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This  Month 
Monday 28 September at 7.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
St. Eurgain & St. Peter’s Church 

Northop, CH7 6BQ 

We will be welcomed to this historic church 

by the resident organist Phil Wendt who 

will also demonstrate the organ before 

throwing open the console to members.  A 

chance to introduce us all to your suggested 

music for harvest. 

Directions – Join the A55 at a convenient 

junction and leave at junction 33 and follow 

the Mold sign.  The church’s famous tower 

(see above) can be seen almost 

immediately.  There is street parking by 

turning left immediately after the church. 

Next Month 
At the moment there is no meeting  

scheduled for October - simply because we 

are having difficulty in contacting a 

proposed venue.  Can anyone 

arrange/suggest something on a date  

towards the end of the month so that I can 

notify members in time? RJ 

 

Email contact 
I am formulating an email mailing list of all 

members. It will be done is such a way as 

not to divulge member's email addresses 

but is a useful way of passing on any last 

minute messages. Please email me at 

bob.jones25@btinternet.com if you do not 

wish to be included. RJ 

 

Newsletter by email 

Does anyone have any objection to 

receiving the newsletter as a pdf via email? 

This will certainly cut down postage costs 

as well as the time spent in printing, 

enveloping etc If you are happy to receive 

the newsletter via email then please let me 

know - by email. RJ 

 

. The  Chairman  Writes 
 

We had a very select group at West Kirby 

but it was very enjoyable and a lovely day.  

The stained glass windows at the Methodist 

Church were particularly impressive and I 

would like to pass on the thanks of the 

Association to all those who were actively 

involved. Thanks also to Tim for providing 

us with a mini recital at St Bridget's.  

 

The programme for the next 12 months is 

coming together. At the moment it is as 

follows: 

Next Monday 28 September at 7.30 pm  - 

St Eurgain and St Peter, Northop 

October - no meeting as yet - but we did 

manage two in September.  

Sat 28 November - a date not to be missed 

as we go to Liverpool Metropolitan 

Catholic  Cathedral at 12 noon 

December - It is hoped to arrange for a 

Saturday  meeting in Rhyl to visit the Binns 

organ at the Sussex St. Christian Centre - 

see following article. 

Our first meeting in 2016 is Sat 30 January 

at 2.30 when we take up Ian Tracey's kind 

invitation to visit Liverpool Anglican 

Cathedral - another date not to be missed.    

At the moment there is nothing for 

February although we are trying to arrange 

a visit to Ellesmere College to hear (and 

play) the famous Schulze organ. 

Monday 7 March a joint social event with 

the Liverpool Association. 

March - date to be confirmed - a possible 

Saturday visit to the Willis Organ works in 

Liverpool. 

On Tuesday 26 April we visit Chester 

Cathedral at 7.30 

On Monday 30 May we visit St Asaph 

Cathedral at 7.30 

The date for the AGM is to be fixed - does 

anyone have any suggestions for a speaker? 

 

Binns Organ in Rhyl 

A three manual Binns organ has been 

revealed in the Sussex Street Christian 

Centre, Rhyl. It was originally built in 1910 

for Bilston Methodist Church and, due to 

demolition of that building it was moved to 

its present location in 1969. Resident 

organist for 50 years, Dr. Raymond 

Hardway (a retired GP.) states that, on its 

arrival, it was rebuilt by Reeves and Merner 

with electro-pneumatic action and with 

detached console near the front of the 

church with the organ in the rear gallery. 

Stops were added and the Great Trumpet 

extended upwards to include a Clarion 4' 

(and put onto the Pedals) with an additional 

(half-length pipes) extension downwards to 

16'. This gives 16', 8' and 4' reeds on the 

Pedals and 8' and 4' on both Great and 

Choir (by borrowing). The Choir organ 

includes also Dulciana 8' an (unenclosed) 

Geigen - the rest is enclosed - and Flutes 

 types at 8', 4',1 3/5', 1 1/3' and also 

Fifteenth 2, and its Octave at 1' (separate 

ranks), also Clarinet 8' (plus the borrowed 

Trumpet at 8’ and 4’ extension.).There's a 

Pedal acoustic 32' stop (the 16' Open Wood 

plus quinted Bourdon) and two 16's and two 

8's and a 4' Diapason - these by extended 

ranks. Swell smallish at 8 stops. The 

present cleaning and repairing work is 

almost finished and is being done by 

Cartwright and Cartwright of Newcastle-

under-Lyme. Dr Hardway will be arranging 

a re-opening recital very soon and details 

will be made available to members.  

 

Background information about 

organ stops 
Last month I gave some background on the 

"Sylvestrina" stop as this was one which I 

had not come across and is present on the 

West Kirby Methodist Church that we 

visited last time out.. The Binns organ at 

Rhyl has a "Geigan" stop and overleaf I 

give a little of the background to that stop. I 

hope you find these snippets interesting as 

you can expect more over the coming 

months (years). RJ 

 

Subscription Reminder 

The Annual Subscription was due on 

1 September. If you have not done so 

already, please let Iain Stinson have it as 

soon as possible to avoid the work of 

producing and your receiving a personal 

“red” reminder slip next month. A 

Membership Badge Insert for the 

2015/2016 Season is enclosed if your 

subscription was received before 15 

September.  For subscriptions received 

between 16 September and 12 October, 

it will be with the October Newsletter. 

http://www.cnewoca.org.uk/


What’s  On  ? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm. 

  1 Oct Philip Rushforth 

  9 Oct David Poulter - L'pool Cathedral 

16 Oct Steven Power - Brecon Cathedral 

23 Oct Benjamin Chewter 

30 Oct Roger Fisher 
 

Bangor Cathedral 
Tuesday 20 October at 1.10pm 

Simon Leach 

Church of the Holy Name, Manchester 

Retiring Collection 
 

The Wesley Church Centre 

St. John Street, Chester 

Tuesdays at 12.45pm 

29 Sep Qian Wu (Violin) and 

   Russell Loams (Piano) 

  6 Oct Pianists from Chetham’s  S of M   

13 Oct Winners of Chester Competitive 

   Music Festival 

20 Oct Maria Luc (Piano) 

27 Oct Rachel Johnson (Flute) and            

           Jemima Palfreyman  (Piano) 

Retiring Collection 

 
 

St Giles Wrexham 
Sat 31 October at 7pm 

Elias Ackerley 
Member Gilmour Pemberton has brought to 

my attention this piano recital. Elias is 14 

years of age, a pupil at Chetham's and is an 

exceptional pianist. The programme 

includes music by Beethoven , Debussy, 

Liszt and Chopin. 

Admission £5 

  

 

Chester Cathedral 
RSCM Diocesan Festival 

Sat 10 October at 5.30pm 

Conductor Benjamin Chewter 

Organist Andrew Wyatt 
The Diocesan Singing Festival is open to all 

choirs within the Diocese. The theme of the 

service is social justice and will be celebrating 

the 800th anniversary of the sealing of Magna 

Carta. The RSCM festival service book 'Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done' will be used for 

this event. 

To gain entry you will need to purchase a 

festival booklet at a cost of £5 and there is a 

retiring collection  

 

 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

A Question for Heaven 
A young couple about to marry were killed 

and on reaching the pearly gates asked St. 

Peter if they could marry in Heaven. I’ve 

never been asked that before but I’ll go and 

find out, replied St. Peter.  Two months 

later he returned and with a beaming smile 

said “Yes, you can marry in heaven”.  The 

couple then asked, if the marriage didn’t 

work out could they be divorced in Heaven.  

St. Peter’s smile turned to one of rage.  It’s 

taken me two months to find a Clergyman 

here but goodness knows how long it will 

take me to find a Lawyer! 

Ray Harper 
I think that most, if not all of you, are aware 

that a few weeks ago Ray had a nasty fall 

which resulted in him having a new hip and 

reconstruction in that area. You will be 

pleased to know that Ray is making steady, 

but slow, progress. He must be getting a 

little better as he is now sending me regular 

emails!! We wish him well and we also 

remember Brenda  for whom it has been a 

difficult time. 

More on Tournemire 

Jim Treloar writes:  Those with long 

memories or who may still have back 

copies of our Newsletter may recall that I 

wrote some short notes a few years ago 

about Tournemire’s association with 

Chester.  Basically I found that his first 

wife, Alice, came from Chester.   I have 

recently been in contact with two well 

known organists who also have an interest 

in Tournemire and his music and 

occasionally play it.  In this exchange the 

name of another Paris organist cropped up, 

Daniel Lesur (1908-2002), and the 

possibility that he was Tournemire’s son.  

He studied under Tournemire and from 

1927-1937 was assistant to him at St. 

Clotilde in Paris.  He was at one time 

Director of Opera National de Paris and 

was great friends with Messiaen.  In 1936 

he gave the first performance of Messiaen’s 

La Nativite de Signeur together with Jean 

Langlais and Jean-Jacques Grunenwald.   

Although there is no positive evidence of 

him being Tournemire’s son as far as I 

know, it is interesting that his mother’s 

name was Alice Lesur (nee Thiboust) but 

his father’s name is not mentioned.  Alice 

was a composer in her own right and some 

music by her has been published.   

Tournemire must have had an attachment to 

the name Alice as both his wives were 

named Alice as well.  Furthermore 

Tournemire’s papers have recently become 

available but it appears a third of them had 

been destroyed by his widow, Alice.  Was 

there something she didn’t want to be 

known?  Intriguing.   If any of our 

professional organists should have any 

further information I would be interested to 

hear about it 

Maurice Greene 

Born in London on 2 

August 1695, the son of a 

clergyman,  he became a 

choirboy at St Paul's 

Cathedral under Jeremiah 

Clarke and Charles King. 

He studied the organ 

under Richard Brind, and 

after Brind died, Greene became organist at 

St Paul's Cathedral. With the death of 

William Croft in 1727, Greene became 

organist and composer at the Chapel Royal, 

and in 1730 he became Professor of Music 

at Cambridge University. In 1735 he was 

appointed Master of the King's Musick. He 

wrote a considerable number of Anthems 

and Motets still used in Cathedrals and 

Churches today. He also wrote much 

secular music. His organ music was written 

on two staves much of which has been 

successfully transcribed onto three stave.  

Very enjoyable to play and hear.  Ray 

Harper has the following on offer – Minuet 

in G, Intro & Trumpet Tune and Minuet 

and Voluntary in C Minor.  If you would 

like to acquire any of these contact Ray on 

postmaster@rbh2hrb.plus.com.  

Maurice Greene died in London on 1 

December 1755. 

 

Giegan Diapason 
Regularly seen when seated at the console 

this stop is a diapason/string hybrid. Giegan 

comes from the German geige meaning 

"violin". It is most often found at 8' pitch 

although 4' is not uncommon and is usually 

of open cylindrical metal construction but is 

occasionally found to be made of wood. It 

follows that the Violin Diapason is likely to 

be the same but some say that  this stop is 

actually stringier than the Geigan Diapason 

and of course there are variations between 

builders. Generally found as the foundation 

stop in the Swell division. RJ 

 

 

Membership List 
Add – Ethan Henshall, c/o 5, Bradford 

Street, Handbridge, Chester, CH4 7DE,  

 

Newsletter  Contributions 

Contributions for the October Newsletter 

are required before 30 September but much 

earlier in the month would be helpful.  

Email appreciated but hard copy just as 

acceptable. It’s never too early to send the 

PO articles and the details of events you 

organise, the latter from the last week in 

October up to the end of November being 

required before 30 September, as are flyers 

(90 required) for inclusion in the October 

mailing.  
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