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This  Month 
Monday 25 May at 7.30pm 

Hamilton Street Methodist Church 

Hoole, CH2 3JG 

The art of composing 
Meet and learn from composer,  

choral director and organist  

Philip Stopford 
He will be illustrating his talk with music 

both on CD and piano.  There will be 

refreshments and a chance to chat with him. 

Next Month 

The  A. G. M. and Dinner 
With Guest speaker 

Professor Ian Tracey 
Organist Titulaire, Liverpool Cathedral 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual 

General Meeting of the Chester & North-East 

Wales Organists’ & Choirmasters’ 

Association will be held at 7.00pm. on 

Tuesday 23 June 2015 in the Club House 

Restaurant, Upton-by-Chester Golf Club. 

Nominations are Invited for the posts of 

Chairman, Vice-Chairman, General 

Secretary, Membership Secretary, 

Treasurer, Publicity Officer, and 6 

Committee Members, A Nomination Form 

is enclosed and this should be completed 

and handed to Derek Lacey (General 

Secretary) at this month’s meeting or sent, 

as soon as possible, to him at 60, Beechley 

Road, WREXHAM, LL13 7BA.  

Telephone No. 01978 359331, or 

alternatively Emailed to John Evans at 

anjiejohnevans@uwclub.net   Please ensure 

that the consent of nominees has been 

obtained. You may nominate yourself to 

serve in any of the posts.  Stewart Donald 

(Treasurer) and Derek Lacey (General 

Secretary), who have been in office for 

many years, are standing down. These two 

posts must be filled for the Association to 

continue. Also, in the interests of the 

Association, Ray Harper (Publicity Officer) 

considers the time is nigh to hand-over to a 

successor sooner rather than later. He has 

enjoyed doing the work, despite having to 

write most of the articles himself, which are 

often based, for accuracy, on information 

published on the Internet and therefore in 

the Public Domain. However, he is 

uncertain how long he will be able or be 

prepared to carry-on.  He has in preparation 

the Newsletters for June, July and August 

together with the printed mailing envelopes. 

He will produce the pre-printed Renewal of 

Membership Forms, to go out in the August 

mailing, after the AGM when the 

Membership Secretary has been appointed. 

The Dinner this year is a Carvery and 

the cost is £16.00. See “The Chairman 

Writes” for full details 

The Chairman Writes 

It seems that every time I turn on the TV 

there is something on about the General 

Election, which of course will all have 

happened by the time you read this article; 

however, it has highlighted a few matters 

relating to our Association.  On Tuesday 23 

June we have our AGM & Dinner and 

unlike the General Election, we are 

struggling to find enough candidates to fill 

some of the Officer and Committee 

vacancies.  We are very grateful for the 

dedication that Derek Lacey (Secretary) and 

Stewart Donald (Treasurer) have given the 

Association but as previously mentioned, 

none of us are getting any younger and the 

time has come for someone else to take 

over.   

We are very fortunate to have Ian Tracey 

(Liverpool Cathedral) as our guest speaker 

at our Dinner; I’m sure Ian will entertain us 

with an amusing story or two.  There is no 

‘booking form’ for the meal this time as 

they will be doing a carvery, plus a choice 

of sweets, finishing with tea and coffee, 

however, I will need numbers by 11 June 

(you can pay your £16 ‘on the night’).  

Numbers are limited to approximately 30, 

so book early to avoid disappointment.  The 

start time for the AGM is 7.00pm so that 

we can start the meal at 7.45pm.  I hope 

that you will feel able to invite guests to 

what should be an excellent evening. 

Our Composite Recital at St Asaph was a 

great success, with performances given by 

Charles Jones, Iain Stinson, Tim Jones and 

myself.  We are very grateful to Alan 

McGuiness for giving us the opportunity to 

play the Cathedral Organ and for making us 

so welcome – Thank You, Alan. 

Our May event is being led by Philip 

Stopford, talking about his work as a 

composer and choral conductor.  I’m sure 

there will be many musical examples as 

well as talking, so please do join us at 

Hamilton Street on Monday 25 May and 

perhaps bring a friend along too. 

I began by mentioning the General 

Election, and another important likeness 

between the parliamentary candidates and 

the officers of this Association is that we 

are in the public eye representing the 

Association.  This can often prove to be a 

fine line to tread if we aren’t to allow our 

personal interests to surface above those of 

the Association, and I think that most of the 

time we get it right but very occasionally 

we stray from the line. 

Time continues to fly by at an alarming rate 

and I realise that this is my penultimate 

article as your Chairman in 2014/15, 

although you may re-elect me again.  I’m 

not going to go through all that we’ve done 

during the year but I do want to ask you to 

consider what you can offer our 

Organisation as the AGM approaches.   

In the meantime, if you’d like to discuss 

anything to do with CNEWOCA, don’t 

hesitate to contact me at home on 01244-

674878, or by mobile 07939 645688 or by 

email, angiejohnevans@uwclub.net and 

don’t forget to book you place at our 

Dinner. 

Membership  List  
Add – David A.H. Yates, 3, Neuadd Elwy, 

Swan Square, LLANFAIR TALHAIARN, 

Abergele, LL22 8RY – Mobile 07854 

578337 – Email dahyates@gmail.com 

Vacancy 

St. Mary’s Church, Broughton (near 

Airbus) is in need of a regular organist.  At 

present the church has been forced to  

resorted to CDs for its Sunday Sung 

Eucharist.  There is a small RSCM 

affiliated choir. Rev’d Danny Evans, the 

new Vicar, is anxious to use the two manual 

pipe organ for all Services. There is also the 

opportunity to play for Weddings and 

Funerals.  For full details contact the Vicar 

on 01244 796668 or Email 

revdannyevans@sky.com 

The Old, Old Storey 

One Sunday morning a Minister announced 

to his congregation: "I have good news and 

bad news. The good news is, we have 

enough money for the restoration of our 

famous pipe organ. The bad news is, it's 

still out there in your pockets." 

http://www.cnewoca.org.uk/
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What’s  On  ? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm. 

28 May Roger Fisher 

  4 Jun Laurence Lyndon-Jones -  

          Chelmsford 

11 Jun Edward Taylor - Carlisle 

18 Jun Benjamin Chewter 

Saturday 23 May at 7.30pm 

Chester Cathedral Nave Choir 
with The Chester Mozart Players 

Directed by Benjamin Chewter 

Perform 

Concert for Flute & Harp in C by Mozart 

and Magnificat by Bach 

Tickets Adults 12.50  -  Children £8.00 
 

St. Asaph Cathedral 
Wednesday 3 June at 7.30pm 

Jeremy Blasby 

Assistant Organist, Newport Cathedral 

Admission £5.00 incl. Programme etc 
 

Wesley Church Centre 

St. John Street, Chester, CH1 1DA 

Saturday 27 June at 12.45pm 

Harp Recital by 

Rebecca Moritzky 

USA Lakewood Scholar 

Retiring Collection 
 

St. Andrew’s Church, Tarvin 
Friday26 June at 7.30pm. 

Organ Recital by resident organist 

Michael Reynolds 
Retiring Collections 

Refreshments available 

 

St. Giles’ Church, Wrexham 
Mondays at 12.30 – Lunches from noon 

18 May  Charles Jones, Llandudno 

25 May John Evans , Hoole 

1 June Bob Jones - St. Francis , Chester 

Retiring Collection 

 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

On the Move 

Our founder Rev’d Canon D Quentin 

Bellamy has moved from the Parish of 

Prestatyn to the Parishes of Llanelian & Old 

Colwyn. He will be inducted in the Church 

of St. Catherine & St. John the Baptist, Old 

Colwyn, on Monday 18 May 2015.  

Whilst Vicar of Llay he replaced the ailing 

Bogis & Bogis pipe organ with a pipe organ 

rescued from a redundant church and rebuilt 

by Keith Edwards. At Prestatyn he replaced 

the pipe organ with a Wyvern digital 

instrument. He’ll be pleased that nothing of 

this nature  is needed at Old Colwyn. 

César Franck 
 was born on 10 December 

1822 in Liège, in what is 

now Belgium (though at the 

time of his birth it was part 

of the United Kingdom of 

the Netherlands).  In that city 

he gave his first concerts in 1834.  He 

studied privately in Paris from 1835, where 

his teachers included Anton Reicha.  After 

a brief return to Belgium he moved to Paris, 

where he married and embarked on a career 

as teacher and organist.  He gained a 

reputation as a formidable improviser, and 

travelled widely in France to demonstrate 

new instruments built by Aristide Cavaillé-

Coll.  In 1858 he became organist at Sainte-

Clotilde, a position he retained for the rest 

of his life.  He became professor at the 

Paris Conservatoire in 1872; he took French 

nationality, a requirement of the 

appointment.  His pupils included Louis 

Vierne and Charles Tournemire.  After 

acquiring the professorship Franck wrote 

several pieces that have entered the 

standard classical repertoire, including 

symphonic, chamber, keyboard works and 

organ works.  Of the latter, most recitalists 

include in their repertoire the Three 

Chorales and Pièce Héroique.  He is best 

known by most folks for Panis Angelicus 

sung so regularly even to-day.  He was 

involved in an accident in early 1990 that 

did not at first seem to affect him but as the 

year progressed he became more and more 

feeble and died on 8 November.  

Ray Harper still has on offer the following 

pieces - 

Pastorale (Edwin Ashdown Ltd), Prière 

(Novello) and an album edited by J. Stuart 

Archer, of 5 Favourite Pieces – Cantabile, 

Choral Nos.1 & 2, Fantaisie and Pièce 

Héroique (published by Paxton). 

All he asks is for donations, the equivalent 

of which he forwards to Macmillan Cancer 

Support as Gift Aid Donations. - £500 

donated so far.   

A Chorister’s Confession 

Seen in the Choir Vestry in Lichfield Cathedral 

Almighty and most merciful Choirmaster, 

We have erred and strayed from the beat 

like lost sheep.  We have followed too 

much the intonation and tempi of our own 

hearts.  We have offended against thy 

dynamic markings.  We have left unsung 

the notes we ought to have sung and sung 

the notes we ought not to have sung and 

there is no breath in us.  But thou, O 

Choirmaster, have mercy on us miserable 

singers. Succour the chorally challenged, 

restore them that need extra note bashing, 

spare them without pencils.  Pardon our 

mistakes, and have faith that we will follow 

thy directions and sing together in perfect 

harmony.  A-men 

Thanks to David Bird of the Tameside O.A for this. 

2015/16 Season Programme 

At its next meeting your Committee will be 

formulating a programme for next season 

and its members are anxious to receive your 

suggestions for topics and venues.  Also, 

offers to host events. Please pass these to 

any member of the Committee or to our 

Chairman John Evans.  It would be good to 

learn what you believe would be of interest 

to members and encourage more to attend 

our events. To avoid Bank Holidays and 

church festivals, the following is the 

suggested dates and possible themes for our 

events –  

5 September (Saturday) from 2.00pm our 

member Brian Moate has arranged a visit to 

the Methodist church and St. Bridget’s 

Church, West Kirby. 

28 September at 7.30pm we have been 

invited to visit the church of St. Eurgain & 

St. Peter, Northop. – possible theme ‘Music 

for Harvest’ 

24 October (Saturday) at 2.30pm.  

21 November (Saturday) 2.30pm – possible 

theme ‘My choice of music for Advent and 

Christmas’ 

December – Dinner or usual Christmas 

social with carols? 

25 January at 7.30pm - Chester Cathedral 

27 February (Saturday) at 2.30pm - possible 

theme ‘My choice of music for Lent and 

Passiontide’ 

19 March (Saturday) at 2.30pm – possible 

theme ‘My choice of music for Easter’ 

25 April at 7.30pm – possible theme ‘My 

choice of music for Whitsun and Trinity 

Sunday’ 

23 May at 7.30pm –  

28 June (Tuesday) at 7.00pm  - AGM and 

dinner at Upton-by-Chester Golf Club. 

25 July at 7.30pm – possible theme ‘Music 

for a summer’s evening.’ 

August left open for members to arrange 

Organ Open Days in their own church to 

encourage pianists and keyboard players to 

try their hands (and perhaps feet) on the 

King of Instruments to encourage more to 

play the organ and to join CNEWOCA!! 

Come on, do take part in this event.  

Newsletter  Contributions 

Contributions for the June Newsletter are 

required before 31 May but much earlier in 

the month would be helpful.  Email 

appreciated but hard copy just as 

acceptable. It’s never too early to send the 

PO articles and the details of events you 

organise, the latter from the last week in 

June up to the end of July being required 

before 31 May, as are flyers (90 required) 

for inclusion in the June mailing.  

Cassocks or Chorister Wanted? 
Appearing in the church notices one 

Sunday was this “Eight new choir robes are 

currently needed due to the addition of 

several new members and to the 

deterioration of some older ones 
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CNEWOCA May Newsletter Supplement 

St Saviour’s Church, Oxton 

SUMMER  ORGAN  RECITALS 
Commencing at 11.30am. 

 
12 May Jon Barton (Our Lady, Birkenhead) 

19 May Tim Jones (St Mary, Handbridge, Chester) 

26 May Michael Reynolds (St. Andrew, Tarvin)  

 2 June Fay Adamson (St Peter, Ruthin) 

  9 June Paul Broadhurst (Christ Church, Oxton) 

16 June Chris Pilsbury (St Giles, Wrexham) 

AdmissionFree   -   Retiring  Collection 

 

Hamilton Street Methodist Church, Hoole 
Sunday 24 May 3.00pm to 4.00pm 

CONCERT & CAKE 
Featuring the church choir and soloists 

in a programme of music suitable for 

a late Spring afternoon. 

 

Admission FREE 

Donations appreciated. 

 

Further details from John Evans on 

01244 674878  Mobile 07939 645688 

Email angiejohnevens@uwclub.net 

 


