appeal which 

aims to raise the £1m 

needed to re-build 

the world-famous 

138 year old 

instrument. 

Celebrity organist  Nigel Ogden, will play a 

selection of organ classics between 3.30-

4.00pm, with the rest of the day filled with 

the sound of enthusiastic organists from 

around the country, all keen to play Chester 

Cathedral’s famous Grand Organ. Amateur 

organists will be invited to play for a 15, 20 

or 30 minute slot in return for a sponsorship 

of at least £250.  Philip Rushforth says “I 

am anxious that people realise that it is a 

fun day and that their organ playing won't 

be judged in any way at all!” 

Cathedral visitors will be treated to a day of 

music they will never forget as the Grand 

Organ is put through its paces with all 

sponsorship money going into the Appeal.  

In addition to hearing music from what 

Mozart described as “The King of 

Instruments”, there will be the chance also 

to hear the Cathedral Choir sing Choral 

Evensong at 4.15pm. 

The 71 speaking stop organ has been in 

constant use since its rebuild in 1969/1970.  

All the pipes need cleaning and the internal 

actions replaced. With costs ever rising, the 

quicker the £1m can be raised the better. 

Philip Rushforth has asked for 

CNEWOCA members to help with the 

stewarding.  If you can help for a few 

hours contact Bob Owens on 01928 

724088. He has agreed to act as coordinator       

The Ideal Organ 

It has been said that the ideal organ is one 

that has one more stop than the present 

organ.  How about A Nightingale stop? 

When pulled on it lifts two birds above the 

case and rotates them.  The sound is 

produced by pipes placed upside-down in a 

container of fluid.  You can hear this stop 

on the Mander organ in the Lady Chapel in 

Westminster Abbey.  This organ also has a 

Thunder/Drum stop that plays the bottom 

six notes consecutively on the Pedal Organ 

as a left-hand side hitch-down pedal is 

depressed.  Couldn’t one have fun with 

these two stops!!!  

Willis Organs Open Day 

Willis Organs are to hold an open 

day at their factory in Birkett Street, 

Liverpool on Saturday 27th September 

from 11.00 am to 4.00 pm. where work in 

progress can be seen.  Further 

details website www.willis-organs.com 

Grants for Pipe Organs 

The Listed Places of Worship Grant 

Scheme offers grants equal to the cost of 

VAT on pipe organ restoration and new 

pipe organs. Tuning costs are not eligible.  

Invoices for work since October 2013 are 

eligible for the scheme.  The only criteria is 

that the building in which the organ is 

housed must be a Listed Place of Worship.  

For full details visit Website - 

www.lpwscheme.org.uk 

A Welsh Premiere 
Robin Newby writes, John Hosking told me 

recently that Martin Baker gave him a hard 

time during his three year stint as Organ 

Scholar at Westminster Abbey.  However, 

Martin, now Director of Music at 

Westminster Cathedral, commissioned  

John to write a work that he could "tour 

with new music to a wide variety of 

audiences". That work was, “Hommage á 

Paris”, which Martin premiered earlier this 

year.  On Wednesday 6 August, John 

included the work in his programme when 

he gave the monthly recital in St. Asaph 

Cathedral.  John says that the work is based 

on the ‘possible’ works of Vierne, Dupré, 

Saint-Saens, Widor and Cochereau,  The 5th 

Mov. Final, perhaps the glory of John's 

composition, brought the house down; the 

large audience gave their overwhelming 

approval in the usual manner.  John’s 

recital had opened with Widor’s Symphony 

No.5 in F minor Op.42 No.1. 

Bangor Cathedral 
Following the resignation of Director of 

Music Graham Eccles, Paul Booth, 

previously Director of the Girls’ Choir, has 

been appointed Director of Music and 

Martin J. Brown, previously Assistant 

Organist, has been appointed as Organist.  

Kenneth Rigby  -  RIP 
We were sorry to learn, only late last 

month, of the death of our long standing 

member Kenneth Rigby, a former member 

of the North Wales Association, who died 

earlier this year.       

We express our condolences to his widow. 

Membership List 
Delete – Cecelia Murphy, David Jackson 

and Jacqui Blore 

Add – Dennis Jones, 92, Rowlands 

Heights, Chester, CH1 3BD – Telephone 

01244 347950, Mobile 07981 841617, 

Email – dennisjones1937@yahoo.co.uk  

Freelance organist. 

Amend – Alex McMillan Email - 

alexmcmillanorganist@hotmail.com 

Mobile 075912 24575, 

Bob & Linda Owens – Email -

linhoole@aol.com 

Max Ryvar  Email  maxryvar@yahoo.com 
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