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Newsletter – March 2022
This edition of the newsletter is being sent by email to those members of the
Association who have agreed to receive email from us. For those who have told
us that they don’t wish to receive email, or can’t receive email, printed copies
are being posted.
We are doing this because we are rather short of articles and news for this
edition. We would like to encourage everyone to provide something for the
Association’s newsletter; news and / or short articles about organ and choral
music, about music making, about instruments and about people, would be
most welcome. Please send contributions to newsletter@cnewoca.org.uk. You
can also send them by post to the address given at the end of the newsletter.
(Don’t worry about the format).
Let’s try to make the next edition (April) a bumper edition!

Our next meeting
Our next meeting is on Monday 21st March, starting at 7:30pm and finishing by
9:00pm. We shall visit St. John the Baptist Church, Chester, where we will be
able to see, hear and play the historic Hill organ.

The organ was originally built as a temporary instrument for the coronation of
Queen Victoria, in 1838 and installed at Westminster Abbey, during the brief
partnership of Hill and Davison. After the coronation it was returned to Hill's
workshops and rebuilt for St John’s. It was transported to Chester by barge and
placed in a gallery at the west end. Dr Henry Gauntlett gave the first recital
after the dedication (as he could play the pedals!). Sometime between 1859
and 1865, the organ was moved by Gray and Davison to the south transept, and
in 1895-6 it was moved again by the same firm to its current position in the
north transept. In the 1960s the action was converted to electro-pneumatic
action by the Chester firm of Charles Whiteley & Co. The specification can be
found on the NPOR at https://www.npor.org.uk/NPORView.html?RI=N04296.
We hope as many members as possible will come along to this meeting and
enjoy this historic instrument.
The address of the church is Vicar’s Lane, Little St. John Street, Chester, CH1
1SN.

Our visit to Christ Church Higher Bebington

On Saturday 26th February, we had a very good meeting at Christ Church Higher
Bebington. Christ Church were most welcoming and very helpful in making the
arrangements for us. The organ was lovely to play; clearly the recent major
work by David Wells Organ Builders had been very successful. Both consoles
were well equipped and very comfortable to play. When playing from the
detached / mobile console (located for our visit in the south aisle of the nave)
the instrument could be heard to its full advantage; the sound was less welldeveloped (and much softer) when the organ was played from the en fenêtre
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(attached) console. We were able to enjoy a hot drink and conversation in
Christ Church’s excellent hall/community centre.
The specification of the Christ Church organ on the NPOR
(https://www.npor.org.uk/NPORView.html?RI=N08536) does not reflect the
changes made during the recent work (which included adding a mixture to the
Great and separate the old Grave Mixture into independent 12th and 15th stops).
Unfortunately, only a few members attended this meeting and whilst it allowed
those who wanted to play to enjoy the organ for longer, it was rather
disappointing.

Forthcoming events for the 2021/2022 season
Monday 11th April 7:30pm-9:00pm. St Werburgh’s Chester. Organ visit.
Grosvenor Park Road, Chester, CH1 1QJ
We are very fortunate that Alexander Palotai (Chester Cathedral) will give a
short recital of music for Lent at the start of our evening at St Werburgh’s. We
are assured of a warm welcome by Father Paul and Bob Owens, who is one of
the organists at the church, and has kindly arranged the evening.
Please make every effort to come to this meeting.
The current organ at St Werburgh’s
was installed in 2004 by George
Sixsmith & Son Ltd. It was
originally built by Binns and
installed in Crosshill Queen’s Park
Church, Glasgow (in 1926). it was
moved to St Werburgh’s after the
church closed in 2000. The late
Ray Harper, a General Secretary of
our Association, played a key role
in the installation of this organ in
Chester.
Details of the specification may be found at
https://www.npor.org.uk/NPORView.html?RI=E00905

Monday 16th May following Evensong (5:30pm). Chester Cathedral.
Chester, CH1 2HU Details of the event will follow.

Saturday 18th June 2:00pm-4:00pm. St Mary’s Eastham. Organ visit.
Stanley Lane, Eastham, Birkenhead, Wirral CH62 0AG

Saturday 9th July 2:00pm. Our Annual General Meeting and a presentation
on “New Music for Sunday Worship”. Our Lady of the Rosary, Buckley, CH7 2AF
3

Chester Cathedral Lunchtime
Organ Recitals
Every Thursday at 1.10 pm, the Cathedral
hosts a recital on the Grand Organ.
Featuring current and former Cathedral
organists from Chester, and national and international recitalists, these recitals
are consistently performed to a high standard, and provide a wide variety of
music for your enjoyment. Tickets cost £5.50 (£4.50 concessions).
March
17th - Alexander Palotai (Chester Cathedral)
24th - John Hosking (Runcorn)
Due to the University of Chester Graduation Ceremonies, this recital will
commence at 1.30pm.
31st - Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral)
This recital will commence at 11am. Complimentary refreshments for
ticketholders are available in the Chapter House from 10.20am.
April
7th - Alexander Palotai (Chester Cathedral)
14th - Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral)
21st – Graham Eccles (St Asaph)
28th - John Hosking (Runcorn)
The programmes for the recitals may be found on the Cathedral website at
https://chestercathedral.com/organ-recitals/

Music at Wesley
March 2022
Lunchtime Concerts 12:45pm – 1:35pm
Wesley Church Centre, St John Street, Chester CH1 1DA
Retiring Collection
March 15th
Hefin Flute & Harp Duo
nd
March 22
Philip Sharpe (Piano)
March 29th
Deva Piano/Wind Quintet
th
April 5
Rufus Edwards (Piano)
April 12th
Lionel Clarke (Cello), Brian Heald (Piano)
April 19th
The Vale Royal Singers Perform Fauré’s Requiem
th
April 26
Chetham’s School of Music Pianists
Correction to the article about Ronald Sharp in the February Newsletter
James Treloar wrote “I've just realised that there is an error in my note, I said
that it was von Beckerath who helped Ronald Sharp, but I see from the CD that
it was Hradetsky.”
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Bach: St John Passion Wednesday March 30th Chester Cathedral
Director – James Conway, Conductor – Jonathan Peter Kenny
English Touring Opera celebrates Easter with Bach’s towering St John Passion.
James Conway’s staging unites
professional soloists and the
Old Street Band with local
singers from Chester Festival
Chorus, Chester Music Society,
Upton Community Choir and
the Chester Cathedral Saturday
Singing Club, to inspire
audiences with Bach’s sharp storytelling and intense vision of hope.
Tickets £16.76
Tickets for this event are not available from the Cathedral or the Cathedral Box
Office. Please go to https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/english-touring-opera-stjohn-passion-at-chester-cathedral-tickets-228930095077?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
to purchase tickets.

For tickets go to
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/chesterbachsingers/648335

5

Liverpool Cathedral Monday 18th April at 11:15 am:
The Easter Bank Holiday Organ Recital.
Come along to the Main Space of Liverpool Cathedral for a performance from
Ian Tracey and more to celebrate Her Majesty's Platinum Jubilee. You do not
need to book to attend, entrance to this performance is £5 by programme.
‘Crown Imperial’ (Coronation March 1937)

William Walton

The Queen’s Alman

William Byrd

Suite from ‘King Arthur’

Henry Purcell

Suite of ‘Music for the Royal Fireworks’

George Frideric Handel

Suite of music from ‘Richard III’ & ‘Henry V’

William Walton

Jubilee March (1st Performance)

Clive Grey

Idyl ‘The Banks of Green Willow’

George Butterworth

‘Orb & Sceptre’ (Coronation March 1953)

William Walton

LONDON ORGAN DAY 2022 - Rescheduled
The Incorporated Association of Organists (IAO) will now hold their 2022 London
Organ Day on Saturday 18th June, when it is
hoped that the level of Covid infection will be
much lower. The event will be based at St Peter’s
Church, Vauxhall, London, curated by Tom Bell,
and entitled a Grand Vauxhall Extravaganza. It
will feature three instruments: a restored Lewis
organ, the Hammond organ and the Harmonium,
with performers Pam Hulme, John Kitchen, Jean
Martyn and Anne Page. Further details and information about booking may be
found at https://iao.org.uk/london-organ-day/.
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CNEWOCA Officers and Committee Members
Chairman: Tony Warren
ndtl3@yahoo.co.uk
Deputy Chairman: John Evans
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net
General Secretary: Katriona Moulton
katriona.moulton@outlook.com
3 Quarry Hill, Farndon, Chester. CH3 6NR
Treasurer: Ethan Henshaw
ethan.henshaw@mail.uk
Membership Secretary: Mike Edwards
rails@talktalk.net
5 Bradford Street, Chester, CH4 7DE

Committee Members
Quentin Bellamy
dqbellamy@yahoo.co.uk
Bob Owens
linhoole@aol.com
Iain Stinson
iain@stinson.org.uk
James Treloar
(jamestreloar83@gmail.com)

Newsletter contributions: newsletter@cnewoca.org
By post to Iain Stinson, 6 St Stephen’s Close Wirral CH60 3TA

Two humorous items submitted by John and Brian
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