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Next Meeting 
Tuesday 26 April from 6.30pm  

Chester Cathedral 
Philip Rushforth (Director of Music at the 

Cathedral) has managed to arrange the 

‘Cathedral at Height’ tour of the tower for 

us.  The tour lasts about an hour and will 

cost £6 per head (maximum of 12 per 

tour).  The first tour will take place at 

6.30pm, with other tours if required. Philip 

has also kindly agreed to make the 

Cathedral Organ available for an ‘Open 

Console’ (probably from 7.30pm).  Both 

‘The Tour’ and ‘Open Console’ are rare 

opportunities for Association members to 

make the most of, so please let me (John 

Evans) know as soon as possible if you 

would like to participate in the tour - 

perhaps it’s also an ideal way to bring a 

friend along to one of our events. 

Contemporary Organ Music 
London-based freelance 

organist and international 

recitalist Tom Bell is a 

lover of and performer of 

contemporary organ 

music.  Prior to training 

at the Royal Northern 

College of Music under 

Kevin Bowyer, his 

interest in such music was aroused when, at 

the age of 14, he bought a boxed set of 

music by Messiaen played by the composer 

on the organ in La Trinité.  He says that he 

was dumbfounded by Livre d’Orgue. What 

was this music trying to say to me?  Why 

did it sound this way?   His research 

continued throughout his studies and still 

does today.  Recently, on the organ in 

Blackburn Cathedral, he produced a 2 CD 

set of contemporary organ music entitled 

“Northern Lights”. It contains a very good 

and interesting set of notes.  Martin Clarke, 

writing in the Organists’ Review, 

comments, “This is a highly commendable 

double-disc set”.  If you enjoy 

contemporary music, it’s a must-buy; 

otherwise an excellent place to start your 

explorations.   It’s on the LIR Classics label 

No 25 and its RRP is £13.50.  
Tom gave a recital at the recent London 

Organ Day and was involved with the 

organisation of the event.    

Don’t Be Late on Easter Day 
 

British Summer Time commences at 

2.00am on Sunday 27th March.  Don’t 

forget to put your non-automatic adjusting 

time pieces FORWARD ONE HOUR 

before going to bed. 

 

The Chairman Writes 
It’s March already and the world is looking 

a more cheerful place with daffodils 

announcing that Easter is almost upon us, 

the clocks will be going on an hour and 

hopefully we can all look forward to some 

pleasant times ahead.  This also seems true 

of our Association - following some poor 

attendances in recent years we have had 

some very well supported events in the past 

few months for our visits to Liverpool and 

most recently for our combined Social 

Evening with the Liverpool Organists’ 

Association. 
As I mentioned in last month’s Newsletter, 

there were significant changes to the 

Association’s Officers at our last AGM, and 

we are now benefiting from the enthusiasm 

of the new Officers and Committee 

members.  Our AGM is only 3 months 

away, and I hope that all the Officers will 

feel able to stand for re-election.  

Our March event, when we joined our 

colleagues from the Liverpool Organists’ 

Association, was a Social Evening in the 

special surroundings of Poulton Hall.  The 

evening was very successful, with members 

sharing fellowship while enjoying food and 

wine, before taking part in a very well 

planned and presented quiz, including 

pictures of Cathedrals, Organ Cases and 

Consoles, as well as musical and 

biographical questions about composers 

and firms regularly associated with 

churches; even the result was a good one, 

being a tie between the two Associations 

(but perhaps we won as the ‘away team’).  

In addition, members also had the 

opportunity to play the three manual pipe 

organ, grand piano and harpsichord. 

Our next event is at Chester Cathedral on 

Tuesday 26th April - see the opening 

paragraph.  

On Monday 31st May at 7.30pm, Alan 

McGuinness has kindly agreed to take part 

in an Organ Masterclass for us at St Asaph 

Cathedral.  I envisage the Masterclass 

portion of the evening lasting around an 

hour, which will probably allow 4 of our 

members to play a piece lasting up to 5 

minutes and then receive some advice from 

Alan.  This will still leave some time for 

other members to try the organ for 

themselves.  If you would be interested in 

taking part in the Masterclass, please let me 

know as soon as possible, along with the 

piece you propose to play.  It is likely that 

we will have more volunteers than spaces, 

so don’t delay! 

I hope we will meet up in the next couple of 

months at the events that have been 

organised.  In the meantime, if you’d like to 

reserve a place on the Cathedral at Height 

Tour, volunteer for the Masterclass at St 

Asaph or to discuss anything to do with 

CNEWOCA, don’t hesitate to contact me 

on 07939 645688 or by e-mail at 

angiejohnevans@uwclub.net. 

 

The Lost Chord 

 
Seated one day at the organ 

I was anxious and ill at ease, 

For I found upon inspection 

There were several missing keys. 

I knew not what I was playing 

(Though ‘twas hymn two hundred and ten), 

But it made a row like a starving cow 

When it came to grand Amen. 

 

I sought to discover the meaning 

Of a sound so wide and weird. 

I crept inside on hands and knees 

And found just what I had feared. 

The flute and the vox humana 

Were mute and declined to sing. 

The reeds, alack, showed many a crack 

And I tied them up with string. 

 
The bellows I neatly mended 

With a blower's trouser brace. 

I managed well to secure the swell  

With a stamp and an old boot-lace. 

But I'd made my efforts vainly, 

I lost my temper then, 

I said a word which the parson heard - 

And it was not a grand 'Amen'. 

 

Thanks to Kenneth Holland  

http://www.cnewoca.org.uk/


What’s  On  ? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm 

24 Mar Benjamin Chewter 

31 Mar Roger Fisher 

  7 Apr Timothy Easter - Harpenden 

14 Apr Graham Eccles – St. Asaph 

21 Apr Prof. Ian Tracey – Liverpool Cath. 

28 Apr Carl Bahoshy - London 
This recital is in aid of the charity 

Iraqi Christians in Need of Aid 
Jonathan Eyre takes up his post as 

Assistant Director of Music on 11th April. 

We look forward to hearing his first 

Thursday Lunchtime Recital. 
 

Wesley Church Centre 

St. John Street, Chester 

Tuesday Lunchtimes at 12.45pm 

22 Mar Chetham’s S o M Brass Ensembles 

29 Mar John Bush (trumpet) & 

           Brian Heald (piano) 

  5 Apr Brian Heald (piano) 

12 Apr Gordon Pullin (tenor) & 

          Roger Fisher (piano) 

19 Apr Jessica Zhu - piano 

26 Apr Chetham’s  Sch of  Music Pianists 

Retiring Collection 
 

St. Asaph Cathedral 
Wednesday 6 April at 7.30pm 

Alan McGuinness 
Admission £6.00 incl. programme, etc 

 

St. Andrew’s Church, Tarvin 
Good Friday 25 March at 7.30pm 

Requiem by Gabriel Fauré 
The above was advertised last month  
but note the change of time to 7.30pm 

Friday 22 April at 7.30pm 

Graham Eccles 
Retiring Collection 

  

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

 

Benjamin Chewter 

Ben plays his last services in Chester 

Cathedral on Easter Sunday, after which he 

is moving to London to pursue a career as a 

freelance organist and choir trainer. We 

wish him well. 
 

Shean Bowers 
From the latest edition of the 

FCM Cathedral Voice, it was 

interesting to learn what Shean 

has been doing since leaving 

St. Saviour’s Oxton and 

moving to Bath Abbey where 

he is now the Abbey’s Assistant Director of 

Music and Choral Director for Schools. 

In 2010, Shean set up the Abbey’s Schools’ 

Singing Programme (SSP) which now is the 

largest C of E Church Singing Programme 

in the country, involving around 1,200 

children every week.  Its aim is to share the 

Abbey’s wonderful tradition of choral 

singing and to promote singing in schools.  

Shean says this has a positive impact on the 

children’s overall attitudes and behaviour – 

helping to build their confidence, 

concentration and teamwork skills, whilst 

also challenging them intellectually and 

musically. 

In addition, in 2011 he set up The Melody 

Makers, a choir for the Abbey’s choir 

younger voices, now of 40 auditioned 

singers with a large waiting list.  These are 

drawn from 12 schools in the area, many of 

which take part in the SSP.  The group has 

given concerts in many Cathedrals, sung in 

the BBC Radio 4’s Morning Worship, sung 

Services in the Abbey and performed 

alongside the main boys’ and girls’ choirs, 

both in Abbey Services and Concerts. 

Shean returned to the area on 10 March to 

give the Thursday lunchtime recital in 

Chester Cathedral. 

Felix Alexandre Guilmant 
Born in Boulogne-sur-Mer 

12 March 1837), he was a 

French organist and 

composer.  A student of his 

father, then of the Belgian 

master Jacques-Nicolas 

Lemmens, he became an 

organist, teacher and 

composer in his place of birth.  In 1871 he 

was appointed to La Trinité church in Paris, 

and he held this position for 30 years.  

From then on, Guilmant followed a career 

as a virtuoso; he gave concerts in the 

United States (the first major French 

organist to tour that country), and in 

Canada, as well as in Europe, making 

especially frequent visits to England. His 

American achievements included a 1904 

series of no fewer than 40 recitals on the 

largest organ in the world, the St. Louis 

Exposition Organ, now preserved as the 

nucleus of Philadelphia's Wanamaker 

Organ. With his younger colleague André 

Pirro, Guilmant published a collection of 

scores, Archives des Maîtres de l'Orgue 

(archives of the masters of the organ), a 

compilation of the compositions of 

numerous pre-1750 French composers. The 

collection was printed in ten volumes, the 

first in 1898 and the last (which Guilmant 

did not live to finalize) in 1914.  Guilmant 

provided a rather similar survey of organ 

pieces by foreign composers, publishing 

l'École classique de l'Orgue (classical 

school of the organ). These anthologies, 

despite all the musicological developments 

which have taken place since Guilmant's 

own time, remain very valuable sources of 

early music that is often hard to track down 

elsewhere. In 1894 Guilmant founded the 

Schola Cantorum with Charles Bordes and 

Vincent d'Indy. He taught there up until his 

death at his home in Meudon, near Paris, on 

29 March 1911. In addition, he taught at the 

Conservatoire de Paris where he succeeded 

Charles-Marie Widor as organ teacher in 

1896. Marcel Dupré was the most 

celebrated of his many students.  Guilmant 

was a prolific composer, writing much 

organ music, of which Ray Harper has on 

offer Sonata No.2 and a collection of 15 

various pieces.  If you would like any of 

this music or lists of the music still 

available, contact him on 01244 372822 or 

e-mail postmaster@rbh2hrb.plus.com  

Vacancy 
The church of the Holy Ascension, Upton-

by-Chester is looking to appoint an 

assistant to the Community & Church 

Musician.   Duties will include choir 

rehearsal and direction of choir at services, 

and dependent on skills and experience, 

developing the parish’s community music 

programme.  Strong keyboard skills are 

essential and the ability to play the organ is 

desirable.  Salary negotiable.  For further 

information contact Churchwarden William 

Wheldon on office@holyascension.org.uk 

A Membership Invitation   
A warm invitation to join CNEWOCA is 

extended to all non-members who read our 

Newsletter “on-line” and live in our area.  It 

costs only £15.00 a Season (1 September to 

the following 31 August) to receive a 

monthly hard copy of the Newsletter, other 

information, event flyers, etc, and to receive 

information between editions by e-mail.  

Just go to www.cnewoca.org.uk, download 

and print-off a Membership Application 

Form, then forward this with your £15.00 

subscription to Iain Stinson, our 

Membership Secretary.   It is through the 

subscriptions received that we are able to 

maintain our website to attract new 

members and to keep other IAO affiliated 

Organist Associations aware of our 

activities.  

Membership List 
ADD - 

Mrs. Ann Badrock, Earlscroft, Chester 

Road, Alpraham, Nr. Tarporley, Cheshire, 

CW6 9JJ  Telephone 01829 260343 

Organist St. Jude, Tilstone Fearnal 
AMEND – 
Andrew Moody – e-mail to read 

andrewmoody@aol.com 

Newsletter  Contributions 

Contributions for the April Newsletter are 

required before 31st March but much earlier 

in the month would be helpful.  E-mail 

appreciated but hard copy just as 

acceptable. It’s never too early to send the 

PO articles and the details of events you 

organise, the latter from the last week in 

April up to the end of May being required 

before 31st March, as are flyers (87 

required) for inclusion in the April mailing. 
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