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This Month 
Cilcain Parish Church 

Monday 24 October 7.30pm 
 

Having looked at the parish website, I see 

that there are a number of interesting 

features in this church, and I for one am 

looking forward to discovering a little more 

next Monday evening.  The NPOR refers to 

the organ as being Rushworth and Dreaper 

with a reference to "Willis?" (more 

information on the night). 

The organ is a small 2 manual with a 3 rank 

mixture on the Great; there are 5 stops on 

the swell including a Cornopean - see 

article overleaf.  The parish website has a 

link to a pdf document - "visitor booklet" - 

on the home page which gives the 

following information: 

"When the gallery was removed in 1888, a 

small organ (bought from Llandurnog 

Church) was placed behind a screen in the 

Eastern Arch of the arcade with a door to 

the Vicar's vestry beside it.  In 1912 it was 

replaced by a new mechanical action 

machine made by the respected Liverpool 

builders Rushworth & Dreaper. The former 

organ screen was built into the new case 

and the vestry door was blocked: the vicar 

now has to reach his vestry down the length 

of the North Aisle.  The organ was hand-

blown until 1965.  The oil lamps, suspended 

on wrought ironwork made by the local 

smith, were converted to electricity when it 

came to the village in 1957-9." 

So now you know that we are to be let 

loose on a mechanical action "machine"!! 

The Church is situated in The Square, 

Cilcain and the postcode is CH7 5NN. 
 

Next Month 
St Saviours, Oxton  

Monday 14 November 7.30 pm 
A chance to hear and play yet another  

4 manual 
 

The Chairman Writes 
September seems to be the time when many 

activities start up again.  If you managed to 

get away, I hope you had a good time and 

have renewed enthusiasm for the months 

ahead. 

Following requests for events ‘down the 

coast’, some of us travelled quite a distance 

to our September event at Bangor 

Cathedral, and I can personally say that it 

was worth every mile.  We couldn’t have 

received a warmer welcome or had a more 

knowledgeable host than the Cathedral’s 

organist, Martin Brown.  Martin treated us 

to an audio tour of the various stops, as well 

as a look inside the mighty organ itself 

before we were given the opportunity to 

enjoy playing the instrument ourselves.  In 

my humble opinion, the organ in Bangor 

Cathedral is probably the best sounding 

organ in Wales, and I felt very fortunate to 

have the opportunity to play it – thank you, 

Martin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many times now that I find 

myself thinking how lucky I am to have 

music as a hobby, and all the opportunities 

it gives me to meet people.  I feel very 

fortunate as an amateur organist and choir 

trainer to be able to bring joy to people 

through my music-making and as part of 

my Christian witness.  I wonder how many 

of us play at the same Church each week 

and how many are wandering minstrels 

with no spiritual homes?  And finally, how 

many of us play for no fee each Sunday 

because we believe it’s our calling and the 

way we can bring others closer to the 

ultimate “Good News”? 

After some initial thoughts when the 

Committee met up and shared a meal 

together, we will be meeting again next 

month to begin more detailed plans for the 

2017/18 season.  I’ve previously mentioned 

that it’s good to share ideas, and we have 

been fortunate in the past couple of years to 

have some new members on the 

Committee; however, we mustn’t be 

complacent, so please consider what you 

can do to help and in what direction you 

might like the Association to head in the 

future.  I’m sure we are all aware that if we 

keep doing the same things without 

‘moving on’, the Association will stagnate 

and die.  We have lots of talent within our 

Association, so I’m asking you to share 

your ideas and get involved; after all, it is 

YOUR Association and I would love to 

hear your ideas.  Our Association needs 

more outreach (like many Churches) if it is 

to survive.  If you have ideas for recruiting 

more members or for events that would 

attract them, please let me know. 

I’m really looking forward to our October 

event at Cilcain Parish Church, as I’ve seen 

the church from the outside on many 

occasions when I’ve playing on the nearby 

bowling green, and it would be good to see 

what it looks like on the inside!   

I hope to see you soon but in the meantime, 

if you’d like to discuss anything to do with 

CNEWOCA, don’t hesitate to contact me 

on 07939 645688 or by email 

angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 
 

Assistant Organist Appointed  
Rachel Mahon has been appointed Assistant 

Organist at Chester Cathedral, a post she 

combines with a busy international recital 

schedule.  Recent and upcoming recitals 

include an opening concert for the Montreal 

Symphony with an all-English programme 

at Maison Symphonique de Montréal; 

St Alban’s Cathedral, UK; Royal Canadian 

College of Organists’ National Convention 

2016; Orgelsommer Festival 2016, 

St Michaelis Church, Lüneburg, Germany; 

Temple Church, London, UK (presented by 

the Keyboard Trust); and St Thomas Fifth 

Avenue, New York City.  She is equally 

experienced as an accompanist, having 

performed extensively with numerous 

choirs and ensembles, including the 

Mendelssohn Singers, the Elora Festival 

Singers and the Tallis Choir of Toronto.  

 

 Rachel was Organ 

Scholar at St Paul's 

Cathedral in London 

from 2014 to 2016.  As 

one of the full time 

organists, she regularly 

played and conducted 

for services, working 

with  the  world   famous 

Cathedral Choir in the daily cycle of 

worship as well as services of national 

significance.  She has played for several 

high profile events, including those in the  
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What’s On? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm 

20 Oct Paul Derrett, Hull 

27 Oct Roger Fisher, Organist Emeritus 

Chester Cathedral 

3 Nov Graham Eccles, St Asaph 

10 Nov Simon Headley, Leicester 

17 Nov  Roger Bryan, Bowden 

24 Nov  Rachel Mahon, Chester 
 

Music at Wesley 
St John Street, Chester 
Tuesdays at 12.45pm 

25 Oct    Chester Competitive Music  

              Festival Winners 

1 Nov     Luke Jones - piano 

8 Nov     Chetham's School Instrumentalists 

15 Nov  Deborah Catterall (mezzo soprano), 

High Cherry (lute) 

Admission free - retiring collection  
 

Chester Cathedral 
Friday 21 October at 7.30pm 

Great British Choral Anthems 
featuring  

Chester Cathedral Choir 
directed by Philip Rushforth 

Organist: Andrew Wyatt 
and  

The City of London Sinfonia 
directed by Stephen Layton 

 

Handel Coronation Anthems “The King Shall 

Rejoice”, “My Heart is Inditing”, “Let Thy Hand 

be Strengthened” and “Zadok the Priest”.  James 

MacMillan “O give Thanks Unto the Lord.  

Bairstow “Blessed City, Heavenly Salem” and 

Elgar “O Hearken Thou”.  Also Bach, 

Orchestral; Suite No 1 in D and Handel, Organ 

Concerto in B flat major. 
 

(Soloist: Philip Rushforth) 
Tickets £15, £20 and £25 (children £5) 

Supported by the Friends of 

 Cathedral Music and The Arts Council 

 

St Werburgh's, Church 
Grosvenor Park Road Chester 

Friday 4 November at 7.30pm 

Graham Eccles 
Admission free - retiring collection 

 

St Andrews, Tarvin 
Friday 21 October 7.30 

Glyn Mon Hughes 
Admission free - retiring collection  

 

St Giles’, Wrexham 
Mondays at 12.30pm 

24 Oct John Evans, Chester 

31 Oct  Christopher Pilsbury, Wrexham 

Admission free - retiring collection  

Lunches available 

 

.....................from front page.................. 

presence of royalty. Rachel has won 

numerous awards and competitions in 

Canada, including a graduating scholarship 

from the Faculty of Music, University of 

Toronto and the Godfrey Hewitt Memorial 

Scholarship from the Royal Canadian 

College of Organists.   

She holds a Bachelor of Music degree in 

Organ Performance from the University of 

Toronto, where she studied with Professor 

John Tuttle.  Whilst pursuing her degree, 

Rachel was the Bevan Organ Scholar at 

Trinity College, U of T, as well as the 

Principal Organist at Timothy Eaton 

Memorial Church.  She has also held organ 

scholarships at St James Cathedral, Toronto 

and Truro Cathedral, UK.  Rachel currently 

studies with Henry Fairs at the Birmingham 

Conservatoire.  

In 2012, Rachel and fellow organist Sarah 

Svendsen founded the duo Organized 

Crime and the two organists aim to 

entertain audiences not only with their 

music, but with their crazy antics.  More 

information may be found at 

www.organizedcrimeduo.com.   

For a list of upcoming concerts and for 

more information, please visit 

www.rachelmahon.co.uk.  We wish Rachel 

all the best in her new post! 
 

David Poulter 
Priory Records has issued the 

100th and last in its series of 

Great European Organs, this 

one featuring Liverpool 

Cathedral Organ in an 

excellent programme 

superbly played by David 

Poulter.  Martin Clarke, writing in the 

September 2016 Organists’ Review, has 

nothing but praise for this “highly 

enjoyable disc” and David’s superb 

playing.  The disc is PRCD 1158 and is 

well worth buying. 
 

Vacant Organ Bench 

St Andrew's Church in Tarvin are looking 

to appoint a Musical Director/Organist from 

14 November. The successful applicant will 

be expected to build and develop on the 

strong musical nature that the Church 

currently enjoys, in particular the music of 

an engaging congregation, an existing 4-

part harmony choir and an existing youth 

choir.  There are two services on a Sunday, 

one-hour choir practice on a Thursday with 

an additional 45 minutes for the youth choir 

during term-time, and the usual weddings/ 

funerals.  Pay is in line with RSCM rates 

and is reviewed annually.  
 

The Cornopean 

A common stop and which I, for one, take 

for granted, but from where does it 

originate?  A cornopean is a large valved 

horn or trumpet similar to an orchestral 

cornet - it is also described as a post horn 

with valves.  The word originates from the 

Latin cornus meaning horn and paean 

being an English word meaning "song of 

praise".  The stop was invented by William 

Hill around the mid 1820's and perfected by 

Henry Willis.   The Cornopean stop is 

essentially a trumpet of larger scale, having 

the typical inverted conical resonators. 

James Ingall Wedgwood's A 

Comprehensive Dictionary of Organ Stops 

English and Foreign, Ancient and Modern 

reports that in Germany the Cornopean 

used to be a large-scale flue stop with a 

horn-like tone, and there is reference in 

another book, Carl Locher "An explanation 

of the Organ Stops" describes it as a flue, 

but he then cites examples which are clearly 

reeds, which casts doubt on his veracity.  

My source of this information (being 

www.organstops.org/) goes on to say that 

there are no known examples of a flue 

Cornopean.  There is one flue pipe in the 

Cornopean rank at St Francis, Chester.  The 

organ was rebuilt in 1998 and the organ 

builder, Rod Billingsley, showed me the 

"infiltrator", adding that space was so 

limited in the Swell box that a flue pipe had 

been used. RJ 
 

Subs are overdue 
I enclose individual reminders for those 

whose subs are outstanding - if you have 

paid recently, I apologise. Membership 

cards will be included with next month's 

newsletter.  
 

Belated Birthday Wishes 
The Association was well represented at 

Roger Fisher's 80th birthday recital at 

Malpas a couple of weeks ago.  The 

Association would like to wish Roger all 

the best on reaching this magnificent 

milestone and we eagerly await the 90th 

birthday recital in 10 years’ time.  Could we 

also take this opportunity to express our 

appreciation for all the work that Roger has 

done over the years to promote organ music 

in Chester, in particular the regular 

Thursday lunchtime recitals.  We mustn't 

forget Gill's work in that respect, as she 

worked tirelessly behind the scenes, and it 

was good to see her recovered to the extent 

that she is back page turning.  
 

Newsletter Contributions 

Contributions for the November newsletter 

are required before 31 October, as the 

November meeting is on 14th of the month, 

so the newsletter will go out early.  Please 

write to Bob Jones at 3 Appleton Road, 

Chester CH2 1JH or (preferred) e-mail at 

bob.jones25@btinternet.com or telephone 

01244 315089 or 07701 052304. 

 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

 

http://www.organstops.org/t/Trumpet.html
http://www.organrecitals/

