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Newsletter – April 2022
Our next meeting
Monday 11th April 7:30pm-9:00pm. St Werburgh’s Chester.
Grosvenor Park Road, Chester, CH1 1QJ
Our next meeting is a visit to St Werburgh’s Church in Chester, where we shall
hear, see and play the Binns organ installed there in 2004 by George Sixsmith &
Son Ltd. Our evening will begin with a short recital of music for Lent and
Passiontide, played for us by Alexander Palotai (Chester Cathedral). This will be
very special, and we are most grateful to Alexander for agreeing to play for us.
The current organ at St Werburgh’s
was originally installed in Crosshill
Queen’s Park Church, Glasgow in
1926. It was moved to St
Werburgh’s Church after the church
in Glasgow closed in 2000. The late
Ray Harper, a General Secretary of
our Association, played a key role in
the installation of this organ in
Chester.
Details of the specification may be
found at
https://www.npor.org.uk/NPORView.html?RI=E00905 and there is more
information about this instrument elsewhere in this edition of the newsletter.
We are assured of a warm welcome by Father Paul and Bob Owens, who is one
of the organists at the church, and has kindly arranged the evening.
Please make every effort to come to this meeting.

Newsletter contributions: newsletter@cnewoca.org.uk
By post to Iain Stinson, 6 St Stephen’s Close Wirral CH60 3TA

Forthcoming events for the 2021/2022 season
Monday 16th May following Evensong (5:30pm). Chester Cathedral.
Chester, CH1 2HU. Details of the event will follow.

Saturday 18th June 2:00pm-4:00pm. St Mary’s Eastham. Organ visit.
Stanley Lane, Eastham, Birkenhead, Wirral, CH62 0AG.

Saturday 9th July 2:00pm. Our Annual General Meeting and a presentation
on “New Music for Sunday Worship”. Our Lady of the Rosary, Buckley, CH7 2AF.

Visit to St John the Baptist, Chester (Monday 21st March)
A small number of members attended the meeting at St. John the Baptist,
Chester, on Monday 21st March. We
were told a little about the history of the
church and shown around by one of the
churchwardens. It is a fascinating
building, and I was a little surprised to
hear that the stone masons who worked
on the first part of the nave went on to
work on the cathedral at Durham,
though looking at the Norman pillars in
St Johns and the pillars in Durham you
can see the similarities.
Several members played the organ which sounded grand in the church. Some
of the softer stops (particularly the Choir Cremona) were most beautiful. It was
interesting to see how the organ had been adapted to fit into its third position
in the church. Details can be found on the NPOR at
https://www.npor.org.uk/NPORView.html?RI=N04296.

Congratulations
We wish to congratulate Bob Owens on being chosen to receive Maundy Money
from Her Majesty The Queen.
Each year The Queen distributes special Maundy money to pensioners,
according to the number of years she has lived, in recognition of their
contribution to community and to the church. The Maundy Money is usually
distributed at a special service held on Maundy Thursday; the service
commemorates Jesus washing the feet of the Apostles at the Last Supper.
The tradition dates back to 600AD and the special Maundy coins have kept
much the same form since 1670. They still bear the portrait of Her Majesty
designed for her coronation in 1953, even though the image on ordinary
circulating coinage has since been changed four times.
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Each recipient of Maundy money is given two small leather purses by The
Queen, one red and one white. The first contains a small amount of
ordinary coinage which symbolises the Sovereign's gift for food and clothing.
The second purse contains Maundy coins up to the value of the Sovereign's
age. The coins are legal tender, but recipients normally prefer to retain
them as a keepsake.

International Organ Day: Saturday 23rd April
Organs, organ music and organists will be
celebrated around the world on International Organ
Day on Saturday 23rd April 2022. Now in its third
year, International Organ Day is promoted by The
Royal College of Organists (RCO) to encourage
people to explore and enjoy organ music, seek out
performances, and support the development of
new generations of musicians and enthusiasts.
To mark the occasion, the RCO will be premiering a brand-new edition of The
Organ Show, an online magazine-style programme featuring a mix of interviews,
chat, features and studio guests; this was first launched in 2021 in response to
pandemic restrictions on physical events.
With nods to HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in the shape of a new anthem
by Thomas Hewitt Jones, to St George’s Day, and to Shakespeare’s birthday, The
Organ Show will feature not only a rich fare of interviews and recitals, but also
the unusual - not least puppets playing the organ! Anna Hallett and Carl Jackson
join the presenting team, and we will be showcasing the City of London School,
one of the College’s first Accredited Institutions.
The Organ Show will be broadcast live at www.youtube.com/RCOFilms from
20:00 BST, Saturday 23rd ; more details will be published on the RCO website for
the event in the coming weeks.
[from the RCO]
Richard McVeigh (Beauty in Sound (YouTube and Facebook)) writes:
“It's time for the next EPIC event to appear on
Beauty in Sound!!
The Royal College of Organists are promoting
'International Organ Day', and I thought we could
contribute to this in an extraordinary way.
It's quite simple - I want organists from as many
countries from around the world as possible,
wherever you are in the world, to record yourself
playing an organ piece (pipe organ preferable, but
not essential), submit it to me by Friday 22nd April
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and I'll play your performance in a LIVE Organ Recital on Saturday 23rd April
which may well last the entire day (the longer the better)!
LET'S GET AS MANY PEOPLE INVOLVED AS POSSIBLE - HOPEFULLY A WORLD
RECORD!
To be clear - I cannot accept recordings that are already on YouTube. Sorry
about that. If you are interested, please get in touch
enquiries@beautyinsound.co.uk.”

Why not join in?
The organ in St Werburgh’s Church, Chester
In 1924, the prolific and renowned Leeds Organ Builder James Jepson Binns, a
disciple of Schulze, was commissioned to provide a three-manual organ for
Queen's Park High Parish Church, Glasgow (later renamed Crosshill Queen's Park
Church) at a cost of £2,700. It was the gift of Mrs Jane Scouller, a local publican,
in memory of her husband John and was dedicated on 15th January 1926. The
church was closed in February 2000 but, thankfully, this historic organ was
rescued and given a new home in St Werburgh's Church.
The instrument was originally built with tubular-pneumatic action. Organ
builders George Sixsmith & Son Ltd (Mossley, Ashton-under-Lyme), completely
refurbished the instrument and,
whilst retaining the Binns
windchest pneumatics, converted
them to electro-pneumatic. A
detached three-manual and pedal
console in solid oak incorporates
all modern aids to registration.
The solid oak main case, with its
non-speaking gilded pipes, was
designed by Andrew Sixsmith and
manufactured in the organ
builder's workshops. It is a fine
example of British craftsmanship.
The Swell, Great and Pedal
divisions, together with the highpressure Tromba unit, are
mounted on a platform above the
main entrance at the rear of the
Church and the Choir Division is
housed in a chamber behind the St
Werburgh Screen, adjacent to the
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altar steps. The instrument is controlled by digital transmission from a threemanual drawstop console, situated in the opposite side aisle of the church to
the Choir Division. The console positioning affords the organist clear views of
the main entrance (via a mirror), altar and sacristy exit. Installation commenced
on 7th January 2004. The church now has a fine instrument to complement its
own grandeur.
The Opening Organ Recital was given by Professor Ian Tracey, Liverpool
Cathedral and Liverpool City Organist, at 7.30pm on Saturday 19th June 2004.
He played to a very large audience.
(written by the late Ray Harper)
[from St Werburgh’s website]

Links to online information
An overview of the installation of the organ
The installation of the organ in pictures
An account of the organ by Roger Fisher on the web site of George Sixsmith.
(First published in Organ Scholar, 2005)

Stewart Donald remembered
We were very sorry to learn that Stewart Donald, organist at Gresford for many
years, died in January. There is to be a memorial service at All Saints Gresford
on Friday May 6th at midday and his friends and colleagues are invited to come
along and celebrate Stewart’s life.
Stewart Donald was a Founder Member of CNEWOCA, present at the first ever
meeting of the Association in around March 1998 – held at Llay Church. At the
first Committee meeting he was appointed Vice-Chairman, and he remained
very involved with CNEWOCA at committee level right up until he became
unwell. He was a soft-spoken Scottish gentleman, who worked as a County
Court Bailiff, and for many years he was Organist and Choirmaster at All Saints’
Church, Gresford. He was very kindly, wise, completely unassuming, and when
he played the organ for services, he was not for a lot of show or noise (!)
believing himself to be there to accompany the worship and not to show off!
He had a lovely sense of humour and was always very affirming. The third
meeting of the Association took place on Monday 25th May 1998 and was at
Gresford Church, where Stewart hosted us, and (according to the July/August
1998 newsletter) “he ably demonstrated the organ with a rendition of the
Choral Song by S S Wesley”. Through the years there have been some
wonderful members of our Association; Stewart was quite simply “one of the
best”.
Quentin Bellamy
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A new Thomas Trotter CD - Symphony Hall Sorcery
Often when looking at new CDs I am sometimes disappointed to find organ
works that have been recorded numerous times before and I wonder, do I want
yet another version of well-known pieces? This cannot be said of this CD
recorded by Thomas Trotter at Symphony Hall Birmingham, the only familiar
work on it being the first movement, Allegro Vivace, from Widor’s Fifth
Symphony, but this performance for me must be the finest that I can
remember, it breathes life into it which I’ve not heard before.
The CD opens appropriately, because of the CD’s title, with his own superb
arrangement of The Sorcerer’s Apprentice by Paul Dukas. Two works which are
particularly intriguing are firstly
Serenade by Derek Bourgeois which he
wrote for his own wedding, and which
has irregular time signatures and shifting
accents. I recall reading somewhere
that he did this to confuse the guests as
they processed out of the church as they
would be unable to know what to do
with their feet because they would be
used to a march, which they could keep
in time with; it must have been most
interesting to watch. The other piece
which I had heard before, but this is the
first recording that I have, is Mozart
Changes by the Hungarian composer Zsolt Gardonyi: it starts in a very Mozartian
way, a bit like Eine Kleine Nachtmusik but slowly turns into a subtle piece of
jazz.
The major work which ends the CD is Sweelinck Variations by the Canadian
composer Rachel Laurin, of whom I have written in these columns before.
Thomas Trotter commissioned this work for his 800th recital as city organist at
Symphony Hall in 2020, which I attended, and was greeted at the time with
prolonged applause. It is now welcome that we have a recording of it, which
Thomas Trotter himself has said tested him unlike any before, particularly a
complicated pedal solo in the 9th variation, and which precedes a spectacular
final toccata. He recently played it again, together with other works on the disc,
at Birmingham Town Hall to coincide with the release of the CD and it was
fascinating to watch. I can thoroughly recommend the CD on the Regent label;
the recording is faultless and allows us to hear the wonderful Klais Symphony
Hall organ in all its glory.
Jim Treloar
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The National Pipe Organ Register (NPOR)
If you haven't already
discovered, from using the
NPOR recently, you will be
interested to know that the
site has undergone a
comprehensive visual
redesign which has updated
the look and feel of the site
while radically improving its
accessibility and its
functionality on mobile
devices.
The functions remain the
same, and there are no
changes to the structure of
the site or to the layout of
records. These changes make
the Register easier to consult
and use, particularly on the
smaller screens of tablets and
mobile phones.
(If you are still seeing the old
version, it may be necessary
for you to refresh the screen
by holding down the 'Control'
key and then pressing key F5.)
Please direct any feedback to
the NPOR Manager:
npor@bios.org.uk

LONDON ORGAN DAY 2022 - Rescheduled
The Incorporated Association of Organists (IAO) will now
hold their 2022 London Organ Day on Saturday 18th June.
The event will be based at St Peter’s Church, Vauxhall,
London, curated by Tom Bell, and entitled a Grand Vauxhall
Extravaganza. It will feature three instruments: a restored
Lewis organ, the Hammond organ and the Harmonium, with
performers Pam Hulme, John Kitchen, Jean Martyn and
Anne Page. Further details and information about booking
may be found at https://iao.org.uk/london-organ-day/.
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Another “Little Organ Book”
For a hundred years the Organists' Charitable Trust was known as the Organists’
Benevolent League. In 2009 its name was changed, and its structure and
working methods were modernised in accordance with current charitable best
practice.
The idea of the League was articulated by a lively and popular presence on the
musical scene, Sir Frederick Bridge, who conducted the Royal Choral Society and
taught at the Royal College of Music. He was also Professor of Music in the
University of London and organist of Westminster Abbey for thirty-six years. He
saw the need for an association for the relief of deserving organists in distress
and for their dependents. There would be no formal membership or
subscription. Instead, he appealed for five hundred organists to agree to give
an annual recital, concert, lecture or ‘appropriate entertainment’ in aid of the
League.
The Organists' Charitable Trust Little Organ Book, is a collection of relatively
simple pieces, which was launched at St Michael’s, Cornhill on 9th October
2010, when all eleven works were played. The performers included a past
beneficiary of the Trust, John
Eady, as well as composer Thomas
Hewitt Jones, who played his
composition Carnival. This was
commissioned with the support of
the RVW Trust, as was Iain
Farrington’s Bluesday.
There are two other new works,
Fanfare-Processional by David
Bednall and Paean composed by
Philip Moore for the OCT’s
Centenary celebration in
September 2009. Also being
published for the first time are Cradle Song by Herbert Howells and Prelude on
‘Telucis ante terminum’ by John Rutter.
The remaining works in the collection, all with a difficulty no greater than that
required for ABRSM Grade VII, are by Frederick Bridge (founder of the
Organists’ Benevolent League), Peter Hurford, James MacMillan, Paul Spicer and
John Stainer.
You can purchase a copy from Church Organ World priced at £10.99. IAO
members may claim a 10% discount on music purchased from Church Organ
World. (Contact our General Secretary for more information.)
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Blackburn Cathedral Hauptwerk Sample set
Llannerch Organs, in a joint venture with Evensong (a USA music company), are
bringing out a sample set of the Blackburn Cathedral organ later in the year. This
sample set will run with the Hauptwerk Virtual Pipe Organ System.
Blackburn is an iconic instrument. It was built
in 1970 for Blackburn Cathedral by J.W.
Walker under the guidance of Dr John
Bertalot, who was then the organist, and Dr
Francis Jackson who acted as a consultant.
The organ was rebuilt in recent years by
Wood of Huddersfield: some tonal revisions
were made and a fourth manual added. It is
quite different from most cathedral organs in
the UK.
Llannerch Organs is a small company run by
Graham Eccles and John Hosking – two
individuals very well-know to members of the
Association. Graham was formerly an
organist at Chester, St. Asaph and Bangor
cathedrals; he is a busy freelance recitalist,
broadcaster and teacher based in picturesque
North Wales. John has held organist
positions at Westminster Abbey, Truro Cathedral and St. Asaph Cathedral; he is
currently Director of Music at Holy Trinity Southport, and a busy freelance recitalist
and recording artist.
Have a look at https://llannerchorgans.square.site/ if you are interested!

Music at Wesley
April / May 2022
Lunchtime Concerts 12:45pm – 1:35pm
Wesley Church Centre, St John Street, Chester CH1 1DA
Retiring Collection
April 5th
April 12th
April 19th
April 26th
May 3rd
May 10th
May 17th
May 24th
May 31st

Rufus Edwards (Piano)
Lionel Clarke (Cello), Brian Heald (Piano)
The Vale Royal Singers Perform Fauré’s Requiem
Chetham’s School of Music Pianists
Jeremy & Brian Heald (Piano Duet)
Nina Savicevic (Piano)
Duo Chuva (Mandolin, Guitar)
Brian Heald (Piano)
Emily Stewart (Soprano), Lauren Turner (Piano)
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Chester Cathedral Lunchtime
Organ Recitals
Every Thursday at 1.10 pm, the Cathedral
hosts a recital on the Grand Organ.
Featuring current and former Cathedral
organists from Chester, and national and international recitalists, these recitals
are consistently performed to a high standard, and provide a wide variety of
music for your enjoyment. Tickets cost £5.50 (£4.50 concessions).
April
7th April Alexander Palotai (Chester Cathedral)
Pange lingua (Livre d’Orgue)
Nicolas de Grigny(1672-1703)
An Wasserflüssen Babylon (BWV 653)
J S Bach (1685-1750)
Crucifixion (Symphonie-Passion, Op 23)
Marcel Dupré (1886-1971)
Rhapsody No 1 in D flat
Herbert Howells (1892-1983)
Fantasy on Aus der Tiefe (Op 72, No 2)
Kenneth Leighton (1929-88)
Chorale Prelude on Rockingham
Robin Milford (1903-59)
14th April Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral)
Valet will ich dir geben (BWV 736)
J S Bach (1685-1750)
Prière après la communion
Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992)
O Mensch, bewein dein Sünde gross (BWV 622)
J S Bach
Joie et clarté des Corps Glorieux
Olivier Messiaen
Prelude and Fugue in E minor (BWV 548)
J S Bach
21st April Graham Eccles (St Asaph)
An Easter Alleluya
Gordon Slater (1896-1979)
Sonata No 5 in C
J S Bach (1685-1750)
Easter Morn – A Meditation
John E West (1863-1929)
Fantasy: Easter Hymn
William H Harris (1873-1973)
Variations: O filii et filiae
Naji Hakim (b. 1955)
Prelude in F minor
Gerald Finzi (1901-56)
(arr. Alan Ridout)
Flourish for an Occasion
W H Harris
28th April John Hosking (Runcorn)
O filii et filiae
Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911)
O filii et filiae
Flor Peeters (1903-86)
Prelude and Fugue in C (BWV 545)
J S Bach (1685-1750)
Variations on Noël Nouvelet
Philip Moore (b. 1943)
Rheims (Allegro moderato, Sonata Eroica)
C V Stanford (1852-1924)

May
5th Alessandro Bianchi (Italy)
19th Alexander Palotai (Chester)

12th James Lonsdale (Bolton)
26th Philip Rushforth (Chester )

The programmes for the recitals may be found on the Cathedral website at
https://chestercathedral.com/organ-recitals/
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Liverpool Cathedral Monday 18th April at 11:15 am:
The Easter Bank Holiday Organ Recital
Come along to the Main Space of Liverpool Cathedral for a performance from Ian
Tracey and more to celebrate Her Majesty's Platinum Jubilee. You do not need to
book to attend, entrance to this performance is £5 by programme.
‘Crown Imperial’ (Coronation March 1937)
The Queen’s Alman
Suite from ‘King Arthur’
Suite of ‘Music for the Royal Fireworks’
Suite of music from ‘Richard III’ & ‘Henry V’
Jubilee March (1st Performance)
Idyl ‘The Banks of Green Willow’
‘Orb & Sceptre’ (Coronation March 1953)

William Walton
William Byrd
Henry Purcell
George Frideric Handel
William Walton
Clive Grey
George Butterworth
William Walton

The picture shows the first Tuba Magna pipe from the
Grand Organ in Liverpool Cathedral being blown on
50"wg in the Willis organ works recently. The sound
was measured to be between 98dB and 118dB. It is
VERY loud. It anticipated the whole stop will be heard
at the Easter Bank Holiday recital.
The Tuba Magna pipe is on its chest (which is linked to
a keyboard in the works), and the wind pressure gauge
is to the right of the pipe; the height of the column of
water in gauge indicates the wind pressure being
supplied to the chest (and hence to the pipe).
[Robin Newby]

CNEWOCA Officers and Committee Members
Chairman: Tony Warren
ndtl3@yahoo.co.uk
Deputy Chairman: John Evans
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net
General Secretary: Katriona Moulton
katriona.moulton@outlook.com
3 Quarry Hill, Farndon, Chester. CH3 6NR
Treasurer: Ethan Henshaw
ethan.henshaw@mail.uk
Membership Secretary: Mike Edwards
rails@talktalk.net
5 Bradford Street, Chester, CH4 7DE

Committee Members
Quentin Bellamy
dqbellamy@yahoo.co.uk
Bob Owens
linhoole@aol.com
Iain Stinson
iain@stinson.org.uk
James Treloar
(jamestreloar83@gmail.com)
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