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This Month 
On 12 December at 2pm we visit the  

Sussex St Christian Centre in Rhyl.  

Parking is difficult - there was a recital 

there a few weeks ago and I parked on the 

sea front and walked.  I assume we all 

know how to get to Rhyl so I enclose a map 

of the immediate surrounding area. The 

White Rose car park looks to be the nearest.  

 
The three manual Binns was originally built 

in 1910 for Bilston Methodist Church, 

which building was about to be demolished 

and came to its present location in 1969. On 

its arrival, it was rebuilt by Reeves and 

Merner with electro-pneumatic action and 

with detached console near the front of the 

church with the organ in the rear gallery. 

Stops were added and the Great Trumpet 

extended upwards to include a Clarion 4' 

(and put onto the Pedals) with an additional 

(half-length pipes) extension downwards to 

16'. This gives 16', 8' and 4' reeds on the 

Pedals and 8' and 4' on both Great and 

Choir (by borrowing). The Choir organ 

includes also Dulciana 8' an (unenclosed) 

Geigen - the rest is enclosed - and Flute 

types at 8', 4',1 3/5', 1 1/3' and also 

Fifteenth 2, and its Octave at 1' (separate 

ranks), also Clarinet 8' (plus the borrowed 

Trumpet at 8’ and 4’ extension.).There's a 

Pedal acoustic 32' stop (the 16' Open Wood 

plus quinted Bourdon) and two 16's and two 

8's and a 4' Diapason - these by extended 

ranks. Swell smallish at 8 stops.  

Alan McGuiness performed the reopening 

recital a few weeks ago when I and a couple 

of other members of the Association 

attended. It was good to see that although 

there is a selection of pop group style 

equipment, such care has been taken over 

the organ. It is hoped that we will be able to 

look at the organ chambers but space is 

limited and there may be health and safety 

issues over access so please don't be 

disappointed if this is not possible.  

Refreshments will be at Wetherspoons over 

the road.  RJ 
Next Month 

We visit Liverpool Anglican Cathedral at 

2.30pm. Choral Evensong is at 3pm and 

following that Ian Tracey will demonstrate 

the organ - and then we will be let loose!!! 

RJ 

The Chairman Writes 
Every so often we have an event that stands 

out as being something special, and that 

was certainly the case with our November 

meeting when Richard Lea gave us the 

opportunity not only to visit one of the most 

significant and interesting churches 

constructed in the last 50 years but also to 

play on one of the country’s finest organs.  

I was firstly surprised by the volume of 

people who travelled (around 20) but also 

that folk were literally queuing up to play.  

Perhaps it goes to show that if we can offer 

something interesting and that a good 

number of our members consider 

worthwhile, then day, distance and time 

aren’t such significant factors.  We give our 

thanks to Andrew Sharples for 

demonstrating the organ and to Richard Lea 

for making it all possible. 

Many of you will have happy memories of 

Gareth Williams, who was sadly taken from 

us earlier this year.  Gareth’s wife, Jill, has 

asked me to pass on her grateful thanks to 

the Association and its members for their 

kindness at what was a very sad time. 

I would also thank the Officers and 

Committee for the work they do to provide 

some fantastic opportunities to play some 

of the greatest organs in England and 

Wales, as well as giving us chances to meet 

together and share fellowship each month at 

our special events.   

We have lots of exciting meeting plans for 

the first half of 2016, including visits to 

three more cathedrals.  Your Committee 

will be meeting early in the new year to 

begin preparations for the 2016/17 series of 

events.  Please phone or email me with your 

suggestions (Bangor Cathedral & Parr Hall, 

Warrington have already been suggested). 

I know you won’t all manage to make it to 

our gathering at Rhyl on Saturday 12th 

December, 2.00pm, so may I take this 

opportunity to wish you all a very Happy 

Christmas and a very healthy New Year.  

If you’d like to discuss anything to do with 

CNEWOCA before we next meet, don’t 

hesitate to contact me on 07939 645688 or 

by email angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 
 

A Merry & Blessed 

Christmas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and A Happy New Year 

 

On the Move 
It has been announced that Ben Chewter, 

Assistant Director of Music at Chester 

Cathedral, will be leaving the Cathedral at 

Easter to pursue a career as a freelance 

organist and to spend more time at his 

church, the Ebenezer Baptist Church. We 

wish him well for the future.  
Email newsletters 

Very few opted for this so I have decided to 

continue with the hard copy. The website 

contains copies of the newsletters and the 

latest copy will be on the website about the 

same time as it is issued to members. RJ 

Composition Competition 

The Friends of Cathedral Music celebrates 

its Diamond Jubilee in 2016 and as part of 

the celebrations invites composers to 

submit a short Festal Introit for SATB 

choir, with or without organ and/or a 

Recessional Voluntary for organ of between 

3 and 4 minutes in length. The latter to be 

based on the notes F-C-F-D-E used in a 

method at the composer’s discretion.  The 

introit should be suitable for both Cathedral 

and church choirs, its difficulty and length 

bearing in mind the restrictions on rehearsal 

time.  Compositions to be submitted before 

29 February 2016.  For full details, rules 

and regulations of the competition visit the 

FCM website www.fcm.org.uk  

http://www.cnewoca.org.uk/


What’s On? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm 

Dec 10 Andrew Wyatt 

Dec 17 Philip Rushforth 

Dec 24 No Recital 

Dec 31 Roger Fisher 

Jan   7 Philip Rushforth 

Jan 14 Christopher Strange - London 

Jan 21 Andrew Wyatt 

Jan 28 Benjamin Chewter 

Saturdays 12 and 19 Dec at 7.30pm 

 On Christmas Night 
The Cathedral Choir presents a concert of 

Christmas Carols, old and new. 

Directed by Philip Rushforth with organists 

Benjamin Chewter and Andrew Wyatt 

Admission -  Adults £10.00 to £17.50 

Children £5.00 

Service of Lessons and Carols 
Wednesday 23 December at 6.30pm and 

Thursday 24 December at 3.00pm 

Then at 5.30pm 

Blessing of the Crib 

Then at 11.30pm 

Midnight Mass 

Friday 25 December - Christmas Day 

Cathedral Eucharist at 10.00am  

BCP Eucharist at 11.45am 

 
Sunday 20 December at 3.30pm 

The Cathedral Nave Choir presents 

More Than a Christmas Carol 
Collection 

 

St. Asaph Cathedral 
Sunday 13 December at 6.00pm 

Choral Evensong with 

Carols by Candlelight 

Thursday 24 December at 7.00pm 

Candlelit Service of 

Nine Lessons and Carols 

Then at 11.30pm 

Midnight Eucharist 

Friday 25 December at 11.00am 

Choral Eucharist for 

Christmas Day 

Wednesday 6 January at 7.00pm 

Choral Eucharist for 

Epiphany 
 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

 
 

Wesley Church Centre 
St. John Street, Chester 

Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts 12.45pm 

Dec 15 Tom Blomfield (Oboe) and  

        John Gough (Piano) 

Dec 22 Claire Heald (Contralto) and  

        Brian Heald (Organ) 

Jan   5 Hayley Parkes (Piano) 

Jan 12 Jeremy & Brian Heald (Piano duets) 

Jan 26 Heather Heighway (Soprano) and 

        Tim Kennedy (Piano) 

Retiring Collection 

 

Harold Edwin Darke 
was born in Highbury, 

London on 29 October 

1888 and attended Dame 

Alice Owen's School and 

the Royal College of 

Music. His first organist 

job was at Emmanuel 

Church, West Hampstead 

from 1906 to 1911. He became organist at 

St Michael's Cornhill in 1916, and stayed 

there until 1966, leaving only briefly in 

1941 to deputise for Boris Ord as Director 

of Music at King's College, Cambridge 

during World War II. It is widely accepted 

that the Cornhill Lunchtime Organ Recitals 

series begun by Darke in 1916 and are still 

running today are the longest running in the 

world.  His famous setting of Christina 

Rossetti's In the Bleak Midwinter was voted 

the greatest Christmas carol of all time in a 

poll of choral experts and choirmasters that 

was published in December 2008. Most of 

his other compositions that are still 

performed are settings of the Anglican 

liturgy, especially his three Communion 

Services in E minor, F, and A minor; and 

his Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in F.  

Also many of his organ pieces. Of the latter 

Ray Harper has available choral preludes on 

St. Peter, Darwell’s 148th and a Theme of 

Tallis, also a meditation on Brother James’ 

Air. Harold Darke died in Cambridge on 28 

November 1976 at the age of 88 

 
The organ of Rhyl Pavilion 

While researching for our visit to Rhyl, I 

came across the above. It was a four manual 

built by the London firm of Bishop and Son 

for the 1887 Royal Jubilee exhibition in 

Manchester (it had been intended for an 

organ to be supplied by the Manchester 

firm of W E Richardson but when it 

became clear that this organ would not be 

ready in time the Bishop instrument was 

brought in at short notice).  Four years later 

it was transferred to the Rhyl Pavilion and 

the posters of the day advertised it as  

follows: 
 

1 This fine organ weighs 25 tons 

2 It has four manuals, 8095 pipes and will 

be worked by a gas engine of 8 HP. 

3 It is the King of Instruments in Great 

Britain.  
 

Along with the building it was destroyed by 

fire on 13 September 1901. RJ 

 

This is true .... 
....but the names have been changed ... 
 

A funeral director rang an organist and the 

conversation went as follows: 
 

"Can you play for a funeral service at the 

Roman Catholic Church in Anytown a 

week on Tuesday at 2pm?" 

"Yes that's OK - just putting it in the diary. 

Have they decided on the hymns?" 

"Yes - the first one is the Parish of the Most 

Holy Rosary." 

"Isn't that the name of the Church?" 

"I've got it down as the first hymn." 

"I think you'll find it is the name of the 

Church." 

 
Organist Required  

St Martin of Tours, Llay require an organist 

from 1 January.  11.00am Eucharist three 

Sundays a month.  Contact Rev’d Sam 

Erlandson on 01978 63971 for full details. 

Before he went to Llandaff to train for the 

Ministry, Sam was in CNEWOCA playing 

at St. Mary, Ruabon.    

 

Newsletter Contributions 

Contributions for the January Newsletter 

are required before 31 December but much 

earlier in the month would be helpful.  

Email appreciated but hard copy just as 

acceptable.  It’s never too early to send the 

PO articles and the details of events you 

organise, The latter from the last week in 

January up to the end of February being 

required before 31 December, as are flyers 

(90 required) for inclusion in the January 

mailing. 
 

Membership List 
AMEND 

Alan McGuinness     Email to read   

organist.stasaphcathedral@virgin.net 

 

DELETE – 

John Liddon-Few 
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