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This Month 
Monday 30 May at 7.30pm 

St. Asaph Cathedral 

 
 

Masterclass led by 

Alan McGuinness 

Volunteers required - please 

see the Chairman's report 
followed by an 

Open Console 

 

Next Month 
Tuesday 14 June at 7.00pm 

AGM & Dinner 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual 

General Meeting of the Chester & North-

East Wales Organists’ & Choirmasters’ 

Association will be held at 7.00pm on 

Tuesday 14 June 2016 in the Club House 

Restaurant, Upton-by-Chester Golf Club.  

Nominations are invited for the posts of 

Chairman, Vice-Chairman, General 

Secretary, Membership Secretary, 

Treasurer, Publicity Officer and 6 

Committee Members.  A Nomination Form 

is enclosed and this should be completed 

and handed to Angela Evans (General 

Secretary) at this month’s meeting or sent 

to her, as soon as possible, at 11 Lindfields, 

Saltney, Chester  CH4 8QD or by e-mail at 

angiejohnevans@uwclub.net.  

 

Please ensure that the consent of nominees 

has been obtained before you propose them.  

You may nominate yourself to serve in 

any of the posts.  Iain Stinson is standing 

down as Membership Secretary this year.   

Items of “Any Other Business” will only be 

accepted if they are forwarded to the 

General Secretary, in writing, at least seven 

days in advance of the meeting. 
 

The Chairman Writes 
Our April event gave us both the 

opportunity to play the organ in Chester 

Cathedral coupled with the chance to enjoy 

a fascinating guided tour of “The Cathedral 

at Height”.  The advantage of including this 

in addition to the ‘open console’ attracted 

four or five non-members to join in the 

evening, bringing those who attended up to 

around thirty.  Our grateful thanks go to 

Philip Rushforth (Director of Music at the 

Cathedral) who arranged this for us, to 

Peter (our expert guide) and to Bob & 

Linda Owens, who provided us with 

welcome refreshments after all those steps! 

Later this month, on Monday 30th  May at 

7.30pm, Alan McGuinness has kindly 

agreed to lead an Organ Masterclass for us 

at St Asaph Cathedral.  I envisage the 

Masterclass portion of the evening lasting 

around an hour, which will probably allow 

4 of our members to play a piece lasting up 

to 5 minutes and then receive some advice 

from Alan.  This is an ideal opportunity for 

some of our less skilled members to receive 

some help and advice too, so please don’t 

feel you’ve got to be one of our ‘better’ 

players to take up this opportunity.   This 

will still leave some time for other members 

to try the organ for themselves.  If you 

would be interested in taking part in the 

Masterclass, please let me know as soon as 

possible, along with the piece you propose 

to play.  Surprisingly, there haven’t been 

more volunteers than spaces at the moment, 

so do contact me if you are interested in 

taking part. 

Next month will be our AGM and Dinner.  

We are very fortunate and grateful to David 

Wells for agreeing to be our after-dinner 

speaker.  The menu will be a carvery, 

followed by a choice of dessert, finishing 

off with tea/coffee at a cost of £18 per 

person.  Menu choices will be made ‘on the 

night’; however, you need to forward your 

payment to our Treasurer, David Bird, as 

soon as possible and, please, no later than 

31 May (115 Liverpool Road, Chester  

CH2 1BB).  The date, if it’s not already in 

your diary, is Tuesday 14 June.  The start 

time for the AGM is 7.00pm so that we can 

start the meal at around 7.45pm.  I hope that 

you will feel able to invite guests to what 

should be an excellent evening. 

Our 2015/16 Programme of events has been 

a very ambitious, including visits to four 

cathedrals (Liverpool Anglican, Liverpool 

Metropolitan, Chester and St Asaph).  You 

will find plenty of other information about 

the AGM on the enclosed Agenda, and I 

urge you to consider being pro-active in 

making the Association a greater success.  

There are so many ways you can do this, 

not least by encouraging someone to come 

along to our events or perhaps by writing an 

article for the Newsletter.  If you have ideas 

for recruiting more members or for events 

that would attract them, please let your 

Committee know. 

The programme for 2016/17 will hopefully 

be distributed with the June Newsletter 

after your Committee have confirmed the 

final dates at their meeting early in May.  

We are all benefiting from the enthusiasm 

of the new Officers and Committee 

members who were elected last year.  The 

Officers (with one exception, although we 

have already had an offer to take over that 

vacancy) will be standing for re-election, as 

will most of the Committee.  There will be 

one or two vacancies on the Committee, so 

if you would be interested, please give me a 

call or e-mail. 

If you’d like to discuss anything to do with 

CNEWOCA, don’t hesitate to contact me 

on 01244-674878, 07939-645688 or by e-

mail angiejohnevans@uwclub.net and don’t 

forget to send your AGM dinner payment 

(payable to CNEWOCA) to David Bird by 

31 May. 

 

Richard Hills FRCO 
Richard Hills features in the Battle of the 

Organs (advertised overleaf).  He was 

Organ Scholar at Exeter College Oxford 

and has had spells at Portsmouth Cathedral 

and Westminster Abbey. He is currently 

pursuing a freelance career whilst being 

organist at St Marys Bourne St Belgravia 

London SW1. He is musical advisor to the 

Cinema Organ Society and is one of the 

few organists to have truly bridged the 

divide between the world of the classical 

organ and that of the theatre organ. In 1995 

at the age of 14 he was the overall winner 

of the American Theatre Organ Society 

Young Theatre Organist of the year in 

Detroit Michigan. 

http://www.cnewoca.org.uk/
mailto:angiejohnevans@uwclub.net


What’s On? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm 

26 May Andrew Wyatt 

  2 Jun Roger Fisher 

  9 Jun David Lammler - Margate 

16 Jun Richard Walker - Shrewsbury 

23 Jun Philip Rushforth 

30 Jun John Nothaft – Oundle Award Winner 

 

Chester Cathedral 
Friday 20 May 2016 at 7.30pm 

Battle of the Organs 
After the success of last year’s event, 

another monumental evening of organ 

music will feature two digital (state of the 

art) organs, a chamber organ and the 

mighty cathedral organ played in various 

combinations by Philip Rushforth, Andrew 

Wyatt, Geoff Woolatt and Richard Hills. 

 Admission £10.00 
To book tickets contact the Chester 

Cathedral Box Office on (01244) 500959 or 

visit   www.chestercathedral.com. 
 

St. Asaph Cathedral 
Wednesday 1 June at 7.30pm 

Mervyn Cousins 
Formerly Director of Music, 

Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral 

Admission £6.00 incl. programme, etc 
 

St Giles’, Wrexham 
Mondays at 12.30pm 

16 May - Gerry Howe 

23 May - Charles Jones 

30 May - Stewart Smith 

6 June - David Bird 

13 June - John Hosking 

20 June - Glyn Mon Hughes  

Lunches from 12 noon 

Retiring Collection 
 

St. Andrew’s Church, Tarvin 
Friday 27 May at 7.30pm 

Concert featuring 

John & Angela Evans 
(Organ & Contralto) 

Retiring Collection 

Refreshments available 

Friday 17 June at 7.30pm 

Organ Recital by resident organist 

Michael Reynolds 
Retiring Collection 

Refreshments available 

 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

 

Romance from France 
Allegro Music is offering, at a reduced 

price, three Graded Romantic French 

Anthologies edited by Gerald Brooks and 

published by Cramer. Vol. 1 (Grades 1-3) is 

£8.00, Vol. 2 (Grades 4-5) is £11.65 and 

Vol. 3 (Grades 6-7) available in September 

is £13.45.  All three are on offer at the 

special price of £31.35.  The pieces are 

listed on the ABRSM Organ Syllabus but 

also provide a collection of French music 

spanning two centuries.  Study notes, 

performance tips and suggestions on 

registration are included. 

Organless Proms 2015 
Ray Harper writes: “Why do the BBC 

boycott the organ?  Who is responsible for 

this?  In the 2015 Proms whole evenings 

were devoted to the music of J.S. Bach.  I 

heard one featuring solo violin, another 

cello and a third piano.  Did I miss one 

featuring the restored excellent RAH Willis 

instrument or didn’t the producers realise 

that Bach wrote a vast output of organ 

music?  In the introduction clips to the Last 

Night of the Proms one showed the organ 

tuner at work but despite later seeing the 

organist hard at work, the organ could not 

be heard either on the TV or radio.  I’m 

sure those in the Hall enjoyed hearing it in 

all its glory.  Another example of the BBC’s 

reluctance to feature the sound of an organ 

is in the once popular Sunday Songs of 

Praise.  Why do we have to endure 

accompaniment by a brass band when all 

churches have an organ and use it to 

accompany the singing?” 

 

Flor Peeters 
Born 4 July 1903 in Tielen, he 

was an important Belgian 

composer, organist and 

teacher.  When sixteen years 

old, he began his studies at the 

Lemmens Institute in 

Mechelen where his teachers included Jules 

Van Nuffel, with whom he later 

collaborated, together with the Institute's 

other professors, to produce the Nova 

Organi Harmonia. In 1923 he became an 

organ teacher at the Institute and chief 

organist at the St. Rumbold's Cathedral in 

Mechelen, a post he held for much of the 

rest of his life. As an organist and teacher, 

Peeters enjoyed great renown, giving 

concerts and liturgical masterclasses all 

over the world. He made recordings of 

organ music of the sixteenth, seventeenth 

and eighteenth Century, some having been 

reissued on CDs. Most of his own, well 

over 100 pieces, were for organ, choir, or 

both, and his music embodied that of the 

school of Flemish polyphony.   He was 

made a Baron by King Baudouin of 

Belgium in 1971and died in Mechelen on 4 

July 1986, his 83rd Birthday.  

Of Peeters music, Ray Harper has a copy of 

Modale Suite and an album of 10 organ 

Chorales for various seasons, both of which 

he highly recommends.  If you are 

interested in obtaining these, contact Ray 

on postmaster@rbh2hrb.plus.com or phone 

him on 01244 372822. 

Organists Required 

St James’, Christleton 

Director of Music 
St. James’ has a long history of Church 

music and is affiliated to the Royal School 

of Church Music.  We require a Director of 

Music to develop and grow our choir, 

encourage the inclusion of children and 

young people in the music of the Church 

and who has a good knowledge of organ 

playing, experience of leading and 

conducting choirs and willingness to work 

with the clergy, other musicians and the 

Church community.  The organ is a 

Holditch RCO 2-manual full pedal board 

instrument.  It was installed in the Church 

in 1878 and rebuilt in 1988.  Fees for a 

suitable candidate are those set out by the 

RSCM and additionally there are statutory 

fees for weddings and funerals.  

Contact:  The Rector, The Rectory,  

Birch Heath Lane, Christleton,  

Chester CH3 7AP     Tel: 01244 335663 
 

St. Mary's Church, Pulford 
is looking for a regular organist for one 

service per week at 9.45am or an organist to 

play on a rota basis with others.  There is no 

choir. Contact Tom Walker on 

straightmile@sky.com for further details. 

 

Work on the heart 
Dennis Jones writes: “A Lexus mechanic 

was removing a cylinder head from the 

engine of a LS460 when he spotted a well-

known cardiologist in his shop.  The 

cardiologist was there waiting for the 

service manager to come and take a look at 

his car when the mechanic shouted across 

the garage, ‘Hey Doc, want to take a look 

at this?’  The cardiologist, a bit surprised, 

walked over to where the mechanic was 

working.  The mechanic straightened up, 

wiped his hands on a rag and asked, ‘So 

Doc, look at this engine. I opened its heart, 

took the valves out, repaired or replaced 

anything damaged, and then put everything 

back in, and when I finished, it worked just 

like new. So how is it that I make £25,000 a 

year and you make 10 times as much, when 

you and I are doing basically the same 

work?’  The cardiologist paused, leaned 

over, and then whispered to the 

mechanic.....‘Try doing it with the engine 

running.’ “ 

Newsletter Contributions 

Contributions for the June Newsletter are 

required before 28 May, but earlier would 

be helpful.  E-mail is appreciated but hard 

copy is equally acceptable. It’s never too 

early to send us articles/details of events 

you are organising, the latter (from the last 

week in June up to the end of July) being 

required before 28 May so that flyers can 

be included in the June mailing.  Please 

send your submissions to our Publicity 

Officer, Bob Jones (e-mail bob@bob-

jones.org.uk) or phone 01244 315089. 
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