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This Month 

 
 

This month an event not to be missed, being 

the visit to the Liverpool Metropolitan 

Cathedral and the four manual Walker 

organ that was installed in 1967. 

 
 

Whilst at school I studied architecture, and 

in 1966 I travelled from Eccles to Liverpool 

to have a look at and photograph this 

modern Cathedral. The Cathedral had not 

been completed and there was no access 

inside. Having looked at the NPOR website 

I find that there are three instruments in the 

building. In addition to the Grand organ,  

there is a “box organ”. This one manual 

organ of three stops was built by Kenneth 

Tickell & Company who are based in  

Northampton.  It was designed for use as a 

solo and accompanying instrument, played 

regularly for services in the Cathedral´s 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel and as a 

continuo instrument for the orchestral 

masses sung liturgically throughout the year 

in the Cathedral. The organ can be divided 

into two parts for easy transportation. 
The Crypt Chapel houses an organ 

originally built by the Liverpool organ 

building company of Rushworths in 1931 

and transferred from the redundant Church 

of St Patrick, Widnes in 1999. It is a two 

manual with tracker action and replaced a 

two manual Hill that had been in the 

convent of Notre Dame. I don’t know to 

where that instrument was transferred. 

Perhaps we will discover on the day. 

 

The Chairman Writes 
When did you see your first Christmas 

decorations, or perhaps you’ve managed to 

avoid them so far!  I remember seeing my 

first Christmas decorations back in August, 

but as I’m writing this article, Christmas is 

less than six weeks away and our Christmas 

event is even closer, being on Saturday 12th 

December.   

I would like to begin by thanking Bob 

Jones for all his efforts arranging our 

October meeting to the beautiful Parish 

Church in Eccleston, Chester and then 

demonstrating the organ for our members 

and for providing the refreshments!  I 

would love to visit this church someday but 

I was on a cruise ship on this occasion! 

Our November meeting sees us heading to 

Liverpool for a visit to the Metropolitan 

Cathedral.  I am very grateful to Richard 

Lea for giving us this great opportunity to 

hear and play this wonderful instrument.  

Richard has offered to arrange some car 

parking for us, however, you will have to 

provide me with your car registration 

number in advance if you want to be 

guaranteed a place (phone me on 07939 

645688 or e-mail angiejohnevans@ 

uwclub.net).  Please do your best to attend 

and let me know if transport is a problem. 

I am once again going to ask you to 

appreciate that the officers of the 

Association are new and still feeling their 

way.  If the Association is to move forward 

we must all support them and accept that 

they may wish to do their job in a different 

manner to their predecessors. 

Priorities are changing - it seems 

increasingly difficult for Churches and 

voluntary organisations to attract people 

with commitment to take on duties on a 

regularly basis.  We can see this when we 

look at the small number of Churches who 

have a regular organist.  Although this is 

the case, most Churches still manage to find 

someone to play each Sunday, usually on a 

rota basis, and there are still people learning 

to play the organ.  What is that stops you 

folk who regularly play the organ at 

different churches each week taking on ‘the 

organist’s job’ at a single church?  Could 

this also be the reason why finding a church 

with a choir is now a pleasant surprise?  I 

look forward to a few responses from you, 

particularly those of you who travel round 

different churches playing the organ – 

where do you consider being your spiritual 

home? 

Do any of you have a piece of music that 

you think needs a wider audience?  If you 

have found a ‘hidden gem’ that you think 

other members would like to hear and/or 

play, perhaps we could make the details 

available to other members via the 

Newsletter?  And whilst mentioning the 

Newsletter, Bob would be grateful for 

articles, so perhaps this is one way you 

could make a contribution.  I’ll start the ball 

rolling by suggesting you get a copy of 

Maria Theresia von Paradis’ SICILIENNE 

for Organ, arranged by Charles Macdonald 

and published by Banks Music 

Publications.  This is a relatively easy piece 

with a slightly sombre melody line, 

accompanied on another manual plus 

pedals.  

I hope you will come along and support our 

events in the months ahead.  If you’d like to 

discuss anything to do with CNEWOCA in 

the meantime, don’t hesitate to contact me 

on 01244-674878 or by e-mail 

angiejohnevans@uwclub.net. 

 

Next Month 
We visit the Christian Centre in Rhyl on 

Saturday 12th December at 2pm. The 

December newsletter will be published 

early so as to give full details. 

 

Newsletter Contributions 

Contributions for the December Newsletter 

are required before 20th November but 

much earlier in the month would be helpful.  

E-mail appreciated but hard copy just as 

acceptable.  It’s never too early to send the 

PO articles and the details of events you 

organise, the latter from the 2nd week in 

December up to the end of January being 

required before 20th November, as are flyers 

(90 required) for inclusion in the December 

mailing.  

http://www.cnewoca.org.uk/


What’s  On  ? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm 

Nov 26 Andrew Wyatt 

Dec   3 Benjamin Chewter 

Dec 10 Andrew Wyatt 

Dec 17 Philip Rushforth 
Admission £5.45, concessions £4.50. Also 10 Adult 

tickets for £40.00, 10 Concessionary tickets for 

£35.00. Accompanied children under 16 free 

Sunday 29th November at 6.30pm 

Advent Carol Service  

Waiting for God’s Reign 

Collection 

Saturdays 12th and 19th December  

at 7.30pm 

 On Christmas Night 
The Cathedral Choir presents a concert of 

Christmas Carols, old and new. 

Directed by Philip Rushforth with organists 

Benjamin Chewter and Andrew Wyatt 

Admission -  Adults £10.00 to £17.50 

Children £5.00 
 

St. Asaph Cathedral 
Sunday 29th November at 3.30pm 

Advent Procession by Candlelight 

Sunday 13th December at 6.00pm 

Choral Evensong with 

Carols by Candlelight 
 

Wesley Church Centre 
St. John Street, Chester 

Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts 12.45pm 

Nov 24 William Green – Piano 

Dec   8 Brian Heald – Piano 

Dec 15 Tom Blomfield (Oboe) and  

        John Gough (Piano) 

Dec 22 Claire Heald (Contralto) and  

        Brian Heald (Organ)  

Retiring Collection 
 

Bangor Cathedral 
Tuesday 8th December at 1.10 pm 

John Hosking 
Retiring Collection 

 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

 

Flute Triangulaire 
Prior to our visit to the Methodist Church in 

West Kirby I wrote about the Sylvestrina. It 

was a toss up between that stop or the Flute 

Triangulaire which appears on the same  

instrument. |I wondered if this was actually 

triangular in shape – well, it is an open 

wood Flute of triangular cross-section and 

wide mouth, at 16' or 8' on the manuals, 

usually the latter. The tone is hollow and 

dull and not so prominent as that from the 

Hohlflöte. The octave harmonic is strong, 

as well as the fundamental. Its firm, quick, 

neutral-coloured speech can support the 

Diapasons and other flutes well. 

Undoubtedly, the softer, higher-pitched 

overtones are absorbed in the more acute 

angles of these pipes. The decrease in scale 

caused by building only three walls tends to 

increase the number of higher overtones. 

Probably the decrease in scale overrides the 

effect of the absorbing sharp angles, at least 

in the smaller scales and smaller high-

pitched pipes of the stop. This tone is 

subdued compared to that of a quadrangular 

Hohlflöte. 

 

George Ashdown Audsley 

In the last newsletter I wrote about the 

Keraulophon and I referred to Audsley who 

lamented its demise and I said I would 

expand in a future newsletter. George 

Ashdown Audsley (September 6, 1838 – 

June 21, 1925) was born at Elgin, and in 

addition to being an accomplished architect, 

artist, illustrator, writer and decorator, he 

was also a pipe organ designer and is best 

known today for having designed the 

Wanamaker Organ in Philadelphia. 

Audsley's interest in the pipe organ was 

largely fueled by early experiences hearing 

W. T. Best at St. George's Hall, Liverpool. 

Audsley wrote numerous magazine articles 

on the organ early in his career, and as early 

as the 1880s was envisioning huge 

instruments with numerous divisions each 

under separate expression, in imitation of 

the symphony orchestra. The Los Angeles 

Art Organ Co. had Audsley design the 

world's largest organ they were building for 

the St. Louis Exposition of 1904. This 

instrument eventually was purchased for the 

John Wanamaker Store in Philadelphia, PA, 

where it is today known as the Wanamaker 

Organ. In 1905, Audsley published the 

monumental two-volume The Art of Organ-

Building as an attempt to position himself 

as the pre-eminent organ designer in the 

US. The lavish work includes numerous 

superb drawings done by Audsley and is 

still consulted today, although organ 

fashions have evolved in many directions in 

the ever-fluid, passion-driven world of 

music. He was an early advocate of console 

standardisation and radiating concave pedal 

keyboards to accommodate the natural 

movement of human legs. Unfortunately, 

his plan to develop the profession of "organ 

architect" as a consultant to work in 

consultation with major builders in 

achieving a high-art product was short-

lived. Few commissions for pipe organs or 

buildings came his way, and few organs 

were built to high-art standards. In 

subsequent years, he wrote several works, 

one of which was published posthumously, 

that were essentially shortened forms of his 

1905 organ building book, updated to 

comment on controversies of the day and 

the rapid advances in applying electro-

pneumatic actions and playing aids to the 

craft. The National Association of 

Organists (now defunct) bestowed an 

Audsley medal in his Honour. 

 

A new CD with a local connection 

 

Jim Treloar writes:  I have just purchased a 

new CD entitled Gloucester Experience 

played by Jonathan Hope at Gloucester 

Cathedral, which on closer inspection 

reveals that one of the major items on it is a 

suite written by our friend from St Asaph, 

John Hosking, entitled Hommage à Paris.  

Those of us who regularly attend recitals at 

Chester Cathedral will recall that John has 

played a couple of movements from this 

suite when he has given recitals here, also 

when he gave a Saturday recital at 

Liverpool Anglican cathedral last year.  

John is becoming almost as well known as 

a composer as much as a well respected 

recitalist, and I was looking forward to 

hearing the whole of this suite which he has 

not, as far as I know, yet played locally.  It 

is written in the style of the very well 

known symphonies of Widor and Vierne, 

having movements entitled Prelude, Fugue, 

Scherzo, Adagio and Final and in my view 

bears comparison with any work written by 

those and other well known French 

organists/composers.  It is cyclical in form, 

based on a two bar theme heard at the 

commencement of the piece on full organ.  

Listening carefully to each movement, one 

can hear elements of Vierne, Dupre and 

even Cochereau; it is an amazing piece of 

composition. The work was commissioned 

by Martin Baker of Westminster Cathedral 

who gave the first performance there.   The 

CD also includes two pieces by John 

Sanders, once organist of Chester 

Cathedral, the Soliloquy which Stephen 

Power from Brecon played at a recent 

recital here, together with a sparkling 

Toccata.  The CD closes with the Sonata on 

the 94th Psalm by Julius Reubke, a favourite 

of mine, which has been recorded by Roger 

Fisher at Chester (twice) and John Hosking 

at Truro.  As a final addition to the Chester 

connection, Andrew Wyatt played it for us 

during his first recital here in September, 

which those of us present considered it as 

fine a performance as any.    The CD is on 

the Willowhayne record label and is well 

recommended for those who want to hear 

this major work by John. 

 

Note for the New Year 
Your newsletter editor has purchased a 

brand new three manual Viscount Envoy 

with latest Physis technology. He thinks it 

is absolutely fantastic – agreed not exactly 

the genuine article but I cannot fit a 

Cathedral pipe organ in the lounge. 

Members are cordially invited to come and 

see it. Tea/coffee and my legendary sultana 

loaf cake will be supplied. 

http://www.organrecitals/
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organ_building
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._T._Best
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._George%27s_Hall,_Liverpool
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