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Newsletter – November 2021 
Welcome to our November 2021 newsletter.  We hope that you find it 
interesting and that it may prompt you to write something for the next edition!  

The programme for 2022 will be sent out with the December Newsletter.  There 
is no meeting in December. 

Our next event  
Saturday 20th November 2:00pm to 4:00pm: Workshop- Singing the Psalms in 
Worship, Our Lady of the Rosary, Buckley. [CH7 2AF]. 

The workshop will explore many different ways that Psalms may be sung as a 
part of our worship.  It will briefly look how Psalms have been used in worship 
since the time of Christ and how they are used across different denominations 
and traditions today.  We shall listen to some recordings of psalm singing and 
attendees will have the opportunity to try singing some Psalms themselves.  It is 
hoped that those who participate in the workshop will be able to take away 
some ideas about using the Psalms which they could try out at their own 
churches.   

Please invite any singers who may be interested to come along and join us for 
this “interactive” workshop.  All the music needed for the workshop will be 
provided.  There will lots of opportunity to sing!   

Membership renewal 
This is underway.  If you have renewed your membership already, then “thank 
you”.   

If you’ve not yet returned your completed form and payment to our 
membership secretary, please do so urgently.  If you can’t find the form, then 
you can download one to complete from the website from the Membership 
section or you can use the copy of the form included at the end of this 
newsletter.   

If you are not already a member, please go to the website for details of how to 
join or contact the Membership Secretary. 
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Being a member of the Association supports the programme for the season, 
funds the production and distribution of the newsletter, pays our affiliation fee 
to the Incorporated Association of Organists, funds the donations we make to 
the venues (usually churches) we visit and so on. 

Our membership season runs from September through to the following August 
and subscriptions are due on September 1st.  The membership fee for 2021-
2022 is £15 and includes the IAO affiliation fee. 

Our constitution sets the deadline for the receipt of membership fees as the end 
of November.  If you don’t renew by that date, we are sorry, but you will no 
longer be a member of the Association and will not receive any further 
correspondence from us.  Please renew your membership and continue to 
support the Association. 

Organ Composition Competition - 2021  
Manchester Organists’ Association announces its first organ music composition 
contest, searching for five to seven winning entries to be published in a 
Manchester Organists’ Anthology.  Compositions should not exceed five 
minutes in length, should be playable by organists of moderate training and 
ability, and should be usable for church as well as concert or recital.  

There are two categories: under 18 and over 18 with a winning cash prize of 
£150.00 in each category.  The final date to submit your entry is Friday, 31st 
December 2021 (by 5:00pm).  

Further details and an entry form may be obtained from Marc Murray, the 
Secretary of the Manchester Association (email: marcm1969@gmail.com  
Mobile: 07503 728 491). 

Touring organs 
Going on tour for most organists is only a matter of taking your music and 
shoes!  However, for some the experience is a little different. 

G.T. Pattman’s Travelling Organ, 1916 
George Thomas Pattman was born in 1875 and held organist posts in 
Scarborough, Bridlington and Glasgow.  In 1916 he decided to enter the world 
of entertainment and Harrison and Harrison were persuaded to build a 
travelling pipe organ for him.   

The instrument had three manuals and pedals with 28 speaking stops.  It had a 
draw-stop console and an attached grand piano played from the bottom 
(fourth) manual.  The instrument was built in sections and transported from 
place to place in six railway trucks and delivered to the theatre using a specially 
built lorry.  Apparently the general running expenses were around £200 per 
week (a huge amount of money in 1916).   

mailto:marcm1969@gmail.com
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The organ’s first engagement was in the London Coliseum in November 1916.  
It’s life on the road was fairly short and by 1924 the organ was put up for sale.  
It was sold to a gentleman in Harrogate and upon his death was rebuilt in 1940 
for the chapel in Durham School.  Pattman went to be a noted theatre organist. 

 
 

 
[The Harrison Story, Lawrence Elvin.] 

“Gulliver” 
Many will know the story of Johnathan Swift’s Culliver’s Travels, well "Gulliver" 
is the name given to a mobile pipe organ, a traveling instrument in search of 
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new forms of concerts and shows, new repertoire, new audiences.  Henri-Franck 
Beaupérin is the titulaire of the great organ of Sylvanès abbey.  He is very 
interested in organ building and its future, and he is the designer of “Gulliver,” a 
computer-assisted modular organ.   

The use of innovative 
techniques has made it 
possible to dissociate its 
elements and reduce its 
dimensions in order to 
make it transportable.  
Its twenty modules may 
be sited in various 
configurations and in 
direct visual and acoustic 
contact with the 
audience. 
Whilst the sound does 
indeed come from the 
blown pipes of an 

authentic pipe organ, the internal mechanisms have given way to computerized 
transmission. The software, compatible with the MIDI standard, gives musicians 
a fluidity and variety in the use of timbres that go far beyond the uses to which 
they have been accustomed for generations by the practice of the traditional 
instruments of our churches. 
Since its inauguration in July, the Gulliver organ has been touring France.  
Details of the tour, and of Henri Franck Beaupérin may be found at 
https://beauperin.fr/en/ and on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/LOrgue-Gulliver-102266285286708 .  Details about 
the organ (in French) may be found at 
https://beauperin.fr/Gulliver%20orgue.pdf.  

 

https://beauperin.fr/en/
https://www.facebook.com/LOrgue-Gulliver-102266285286708
https://beauperin.fr/Gulliver%20orgue.pdf
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The International Touring Organ (ITO) 
Cameron Carpenter designed and commissioned the International Touring 
Organ (ITO), Opus 8 of the Marshall and Ogletree company, a one-of-a-kind, 
customized, “full-scale portable organ sonically tailorable to any acoustic 
environment”.  It took ten years and cost $2 million to build.  Since its premiere 
in March 2014, Carpenter no longer must learn a new instrument for every 
performance which he characterized as maddening, and he now tours 
worldwide to venues that have never had an organ.   This is a digital organ, not a 
pipe organ. 

 
 

 
The story of the ITO is the subject of the 2015 documentary "The Sound of My 
Life".   You can find details about the ITO at 
https://www.marshallandogletree.com/opus-8---international-touring-organ 

There are links to the specification and to a video about the organ. 

  

https://www.marshallandogletree.com/opus-8---international-touring-organ
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Remembered from the vestry of a local church, and found on 
the Internet 
To be sung to the tune “Aurelia”. 

This organ needs rebuilding. 
   It’s got beyond a joke— 
A lily long past gilding, 
   A pig not worth a poke. 
I cannot play my Reger; 
   I cannot play my Bach. 
What is there left to live for? 
   Ye herald angels, hark! 
 
The pedal board is sticking, 
   The manuals as well, 
And I am tired of kicking 
   The so-called trigger swell. 
The noisy tracker action 
   Is fastened up with string. 
We even have a patch on 
   A herald angel’s wing.  
 
The open diapason 
   Is jolly nearly shut, 
And someone’s drawn a face on  
   The place where music’s put. 
Our proudly labelled Trumpet 
   Was only ever planned— 
So, blow your own, and lump it, 
   Ye herald angels grand. 
 

If only by next Advent 
   They’d try to raise the cash, 
I’d organise a pageant, 
   Or something just as rash. 
It seems the angel chorus 
   At Christmastide may sing, 
But from our organ porous 
   You will not hear a thing. 
 
Oh with what indignation, 
   Oh what with malice dire, 
The faithful folk will gaze on 
   The a capella choir. 
‘The silly fool has bust it’, 
   They’ll chunter, and they’ll say 
‘We need it, though we cussed it, 
   On herald angel day’  
 
This parable is written 
   For all who really ought 
To jolly up those smitten 
   With penny-pinching thought, 
So that, with faces gay then, 
   You’ll have your Christmas fling, 
And hear the organ play when 
   The herald angels sing. 

Unknown 

Contributed by Katriona Moulton 

Chester Cathedral Lunchtime Organ Recitals 
Thursday November 18th - Alexander Palotai (Chester Cathedral) 
Thursday November 25th - John Hosking (Runcorn) 
Thursday December 2nd - David Holroyd (Liverpool) 
Thursday December 9th - Alexander Palotai (Chester Cathedral) 
Thursday December 16th - Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral) 
Thursday December 23rd - Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral) 
Thursday December 30th - John Hosking (Runcorn) 
The recitals start at 1:10pm  
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CNEWOCA Officers and Committee Members 

Chairman: Tony Warren 
ndtl3@yahoo.co.uk 
Deputy Chairman: John Evans 
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 
General Secretary: Katriona Moulton 
katriona.moulton@outlook.com 
3 Quarry Hill, Farndon, Chester. CH3 6NR  
Treasurer:  Ethan Henshaw 
ethan.henshaw@mail.uk 
Membership Secretary: Mike Edwards 
rails@talktalk.net 
5 Bradford Street, Chester, CH4 7DE 

 
 
Committee Members 
Quentin Bellamy    
    dqbellamy@yahoo.co.uk 
Bob Owens  
    linhoole@aol.com 
Iain Stinson  
    iain@stinson.org.uk 
James Treloar  
    (jamestreloar83@gmail.com) 
 

Newsletter contributions: newsletter@cnewoca.org 
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