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This Month 
Christ Church, Newtown, Chester 

 

The Church is situated off Gloucester 

Street, Newtown - postcode CH1 3HR. 

Parking is limited in the surrounding streets 

- there is a large car park nearby where 

parking is, I think, free in the evening. 

The instrument is a Brindley and Foster 

with a significant stop list. In last month's 

newsletter I mentioned the "transformers" 

as I couldn't remember how they worked. I 

used to know but the last time I played it I 

couldn't fathom it out. They are, in fact, a 

sort of general piston. The transformers are 

listed in the November newsletter - you pull 

out the required stops either singly or in 

combination and at the end of the row of 

stops there is another marked "transformers 

on" or simply a "+" sign and when that stop 

is pulled out it overrides the existing 

registration. The transformer stops are the 

horizontal row above the swell manual - see 

photo (not the organ at Christ Church).  
 

 
 

I am sure it will become clear on the night. 

We have another rarity amongst smaller 

instruments, that being a General 

Crescendo pedal - with an indicator being 

referred to as the "Brindgradus   Indicator", 

so you have some idea of the volume that 

you are inflicting on the congregation.  

 

Next Month 
We hope to visit the Willis Organ Works  

in Liverpool on Saturday Morning 21 

January. 
 

Questions and Answers 
Q:  How do a group of angels greet each  

      other? 

A:  Halo, Halo, Halo. 

Q:  How does Moses make a cup of tea? 

A:  Hebrews it. 

The Chairman Writes 
It seems that there are even more people 

than usual rushing around now, probably 

preparing for Christmas celebrations that 

won’t include the real reason we celebrate 

Christmas. 

We are very grateful to Glyn Môn Hughes 

for his warm welcome to St Saviour’s, 

Oxton.  It was a joy to visit such a thriving 

(and warm) church.  St Saviour’s is the 

largest parish in the Diocese and regularly 

has a morning congregation of 250, plus 

150 children.  Glyn shared some historical 

facts about the organ before giving us a 

splendid demonstration of its many tonal 

colours.  The organ was very comfortable 

to play, and we enjoyed ourselves exploring 

the wide range of sounds available.  The 

fellowship we shared was excellent, and the 

evening was completed with tea and coffee 

in the Choir Vestry.  There must be 

evenings when you wonder if it’s worth 

making the effort to attend an event - we all 

left St Saviour’s glad we had made the 

effort. 

I admit there are times when it seems 

difficult to stir a response from members, 

so let’s see if the following touches any 

nerves!  Coming back to the real reason for 

Christmas also reminds me that many of us 

play for services every week, and perhaps 

for many of us this involves playing at 

different churches each week.  It is very 

easy when we are playing for a service to 

miss the spiritual message as we are 

preoccupied by getting the next hymn or 

piece of music ready.  In addition, if you 

are a wandering minstrel playing at 

different venues, I wonder if you even have 

a spiritual home. 

Perhaps you are like those people I 

mentioned at the start of this article, rushing 

around from church to church, but not 

giving yourself the time to devote to the 

real reason we celebrate Christmas.  At this 

point, I would like to say that this is in no 

way a criticism of those who give of their 

time playing at different churches each 

week - you are very much appreciated by 

the Churches concerned.  Just a thought 

though, if more organists were prepared to 

devote their time to a single church, there 

would be both more stability for the church 

and a spiritual home for the organist, and 

after all, our spiritual wellbeing should be 

the top priority for a Church Organist. 

I pray that you will all find the time to 

rediscover the real reason for Christmas this 

year, and that you will be able to approach 

the New Year with renewed faith.  

To finish off on a lighter note, and to 

remind you that making time is important, 

I’d like to tell you about the elderly 

gentleman who decided that shopping for 

Christmas presents was too difficult.  All 

his grandchildren had everything they 

needed, so he decided to send them each 

some money.  On each card, he wrote 

'Happy Christmas Grandad, buy your own 

present'.  He enjoyed the festivities but 

thought that his grandchildren weren’t as 

friendly as usual.  This preyed on his mind 

into the New Year.  Then one day he was 

sorting out his study and he found a little 

pile of cheques for his grandchildren.  He 

had forgotten to put them in with the 

Christmas cards! 

I realise that most of you won’t manage to 

make it to our December event at Christ 

Church, Chester, so may I take this 

opportunity to wish you all a very Happy 

Christmas and a very healthy New Year.  I 

would also thank the Officers and 

Committee for the work they do to provide 

us all with the opportunity to meet and 

share fellowship each month at our special 

events. 

If you’d like to discuss anything to do with 

CNEWOCA before we next meet, don’t 

hesitate to contact me on 01244-674878 or 

by e-mail at angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

 

Geoff Parry RIP 
I am sorry to have to inform members that 

Geoff died on 28 November. His funeral 

will take place at St Theresa's RC Church, 

Blacon on 15 December at 2.15pm.  I knew 

Geoff for many years as he used to attend 

Mass at St Francis on a regular basis and 

more often than not he would pop up to the 

organ after the service for a chat. He was a 

regular at the Thursday lunchtime recitals at 

the Cathedral plus he also supported the 

recitals at St Werburgh's and St Giles'. 

He was a member of the Association for as 

long as I can remember and will be sadly 

missed. RJ 
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                 What’s On? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm 

15 Dec  Philip Rushforth 

22 Dec  Rachel Mahon 

29 Dec  Roger Fisher 

5 Jan  John Hosking St Asaph 

12 Jan  Anthony Gritten, London 

19 Jan  Paul Bowen, Yorkshire 

26 Jan  Philip Rushforth 
 

Chester Cathedral 
 

Saturday 10 December, 7.30pm  

A Choral Christmas with  

the Chester Cathedral Choir 

Tickets: £17.50 / £10.00 
 

Friday 23 December, 6.30pm  
Nine Lessons and Carols 

 

Sunday 23 January 2017 
Andrew Wyatt  

Oliver Messiaen: 

La Nativité du Seigneur 
Admission Free 

 

Ellesmere College 
Saturday 14 January, 3.30pm  

 

Stuart Willis 
St John's Hurst Green 

Admission by donation: 

suggested £5 - £10 

 

Music at Wesley 
St John Street, Chester 

Tuesdays at 12.45pm  
 

13 Dec  The Forum Piano Trio  

 (piano, violin, cello) 

20 Dec  Claire Heald (contralto),  

 Brian Heald (organ) 
 

Admission free - retiring collection  
 

 

Hamilton St. Methodist 

Church, Hoole, Chester 
 

Friday 9 December, 7.30pm 

Nigel Ogden  
Admission £10 at the door (£8 in advance) 

 

Monday 19 December, 7.30pm 

Choir, Carols and Candles 
Admission £6 - children free 

 

Bangor Cathedral 
Tuesday 13 December, 1.10pm 

John Hosking 
Admission free 

 
 

St Chad's, Shrewsbury 
Friday 16 December, 12.40pm 

Richard Walker 
Admission free 

 

Liverpool Cathedral 
Monday 26 December, 11.15am  

Ian Tracey 
Admission £5 

 

Capel Bethlehem 

Rhosllanerchrugog 
Sunday 11 December, 3.00pm 

Fay Adamson 
Admission Free - Retiring Collection 

 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

 

In Response 
to my question about the B flat off the pedal 

board (last month's newsletter), Robin 

Newby has written: Yes, I found the 'B' 

below bottom C, for Bach's BWV 572.  The 

only clue(s) I can suggest, as found on early 

German organs, was the 'battle of the 

temperaments' on the lower great 'manual' 

keyboards.  We have, it would appear to the 

casual observer, duplicate sharp notes at the 

bottom of the keyboard that have their own 

individual extra pipes, so C sharp is not the 

same as D flat.  Question: could this 

temperament arrangement be carried over 

to the Pedals?  We know JS Bach was 

technical efficient and liked experimenting 

with his music, and perhaps whilst 

composing the Fantasia asked as a "one off" 

for that Organ to have an extra note down 

to B by means just to show off!! 

Which reminded me, I occasionally play 

(and I nearly bought from Norwich City 

Council) the Bosendorfer Imperial Grand 

Piano in the Blackfriars Hall at St. 

Andrew's Hall, that also has a fine H, N&B 

'Christie' Organ with fast tremulants.  (It 

made the Vox Humana very effective in 

playing for the repeat theme the Andantino 

in D flat) in the centre of Norwich (Monday 

Weekly recitals).  Why?  Because I have a 

Rachmaninov Prelude that takes the octave 

down to F (in this case five extra notes than 

the standard Grand 88) - you have to lift the 

'lid' to play the bottom F, see picture(s). 

 

 
 

 
 

Water organs 
 

Further to last month's article on water 

organs, Ray Harper tells me that the organ 

at St Paul's Boughton was powered by a 

nearby stream and controlled by means of a 

tap, but apparently the organ needed to 

"recover" after each hymn.   

In addition, Robin Newby tells me: 

We mentioned hydraulically powered 

organs; I mentioned the Church at the 

Centre of Chirk still retains most of the 

'plumbing' for the Organ power in the top 

gallery, but has (of course) been 

disconnected from the mains. The other 

organ pipes still played by the power of 

water lie just a few yards north of the 

Central Pier at Blackpool; you may guess 

now it is powered by tidal wave action 

trapping a column of air which on every 

wave the dozen or so of pipes play a 

mournful tune. 
 

Unusual stops? 

In my search for fill-in material, I came 

across records of an unusual stop. It is on 

the organ of St Paul’s Newcastle-under-

Lyme and is the Tibia Liquida.  It opens a 

cocktail cabinet above the stop jamb.  I 

believe the idea to incorporate a Tibia 

Liquida at St Paul's came from the late John 

Norris who was organist at the church for 

more than 40 years.  He saw the device on a 

cathedral organ in Germany during a 

holiday there.  When the St Paul's Hill 

organ was rebuilt and enlarged by George 

Sixsmith & Son during the last decade, 

John requested they incorporate such a 

facility on the new console.  It's been 

cleverly designed and constructed, featuring 

interior illumination and is complete with 

lead crystal glasses and a selection of 

miniature strong stuff.  It used to be 

replenished on a quite frequent basis. 

Please let me know if there are other similar 

stories you would like to share. RJ 

Newsletter Contributions 

Contributions for the December newsletter 

are required before 10 January,  as the 

December meeting is on the 21st of the 

month. Please write to Bob Jones at 3 

Appleton Road, Chester CH2 1JH or 

(preferred) e-mail at  

bob.jones25@btinternet.com or telephone 

01244 315089 or 07701 052304. 

http://www.organrecitals/

