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Newsletter – May 2022
Our next meeting
Monday 16th May following Evensong (5:30pm). Chester Cathedral.
Chester, CH1 2HU.
Members are very warmly invited to come and join the service of Choral
Evensong at 5:30pm. After Evensong, members are asked to remain in the
Quire. The meeting will begin with a talk and discussion about the duties and
activities of the Cathedral Director of Music and Organists: Philip Rushforth and
Alexander Palotai will give us an insight into their work at Chester Cathedral.
After this, members will be able to try out the Grand Organ, the new chamber
organ and the Song School organ. Refreshments will be available during the
meeting.
Please make every effort to come to this meeting.

Newsletter contributions: newsletter@cnewoca.org.uk
By post to Iain Stinson, 6 St Stephen’s Close Wirral CH60 3TA

Forthcoming events for the 2021/2022 season
Saturday 18th June 2:00pm-4:00pm. St Mary’s Eastham. Organ visit.
Stanley Lane, Eastham, Birkenhead, Wirral, CH62 0AG.
In September 2019, John Hosking gave a recital on the newly refurbished organ
at St Mary’s. However, back in 2018 the following appeared on Cheshire-Live:
“The present organ is the third to have been fitted in the 12th century church. The
first replaced a harmonium in 1865, followed in 1882 with what was described as a
‘better’ instrument.
Organ builders Jardine’s of Manchester installed a three-manual organ with 26 stops
in 1923 but the third keyboard and 300 pipes were sold off to pay for a refurbishment
in 1975.
Church leaders now hope to be able to fully restore the organ and replace the ageing,
worn-out electrics.”

Organ details on the NPOR are of the former three manual instrument by Jardine
of Manchester. (https://www.npor.org.uk/NPORView.html?RI=N08448)
What will we find when we visit? It will be most interesting to see and hear
what has been achieved!

Saturday 9th July 2:00pm.

Our Annual General Meeting and a presentation
on “New Music for Sunday Worship”.
Our Lady of the Rosary, Buckley, CH7 2AF.
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A New London Organ
Whilst looking through YouTube recently, I
discovered a recital by Olivier Latry which
turned out to be the inaugural recital on a
new organ in the church of Our Lady of
Victories in Kensington. The organ is by the
Slovenian firm of Skrabl, who have an office
in Huddersfield, and have already built some
organs in the UK. I have been fortunate to
hear their smaller instruments at St
Michael’s Lyme Regis and St Patrick’s
Huddersfield, both of which have a
wonderful pure sound.

This new organ is a four manual instrument with 53 stops built in the style of
Cavaillé-Coll, down to the typical terraced stop arrangement. The design of the
instrument was by a team led by the church’s organist, Timothy Macklin.
Olivier Latry’s recital is available in
its entirety on YouTube and I would
recommend that you watch and
listen to it. It may be found at
https://youtu.be/yw5wYMOV9PM.
The recital includes works from
Bach to Widor and as so often with
Latry played entirely without a
score. He finishes with an
impressive improvisation.
3

A second recital was played recently by Wayne Marshall, and he has said what a
superb instrument it is. The organ consultant and recitalist Paul Hale states that
he thinks that it will be considered one of the great organs of London, quite a
recommendation when one considers the number of superb organs in the
capital. It is worth reading his article in full, available on the builder’s website,
www.skrabl.co.uk; he says one could listen to it for ever and a day. The
specification may be found at https://www.skrabl.co.uk/newsitem.asp?NID=45. Further details of this instrument and other Skrabl organs
are given on their website.
It is also interesting to read the history of the church itself. A church of this
name was built in 1869 and was the Roman Catholic pro-cathedral in London
until 1903 before Westminster Cathedral was built. The church was destroyed
by bombing in 1940 and the present church was built in 1957, opening in 1959,
the architect being Adrian Gilbert Scott, another member of that well known
family of architects. (See https://www.ourladyofvictories.net/)
Jim Treloar

Report on our visit to St Werburgh’s Chester, 7th April
Our visit to St Werburgh’s began with a recital of Passiontide organ music
played for us by Alexander Palotai (Chester Cathedral). The playing was
excellent, and the choice of music worked very well on the Binns / Sixsmith
organ. We were very fortunate to enjoy such stunning music in beautiful
surroundings. After Alexander’s recital, members were able to play the
instrument themselves.
Father Paul and Bob Owens hosted the evening, and we all enjoyed good
conversation over a warm drink in the presbytery sitting room. Our sincere
thanks to Alexander, Father Paul and Bob for putting on this meeting for us.
It was a great pity that so few members attended this meeting.

CNEWOCA Officers and Committee Members
Chairman: Tony Warren
ndtl3@yahoo.co.uk
Deputy Chairman: John Evans
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net
General Secretary: Katriona Moulton
katriona.moulton@outlook.com
3 Quarry Hill, Farndon, Chester. CH3 6NR
Treasurer: Ethan Henshaw
ethan.henshaw@mail.uk
Membership Secretary: Mike Edwards
rails@talktalk.net
5 Bradford Street, Chester, CH4 7DE
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Committee Members
Quentin Bellamy
dqbellamy@yahoo.co.uk
Bob Owens
linhoole@aol.com
Iain Stinson
iain@stinson.org.uk
James Treloar
(jamestreloar83@gmail.com)

Chester Cathedral Lunchtime
Organ Recitals
Every Thursday at 1.10 pm, the Cathedral
hosts a recital on the Grand Organ.
Featuring current and former Cathedral
organists from Chester, and national and international recitalists, these recitals
are consistently performed to a high standard, and provide a wide variety of
music for your enjoyment. Tickets cost £5.50 (£4.50 concessions).
19th May
Alexander Palotai (Chester Cathedral)
Fanfare
Kenneth Leighton (1929-88)
Ode
Kenneth Leighton
Fantasia in D minor
William Byrd (1540-1623)
Ciacona in E minor
Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)
In manas tuas
Jeanne Demessieux (1921-68)
Andante & Final (Symphonie 1) Louis Vierne (1870-1937)
26th May
Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral)
Symphony in G minor (Op 35) Edwin H Lemare (1865-1934)
Allegro moderato; Adagio cantabile; Scherzo; Finale
2nd June
No recital
th
9 June
John Hosking (Runcorn)
16th June
Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral)
rd
23 June
Ian Wilson (London)
th
30 June
Sara Musumeci (Italy)
The programmes for the recitals may be found on the Cathedral website at
https://chestercathedral.com/organ-recitals/

This event begins at 7:30pm
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Music at Wesley
May/June 2022
Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts 12:45pm – 1:35pm
Wesley Church Centre, St John Street, Chester CH1 1DA
Retiring Collection
17th May
Duo Chuva (Mandolin, Guitar)
24th May
Brian Heald (Piano)
st
31 May
Emily Stewart (Soprano), Lauren Turner (Piano)
7th June
Laura Jellicoe (Flute), John Gough (Piano)
th
14 June
Ensemble Cymru (Clarinet & Piano)
st
21 June
MATTHEW Mclachlan (Piano)
28th June
Venturi Wind Quintet
th
5 July
Ellis Thomas (Piano)
th
12 July
Chiara Lordi (Piano)
Saturday Lunchtime Concerts, 12:45pm
18th June
Brian Heald (Organ)
2nd July
Jeremy Heald (Piano)

Liverpool Cathedral Sunday Organ
Recital Series
2.15pm - 2.45pm.
Admission to Chancel Seating by donation
of £1 in the Organ Appeal Pipe.

15th May Ian Tracey - Cathedral Organist
Minuee (Conciertos par Dos Organos nr.6)
Antonio Soler (1729-1783)
Capriol Suite (1926)
Peter Warlock (1894-1930)
Psalm Prelude (Set 2, no.1)
Herbert Howells (1892-1983)
Toccata 'Suite for Organ'
Georgi Mushel (1909-1989)
22nd May Matthew Breen - Organ Scholar
Fantasia in G minor (BWV 542)
J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
Aria (Op. 51)
Flor Peeters (1902-1986)
Capriccio sopra la battaglia
Girolamo Frescobaldi (1583-1643)
Folk Tune (from Five Short Pieces)
Percy Whitlock (1903-1946)
Praise the Lord with Drums and Cymbals Sigfried Karg-Elert (1877-1933)
29th May Daniel Mansfield - Past Organ Scholar
Intrada (written for HMQ's Jubilee Service in 1977) Grayston Ives (b. 1948)
Fantasia in G Major (BWV 572)
J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
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Psalm Prelude (Set 2. No. 2) Herbert Howells(1892-1983)
Chant Donne en homage à Jean Gallon Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986)
Paean (1967) Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988)
5th June- John Zhang - Junior Organ Scholar
Rigaudon from 'Idominee' (1712)
André Campra (1660-1744)
Prelude, Fugue & Variation (Six Pièces, Op.18) César Franck (1822-1890)
Sonata No.5 in D major (Op.65) Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
Andante - Andante con moto - Allegro )
Litanies (JA 119)
Jehan Alain (1911-1940)
12th June - Ian Tracey - Cathedral Organist
Fantasia in G major (BWV 572)
J.S.Bach (1685-1750)
Psalm Prelude (Set 2 no.2)
Herbert Howells (1892-1983)
Four Sketches for Pedal Piano (Op.58) - Robert Schumann (1810-1856)
Lied to the Flowers & Lied to the Sun (Op.66) - Flor Peeters (1903-1986)

Note: Please check details of any concert or recital before travelling.
Details can change at short notice.
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Interesting reads…
Leipzig, 1726. Eleven-year-old Stefan Silbermann, a humble organ-maker's son, has
just lost his mother. Sent to Leipzig to train as a
singer in the St Thomas Church choir, he struggles to
stay afloat in a school where the teachers are as
casually cruel as the students.
Stefan's talent draws the attention of the Cantor –
Johann Sebastian Bach. Eccentric, obsessive and
kind, he rescues Stefan from the miseries of school
by bringing him into his home as an apprentice. Soon
Stefan feels that this ferociously clever, chaotic family
is his own. But when tragedy strikes, Stefan's period
of sanctuary in their household comes to a close.
Something is happening, though. In the depths of his
loss, the Cantor is writing a new work: the Saint
Matthew Passion, to be performed for the first time
on Good Friday. As Stefan watches the work rehearsed, he realises he is witness to
the creation of one of the most extraordinary pieces of music that has ever been
written.
The year is 1879. The prestigious post of Organist and Master of the Choristers at
Hartley Parish Church, West Yorkshire, has become
vacant because of the sudden death in suspicious
circumstances of Dr Thomas Burchill. Burchill was
renowned the length and breadth of Britain and the
Empire for the choir; so much so that Queen Victoria
summoned the singers to Windsor Castle on more
than one occasion. Burchill’s position is now up for
grabs, and there is a long list of contenders for the
role: this will be a once in a lifetime opportunity for
the successful applicant, for they will dominate musicmaking of every kind throughout Hartleydale. More to
the point, Hartley Parish Church is on the verge of
becoming a Cathedral, subject to passing stringent
tests, including the standard of the music-making.
Seven applicants are shortlisted by the ambitious
Vicar, Dr Percy G. Banks, assisted by his long-time
friend and mentor, Charleton Mann, of Yorbridge
Cathedral. The day of the auditions arrives. Candidates fail to appear or deliberately
play badly apart from Dr Algernon Burford, who is about to steal the show when he is
brutally killed at the organ console. Thus begins a story of murder, betrayal, passion,
poisoned relationships and much more.

Buy online or from your preferred bookseller!
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