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Newsletter – February 2022
Our next meeting is on Saturday 26th February when we shall visit Christ
Church Higher Bebington. The meeting will start at 2:00pm and finish by
4:00pm. At Christ Church we shall be able to see, hear and play the three
manual and pedal Rushworth and Dreaper organ which was rebuilt recently by
David Wells Organ Builders.
[See https://www.npor.org.uk/NPORView.html?RI=N08536]
The church is located in Kings Road, Bebington, Wirral, CH63 8LX and there is
good parking at the church. We hope that as many members as possible will be
able to join us at this meeting.

Forthcoming events for the 2021/2022 season
Monday 21st March 7:30pm – 9:00pm. St. John the Baptist. Visit to the historic
Hill organ. Vicar’s Lane, Little St. John Street, Chester, CH1 1SN
Monday 11th April 7:30pm-9:00pm. St Werburgh’s Chester. Organ visit.
Grosvenor Park Road, Chester, CH1 1QJ
Monday 16th May following Evensong (5:30pm). Chester Cathedral. Chester,
CH1 2HU
Saturday 18th June 2:00pm-4:00pm. St Mary’s Eastham. Organ visit. Stanley
Lane, Eastham, Birkenhead, Wirral CH62 0AG
Saturday 9th July 2:00pm. Our Annual General Meeting and a presentation on
“New Music for Sunday Worship”. Our Lady of the Rosary, Buckley, CH7 2AF

Ronald Sharp – Australian Organ Builder
The death occurred last July of the organ builder Ronald Sharp, aged 91; he is
probably best known for the organ in Sydney Opera House. As a young man he
was interested in various musical instruments and in fact learnt to play many of
them. However, he was particularly drawn to the organ and although he had
never been outside Australia he read as many books as he could find about
organs in Sydney’s public libraries.
During the 1950s there was much interest in the Orgelbewegung in Europe, and
it was hoped that this development in organ building would find its way to

Australia, the first being a small 6 stop tracker instrument by Walcker which was
installed in the University of Sydney. This instrument inspired Sharp to build
instruments in this form. It was a well-known fact that he took a dislike to
“loud” organs, on one occasion he was seen at an organ recital with his fingers
in his ears. From 1960-65 he produced nine small organs and afterwards went
on to build two well-known instruments, at Knox Grammar School and
Wollongong Town Hall. Following this, by an act of faith, he was awarded the
contract for the Sydney Opera House organ.

He was a slow methodical worker with a small staff and the powers that be
became concerned that the organ might not be completed in time for the
building’s opening, so they brought in the German builder von Beckerath to help
him. When completed, it was at the time the largest mechanical action organ in
the world, having 5 manuals and 130 stops. Von Beckerath also assisted with
the building of an organ in the Great Hall of Sydney University. Our own Peter
Hurford was an admirer of his work and, when he recorded the complete works
of Bach in the 1980s for the BBC, he used the Knox Grammar School organ on
some of the recordings; he also recorded at Sydney Opera House.
Unfortunately, some of Sharp’s work was poor, for instance he often used
chipboard rather than solid wood, and as the years went by, it was necessary to
make alterations to them, but tonally they remained superb. Eventually Sharp
became disillusioned with the organ, particularly because of the necessary
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changes to his instruments and returned to another skill, that of piano tuning
which he continued for many years.

During various visits to Australia, I was fortunate to hear the instruments in
Sydney, Knox and Wollongong and I can vouch for their superb tone. I still have
the brochure of the Opera House organ produced soon after its opening which
Sharp sent me. He will be sorely missed but his organs will continue to inspire
and delight musicians in Australia and across the globe.
Jim Treloar

Links
Man and an Organ: Sydney Opera House
https://www.nfsa.gov.au/collection/curated/man-and-organ-sydney-operahouse
Technical Specification
https://www.sydneyoperahouse.com/content/dam/pdfs/venues/concerthall/Grand_Organ_Tech_Specs_November_2014.pdf
Recording
Peter Hurford plays The Organ at Sydney Opera House [ELQ4840351]
https://www.prestomusic.com/classical/products/8607369--peter-hurfordplays-the-organ-at-sydney-opera-house
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An Organist’s quiz
Can you name the composers shown below?

These are some of the organs we have visited recently. Can you identify the
church and the organ builder?
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Can you identify the following hymns and give their first line and name the
“usual” tune?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10

Open now the crystal fountain
Unresting, unhasting and silent as light
Be still, for the glory of the Lord
Man shall not live by bread alone
Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us
Summer and winter and spring-time and harvest
Strength and protection may thy passion be
Praise him for his grace and favour
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day

Can you identify these two instruments?

Compiled by Katriona and Raymond Moulton
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Every Thursday at 1.10 pm, the Cathedral
hosts a recital on the Grand Organ.
Featuring current and former Cathedral
organists from Chester, and national and international recitalists, these recitals
are consistently performed to a high standard, and provide a wide variety of
music for your enjoyment. Tickets cost £5.50 (£4.50 concessions).
February
24th - John Hosking (Runcorn) Please note this recital will start at 1:30pm.
March
3rd - Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral)
10th - Simon Russell (Nantwich)
17th - Alexander Palotai (Chester Cathedral)
24th - John Hosking (Runcorn)
31st - Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral)

Chester Cathedral Lunchtime
Organ Recitals
Name the composers
A. Hildegard of Bingen 1098-1179
B. Ethel Smyth 1858-1944
C. Fanny Mendelssohn 1805-1847
D. Clara Schumann 1819-1896
E 5 Judith Weir 1954CNEWOCA Visits
1. Christ Church Birkenhead (“Father” Henry Willis)
2. Church of the Good Shepherd Heswall (Rushworth and Dreaper)
3. St Giles Wrexham (Fosters & Andrews)
5. St Werburgh Chester
6. Hamilton Street Methodist Church, Hoole, Chester
Hymns
1. Guide Me O thou Great Jehovah [Cwm Rhondda]
2. Immortal, Invisible [St. Denio]
3. Be Still for the presence of the Lord[Be still]
4. Seek ye First the Kingdom of God []
5. Lead us Heavenly Father lead us [Mannheim]
6. Great is thy Faithfulness [Faithfulness]
7. Soul of my Saviour [Anima Christi]
8. Praise my soul the King of Heaven [Praise my soul]
9. When I survey the Wonderous Cross [Rockingham]
10. Abide with me [Eventide]
Instruments
Chester Cathedral; Bridgewater Hall.

Quiz Answers

Music at Wesley
March 2022
Lunchtime Concerts 12:45pm – 1:35pm
Wesley Church Centre, St John Street, Chester CH1 1DA
Retiring Collection
March 1st
Rebecca Ramsey (Soprano), John Gough (Piano)
th
March 8
Chetham’s School Of Music Brass Ensembles
March 15th
Hefin Flute & Harp Duo
nd
March 22
Philip Sharpe (Piano)
th
March 29
Deva Piano/Wind Quintet
April 5th
Rufus Edwards (Piano)

LONDON ORGAN DAY 2022 - Rescheduled
The Incorporated Association of Organists (IAO) will now hold their 2022 London
Organ Day on Saturday 18th June, when it is hoped that the level of Covid
infection will be much lower. The event will be based at St Peter’s Church,
Vauxhall, London, curated by Tom Bell, and entitled a Grand Vauxhall
Extravaganza. It will feature three instruments: a restored Lewis organ, the
Hammond organ and the Harmonium, with performers Pam Hulme, John
Kitchen, Jean Martyn and Anne Page. Further details and information about
booking may be found at https://iao.org.uk/london-organ-day/.

CNEWOCA Officers and Committee Members
Chairman: Tony Warren
ndtl3@yahoo.co.uk
Deputy Chairman: John Evans
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net
General Secretary: Katriona Moulton
katriona.moulton@outlook.com
3 Quarry Hill, Farndon, Chester. CH3 6NR
Treasurer: Ethan Henshaw
ethan.henshaw@mail.uk
Membership Secretary: Mike Edwards
rails@talktalk.net
5 Bradford Street, Chester, CH4 7DE

Committee Members
Quentin Bellamy
dqbellamy@yahoo.co.uk
Bob Owens
linhoole@aol.com
Iain Stinson
iain@stinson.org.uk
James Treloar
(jamestreloar83@gmail.com)

Newsletter contributions: newsletter@cnewoca.org
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Pipedreams- an Internet “radio” programme
Each week, Pipedreams host, Michael Barone, shares selected organ works and
performances, and in doing so, encourages listeners to engage both their ears
and imaginations to gain greater appreciation of this instrument. He talks with
composers, organists, organ builders and restorers. The show features brand
new instruments in churches and concert halls, plus historic pipe organs
recorded in locations around the world, from ancient instruments in vast
cathedrals to the “mighty Wurlitzers” of movie house fame.
Celebrating more than thirty years on the air, Pipedreams is the only weekly
radio program that explores the full range of the art and potential of the pipe
organ. You can subscribe to receive an email with the link to each programme
at https://www.pipedreams.org/.

Women Composers Sunday 6th March
On the Sunday nearest to International Women’s Day, the Society of Women
Organists and the Royal College of Organists celebrate organ music by female
composers by encouraging organists to play pieces by women composers. They
are also asked to post on their websites and social media, with the hashtag
#SWORCOWomanComposerSunday, a performance of themselves or another
organist playing an organ piece (or pieces) written by a female composer.
SWO and the RCO have published a joint repertoire list of music by women
composers, which includes a note of the playing standard for each piece, as well
as sources and a brief description. Download from the Society of Women
Organists’ website, https://www.societyofwomenorganists.co.uk/womencomposers-for-organ.
You may also be interested in https://www.theladyorganist.com/ and
https://www.societyofwomenorganists.co.uk/
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