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This  Month 

 
On Saturday 24 October at 2 pm we visit St 

Mary the Virgin at Eccleston. There is 

neither rector nor organist there at the 

moment although a rector has been 

appointed and will take up the appointment 

before Christmas. Temporary organist 

cover has been arranged up to Easter next 

year so I will provide a history of the 

Church, which was built by the then Duke 

of Westminster and dates back to 1899. 

Following that I will provide a 

demonstration of the two manual Gray and 

Davison after which there will be the  usual 

open console. It is hoped to arrange 

refreshments in the village hall. For those 

travelling from North Wales take the A55 

to the outskirts of Chester then leave at the 

A483 turnoff - turn right onto the A483 

towards Wrexham. If you haven't been 

there recently the road layout has changed. 

Keep left as you will then turn left at the 

lights then immediately left again onto 

Rake Lane. After a mile you enter the 

village - the road bears to the right - go 

straight on and you will see the Church on 

the left. Anyone approaching from Chester 

via the A483 go straight over the A55 and 

then follow the directions above - similarly 

if you are on the A55 and approaching from 

the east leave at the A483 exit and follow 

the directions as above. If you are travelling 

from the centre of Chester then you need to 

get onto Eaton Road Handbridge for a 

couple of miles then left at the T junction 

then, as above,  keep left as the road bears 

to the right.  Anyone approaching from 

Wrexham on the old road turn right on to 

Rake Lane after the entrance to Eaton 

Hall/Grosvenor Garden Centre. Anyone 

approaching from Wrexham on the A483 

turn right at the first set of lights then left 

onto Rake Lane.  RJ 

Next Month 
An event not to be missed  - on 28 

November we visit Liverpool Metropolitan 

Cathedral.  

 

The  Chairman  Writes 
For some of us, we are now settling into the 

‘winter’ routine, be that due to things 

relating to the school year, or just because 

the nights are drawing in.  We had two 

events in September, the first being a visit 

to 2 churches in West Kirby, starting at the 

Methodist Church and then a lovely walk 

through the park to get to St Bridget’s.  Our 

second event in September took us to the 

beautiful Parish Church of St Eurgain & St 

Peter, Northop.  We received a very warm 

welcome and were given a most interesting 

talk about the substantial history of the 

church and more recently, the organ itself, 

before members accepted the opportunity to 

play the organ. 

A programme of events was given in the 

September Newsletter, which included four 

Cathedral visits.  When we were at 

Northop, several members from ‘up the 

coast’ said that they were looking forward 

to the opportunity of playing the 

magnificent organs in the two Liverpool 

Cathedrals.  I hope that our members from 

Chester and the Wirral with have a similar 

enthusiasm to travel when we make our 

way for a Saturday afternoon visit to Rhyl 

in December and to St Asaph on the second 

May Bank Holiday, where we will be 

guaranteed a warm welcome by Alan 

McGuiness. 

Some of you like to know dates of our 

meetings well in advance, and the majority 

of these were given in September’s 

Newsletter.  However, even knowing the 

dates, I wonder how many of you would be 

willing to commit now to attending the 

events planned as far ahead as April and 

May 2016?   

We have several new members on the 

Committee and I hope you will appreciate 

that it takes time to settle in, particularly for 

Officers of the Association.  Please support 

these members who have volunteered to 

help me promote our Organists’ & 

Choirmasters’ Association in a positive 

light, as it’s amazing how positive 

comments can spread and arouse interest.  

Hopefully the Association’s Officers will 

be happy to continue at next year’s AGM, 

and with that in mind, I hope that planning 

for the 2016/17 programme will be 

finalised before the AGM.  Your 

Committee will respond to requests, but if 

we don’t receive any, you are leaving the 

choice to them.  I’ve already had 

suggestions that we should arrange to visit 

the Cavaillé–Coll in Warrington, and also 

to Blackburn and Bangor Cathedrals.  If 

such venues would be of interest to you, 

please let me know as I would feel more 

assured in arranging such visits if members 

would express their interest in attending. 

As previously mentioned, the Association is 

going through a period of change, and some 

members have yet to renew their 

membership.  If you can get the Newsletter 

via the website and almost all our meetings 

our open to the public, perhaps you’d tell 

me why you want to be a member of the 

Association?  In addition, please share your 

thoughts on what we need to do to attract 

new members.  

There were lots of other things I wanted to 

include in this article; however, we seem to 

have focused on Programme, Officers/ 

Committee and Membership – all 

significant factors for the continuation of 

the Association. 

I look forward to seeing you at some of the 

events that have been organised for the 

months ahead.  In the meantime, if you’d 

like to discuss anything to do with 

CNEWOCA, don’t hesitate to contact me 

on 07939 645688 or by e-mail 

angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

 

Membership Secretary Writes 
Membership Badge Inserts are prepared as 

subscriptions are received and are sent to 

you in the next mailing.  If you have not 

received your Badge Insert for the 2015/16 

Season, perhaps you have overlooked 

renewing your membership, in which case a 

red reminder slip is attached to the front of 

this Newsletter. Should you have posted 

your Subscription within the last week your 

Badge Insert will be included in the 

November mailing.  If there is no reminder 

slip, then all is well and I thank you for 

your prompt payment and continued 

support.  

http://www.cnewoca.org.uk/


What’s  On  ? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm 

22 Oct Benjamin Chewter 

29 Oct Roger Fisher 

  5 Nov Benjamin Chewter 

12 Nov Graham Eccles 

19 Nov Philip Rushforth 

26 Nov Andrew Wyatt 
 

Bangor Cathedral 
Tuesday 10 November at 1.10pm 

Martin J. Brown 
Resident Organist 

Retiring Collection 
 

The Wesley Church Centre 

St. John Street, Chester 

Tuesdays at 12.45.pm 

27 Oct Rachel Johnson (Flute) and 

            Jemima Palfreyman (Piano) 

  3 Nov Rachel Hoffman (Cello) and 

     Lauren Hibberd (Piano) 

10 Nov Instrumentalists  Chetham’s Sof M 

17 Nov Winners – Chester Competitive 

     Music Festival 

24 Nov William Green (Piano) 
 

St Andrew's Tarvin 
Friday 20 November 

John Evans 
Hamilton St Methodist Church 

Retiring Collection  
 

 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

 

Two of the Best Pass On 
Two of the country’s eminent Choirmasters 

and Organists died within a few days of 

each other. 

Firstly, on 17 September 

2015 Sir David Willcocks 

at the age of 95. He was 

Director of the King’s 

College, Cambridge choir 

from 1957 to 1974, during 

this period he became 

famous for his arrangements of Christmas 

carols for the Festival of Nine Lessons and 

Carols. Many of these were published in 

Carols for Choirs, the first one containing 

the Order of Service as used in King’s 

College and adopted by very many 

churches and is still used today by 

“traditional” churches  

Ronald Frost died 

unexpectedly on 30 

September at the age of 82.  

A past tutor at the Royal 

Northern College of Music 

from where in 2001, he 

retired after completing 50 years unbroken 

association with the College as a student 

and tutor, latterly as Principal Organ Tutor. 

He was Director of Music at the 

Manchester City Centre Church of St. Ann 

from 1978 until last year, during which 

time he gave more than 1050 organ recitals. 

One of his Organ Scholars there was none 

other than our own Graham Eccles. In 

recognition of his service to church music 

he was made a Lay Canon of Manchester 

Cathedral on 13 March 2011.  

Keraulophon 
Not very often seen but appears on the 

swell organ of St Phillip's Kelsall. The 

origin of the word is from the Greek keras 

meaning horn   plus aulos meaning reed 

instrument like an oboe followed by the 

English word phone but elsewhere the 

origin is described as purely Greek with the 

three elements meaning horn, pipe and 

voice. Authorities disagree as to the origin 

of this stop. The earliest source to mention 

it states that it was invented by Gray & 

Davison and first used in 1843 in the organ 

of St. Paul's, Knightsbridge, London, 

England. Another dates the invention of this 

stop-name from around 1920 by Gray, 

noting that this type of stop had long been 

known by other builders. Another source, 

however, states that the name was 

occasionally used by German builders in 

the late 1700's for both flue and reed stops, 

and it is also reported that in continental 

Europe it was a variety of Basset-Horn. 

Elsewhere it is described as a diminutive 

Horn Diapason, using holes instead of slots; 

or a Salicional with a hole at the top.  

The Keraulophon was popular during the 

second half of the 19th century; in 1888 it 

was reported that it was “much used in 

large new organs” but in 1905 it was 

reported that the stop was rapidly becoming 

obsolete, Audsley (about whom I will write 

in a future newsletter) laments (in 1921) its 

demise, and by 1923 Bonavia-Hunt 

(founder of the Trinity College of Music) 

states that “the real article is not now made, 

the effect being produced by slotting a 

dulciana or salicional pipe”. The tone of the 

Keraulophon it most often described as 

“reedy” or “horny”.  

 

Parr Hall Cavaillé - Coll Organ 

John mentions a proposed visit to 

Warrington. Ray Harper has written as 

follows: 

"It is not long ago that the Warrington 

Borough Council wanted to throw-out the 

Cavaillé-Coll organ from the Parr Hall but 

it was saved temporarily by a stay-of-

execution.  Now the organ has been 

awarded BIOS Grade 1 status. Michael 

Wynne, Director of Music at St. Mary’s 

Church, Warrington, has re-launched his 

Go-Petition to have the organ moved from 

the Parr Hall to St. Mary’s Church. For 

further details visit http://org-

rev.com/ccorgparr" 

 

New Home for Father Willis 

Organ 
The 1891 Father Willis organ originally in 

St. Mark’s Church, Birkenhead, has been 

restored, enlarged and installed in 

Hooglandes Kerk,  Leiden, Netherlands by 

Henry Willis & Sons Ltd., where it forms 

the greater part of the Romantic organ so 

necessary for the accompaniment of the 

English Repertoire sung by the Leidse 

Cantorij.    

 

Winter Cometh 

BST ends at 2.00am on 25 October.  

Put all your non self-adjusting time 

pieces BACK  ONE  HOUR before 

retiring to bed on Saturday 24 October 

unless you want to arrive at church an 

hour too early!! 

 

Newsletter  Contributions 

Contributions for the November Newsletter 

are required before 31 October but much 

earlier in the month would be helpful.  

Email appreciated but hard copy just as 

acceptable. It’s never too early to send the 

PO articles and the details of events you 

organise, the latter from the last week in 

November up to the end of December being 

required before 31 October, as are flyers 

(90 required) for inclusion in the October 

mailing.  
Membership List 

ADD – Richard (R.G.) Jones Maes y 

Pandy, Pontfadog, Llangollen, LL20 7AH - 

Tel: 01691 712657 - Mobile: 07967 541559 

– Enthusiast – E-mail rich.jones157 

@yahoo.co.uk 

AMEND – Norman Rimmer change 

house number from 32 to 33. 

Tony Ferguson amend address to 1, Burton 

Gardens, Weobley, HEREFORD, HR4 8SR 

Tel: 01544 318176 

Charles Jones – amend appointment to 

read Chorister & Assistant Organist, Holy 

Trinity, Llandudno. – add Mobile 07984 

738872 

Richard Ablitt – amend address to read 65, 

East Parade, RHYL, LL18 3AR – Tel: 

01745 338921 

Graham Eccles – amend e-mail to read 

grahameccles@gmail.com 

Simon Russell – add to appointments 

RSCM Coordinator, North of England. 

Brian Moate – amend appointment to read 

Organist West Kirby Methodist Church and 

Heswall Methodist Church (occasionally) 

Mike Edwards – amend e-mail to read  

rails@talktalk.net 

DELETE – Paul Bullen, Dennis Jones,  

Ray Williams and  Frank Woodward 

http://www.organrecitals/
http://www.organstops.org/b/BassetHorn.html
http://www.organstops.org/h/HornDiapason.html
http://www.organstops.org/s/Salicional.html
http://www.organstops.org/d/Dulciana.html
http://www.organstops.org/s/Salicional.html
http://org-rev.com/ccorgparr
http://org-rev.com/ccorgparr
mailto:grahameccles@gmail.com

