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The  Chairman  Writes 
I was very pleased to see a reasonable 

number of members at St Giles Wrexham 

for our meeting last month.  As I 

commented that evening it is a marvellous 

building, so much to see for those interested 

in ecclesiastical architecture and right on 

our doorstep, I am sure that many people 

would travel miles to see its beauties.  

Gerry Howe gave us a very interesting 

demonstration of the capabilities of the 

organ in which he obviously takes great 

pleasure, and it was easy to share his 

enthusiasm.  It was good to hear that 

improvements have been made in recent 

years so that it is kept in such good 

condition.  I could tell that those members 

who played afterwards thoroughly enjoyed 

the experience.  Along with a few others it 

was my second visit to the church that day 

as at lunchtime we heard the first of the 

weekly lunchtime recitals there, played by 

William Smallman who some of us have 

heard and been entertained by at 

Shrewsbury where he is curator of the 

organ at St Mary’s.   As I mentioned last 

month some of the weekly recitals on 

Mondays at St Giles are being played by 

some of our members so do try to get there.  

I should also mention that it is also possible 

to obtain a very reasonably priced and 

satisfying lunch there from about noon on 

the day of the recitals.  Having mentioned 

Shrewsbury I would add that there are a 

number of recitals there during the summer, 

at St Mary’s, St Chad’s and the Abbey, all 

listed on the organrecitals.com website.  

One date to note in particular is June 4th 

when our member Charles Jones will be at 

the Abbey at 1 o’clock, an organ which he 

knows well. 

 

Those of us who attended the meeting at St 

Asaph Cathedral last year will remember 

what a splendid evening we had there, 

royally entertained by Alan McGuiness and 

he said then that we were welcome to 

return.  We have taken up his offer and will 

be returning for this month’s meeting and 

I’m sure that those who went last year will 

definitely be there and I would encourage 

those of you who missed it to come as we 

can be assured of a very interesting time 

again, together with the opportunity 

afterwards to play the cathedral organ.  

Hopefully the weather will be kind to us so 

please bring along friends and family as 

well, you could even make a day of it as 

there’s plenty to see in the area.  

 Jim 

This  Month 
Monday 26 May at 7.30pm 

St. Asaph Cathedral, LL17 0RD 
Our member and Director of Music Alan 

McGuinness, welcomes us once again and 

will tell us a little more about the music in 

the Cathedral and demonstrate the organ. 

This will be followed by an open console. 

Directions – From the A55 turn through St. 

Asaph and take the turning to Denbigh.  

Turn right behind the cathedral and then left 

onto the car park.  There is some “Blue 

Badge” parking in front of the Cathedral via 

the main gate off the main road. 

Next Month 

The  A. G. M. and Dinner 
With Guest speaker 

Dr John Bertalot 
 Organist Emeritus Blackburn Cathedral 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual 

General Meeting of the Chester & North-East 

Wales Organists’ & Choirmasters’ 

Association will be held at 7.00pm. on 

Tuesday 24 June 2014 in the Club House 

Restaurant, Upton-by-Chester Golf Club. 

Nominations are Invited for the posts of 

Chairman, Vice-Chairman, General 

Secretary, Membership Secretary, 

Treasurer, Publicity Officer, and 6 

Committee Members, A Nomination Form 

is enclosed and this should be completed 

and handed to Derek Lacey (General 

Secretary) at this month’s meeting or sent, 

as soon as possible, to him at 60, Beechley 

Road, WREXHAM, LL13 7BA.  

Telephone No. 01978 359331. Please 

ensure that the consent of nominees has 

been obtained and that they are willing and 

able to play a full and active part in the 

organisation and activities of this 

Association. You may nominate yourself 

to serve in any of the posts.  Please do 

remember that many of those who have 

been in office or on the Committee for 

many years have expressed a wish to stand 

down – see the February Newsletter. 

A Booking Form for the Dinner, which 

costs £15.00, is enclosed and should be sent 

to John Evans by Friday 13 June, along 

with your remittance..  To save postage, 

why not bring it with you to this month’s 

meeting in St. Asaph Cathedral? 

Organist Required from June 

Christian Science Church 

St. Olave Street,  Lr. Bridge St. Chester 

Nice single manual and pedal pipe organ 

Sunday Service 11.00am  -  Fee £25 

Contact Freddie Campbell on (01244) 

340002  Email fredjamesc@yahoo.co.uk 

Organists’ Retaliation 

A recent press report, whilst noting the 

dedication of church organists, warns that 

“mess with them at your peril”. Good 

warning to Clergy, Church officials and 

those moaners in the congregation. A 

Christian Research Report includes a 

comment that, in retaliation, organists have 

been known to include phrases from pop 

songs, advert jingles and such-like in their 

extemporisations.  Examples include “Send 

in the Clowns” on the entry of the Clergy, 

“Roll out the Barrel” at the funeral of an 

alcoholic, “Money, Money, Money” as the 

collection plate was passed round, “Sheep 

may Safely Graze” at the funeral of a 

butcher, a Gospel fanfare based on “Smoke 

gets in your eyes” after the excessive use of 

incense and so the list goes on. What such 

things have you done?? 
Thanks to Eirwen Davies for the press-cutting 

Newsletter  Contributions 

Contributions for the June Newsletter are 

required by 1 June but much earlier would 

be helpful.  Email appreciated but hard 

copy just as acceptable. It’s never too early 

to send the PO articles and the details of 

events you organise. Those up to the end of 

July being required before 1st June, as are 

flyers (100 required) for inclusion in the 

mailing. 

mailto:fredjamesc@yahoo.co.uk


What’s  On  ? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm. 

29 May Roger Fisher 

  5 Jun Geoffrey Woollatt 

12 Jun David Butterworth - Nottingham 

19 Jun Philip Rushforth 

26 Jun Benjamin Chewter 
 

St. Asaph Cathedral 
Wednesday 4 June at 7.30pm 

Damian Howard 

Director of Music, Lancaster Cathedral 

Admission £5.00 incl. Programme etc 
 

St. Giles’ Church, Wrexham 

Mondays-at-12.30pm 

26 May John Evans – Hamilton St. M.C. 

  2 Jun Gerry Howe – Resident organist 

  9 Jun Philip Underwood – Wilmslow 

16 Jun Colin Porter – Mossley Hill 

23 Jun Glyn Williams – Shrewsbury 

Retiring Collection – Lunches from noon 

 

Saturday 7 June at 7.30pm 

Celebrity Organ Recital featuring  

Prof. Ian Tracey 
Organist Titulaire Liverpool Cathedral 

Admission  £10.00 
 

St. Andrew’s Church, Tarvin 

Friday 20 June at 7.30pm 

Organ Recital by Resident Organist 

Michael Reynolds 
Retiring Collection  

Refreshments available 
 

Liverpool Cathedral 
Monday 26 May at 11.15am 

Organ Recital by Director of Music 

David Poulter 
Previously D of M Chester Cathedral 

Admission by Programme £5.00 
 

St. Saviour’s Church, Oxton 

TUESDAYS at 11.30am 

Organ Recitals featuring  

 3 Jun – John Evans – Hamilton St. M.C 

10 Jun – Jon Barton – Our Lady, B’head 

17 Jun – Gerry Howe – St. Giles, Wrexham 

24 Jun – Brian Heald – Wesley M.C. 

Retiring Collection 
 

Rochdale Parish Church 
Friday 27 June at 7.30pm 

Celebrity Recital on the J.J. Binns 4 manual 

Jonathan Scott 
Admission £10.00 – concessions £8.00  

 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

 

St. Asaph Cathedral 
R.S.C.M. Music Sunday 22 June 

Music Through the Ages 
Directed by the RSCM Director 

Andrew Reid 
Registration 1.30pm  - Rehearsal 2.00pm 

Break 4.00pm  - Service at 5.00pm 

Area Rehearsals at 7.00pm 

14 May in All Saints’, Gresford;                                                                    

21 May in St. Asaph Cathedral 

Music includes “If ye love me:” Tallis, 

“Ave verum corpus:” Mozart, 

“Te Deum in Bb:” Stanford, 

“Ubi caritas:” Duruflé and 

“The Lord bless you and keep you:” Rutter. 

The Festival Music books are £6 per copy 

(sharing is not permitted) 

Available at the Area Rehearsals or 

Alan McGuinness with whom  

PLACES  SHOLUD  BE  BOOKED  IN  ADVANCE. 

Email: organist@stasaphcathedral.org.uk 

Telephone: (01745) 584053 

A Highly Recommended CD 

Festivo 6962422 
Writing in the March edition of the 

Organists’ Review, Roger Judd 

recommends this CD for three reasons, the 

music is by the little known French 

composer Jean-Jacques Grunrnwald, the 

excellent playing of Jean-Luc Etienne and 

hearing the beautifully in tune old organ of 

Messiaen, splendidly recorded in Sainte-

Ttinité, Paris.  He concludes his article “I 

hope that you will find this CD as 

rewarding as I have.”  It is available from 

Allegro Music at £17.50, the price being the 

only down-side. 

Publisher thwarts Laltry 
Robing Newby went to the Royal Festival 

Hall to hear Olivier Latry perform an organ 

transcription of Igor Stravinsky's 'The Rite 

of Spring' but the performance was banned 

by the publishers, much to the annoyance of 

many who, like Robin, had travelled quite a 

distance to hear this performance.  Olivier 

bewailed the lost opportunity, but said that 

“when in the USA the publishers have no 

jurisdiction over there when it was played.”  

One hears of many strange things but this 

one ‘takes-the-biscuit’.  

Flood Victims Relief Appeal 
Andrew Morton, Secretary of the Somerset 

Organists’ & Choirmasters’ Association 

writes -  After a winter of severe flooding 

here in Somerset, we're about to embark 

upon a whole summer of "Wind & Wave" 

organ recitals across the county in aid of 

Somerset Community Foundation's Flood 

Relief Fund, as recommended by Peter, 

Bishop of Taunton.  Churches and organists 

have responded magnificently to our appeal 

to host and play recitals, ranging from a 

period recital to suit a Grade I historic 

organ (Winsford), to a pair of Handel organ 

concertos sandwiching a Corelli concerto 

grosso with string quartet (Backwell), to a 

"battle of the organs" between a 'Father' 

Willis and a young Viscount digital organ 

(St Mary Magdalene, Taunton).   We have 

twelve recitals lined up so far, with a 

further six in the pipeline, including one at 

Wells Cathedral.  The whole series kicked 

off on Easter Monday 21 April at St Mary's 

Bridgwater with a joint recital by John 

Bodiley and Andrew Hinkley who played 

part of his organ suite The Levels, inspired 

by the Somerset countryside. Current list of 

recitals on www.organrecitals.com/flood or 

the “Our Calendar” page of our website 

www.somersetorganists.org Would any 

members of CNEWOCA like to dedicate a 

forthcoming organ recital of their own to 

this charitable cause?  After all there's no 

reason why the "Wind & Wave" idea 

should be confined to Somerset itself  

Support The F.C.M 

Each year the Friends of Cathedral Music 

distributes thousands of pounds in support 

of the efforts of Cathedrals, Collages and 

the larger Churches, to maintain the high 

standard of Choral Music for which they 

are renowned.  Applications for grants 

always far exceed the funds available, 

(almost three times the funds available this 

year) therefore the organisation is looking 

to increase its membership and income.  

You can join as an individual and Gift Aid 

your contribution (no fixed amount but a 

minimum of £10.00) or your church, 

school, collage or organisation can become 

a Corporate Member, a new category 

introduced, recently.  Already there are 

around 70 such members.  Each year, 

members receive two “Cathedral Voice” 

Newsletters and two “Cathedral Music” 

magazines both of a very high standard 

with top quality photographs. In addition, 

“Regional Gatherings” are held around the 

country with a least one “National 

Gathering”.  Apart from the cost of 

producing and distributing the Newsletters 

and Magazines, it’s good to know that our 

donations are used to offer support where it 

is most needed and are not swallowed-up 

on Salaries and Accommodation, as is the 

case with other organisations. For further 

details contact the Representative in your 

Diocese. These are – 

Bangor Diocese, Patricia Lloyd-Borland, 

“Romany”, Hen Durnpike, Tregarth, 

Bangor, LL57 4NN,  Email 

plloydborland@btinterenet.com  Telephone  

01248 600516. 

Chester Diocese – Dr. Paul Stockbridge, 

11, Fairways, Frodsham, Cheshire, WA6 

7RU, Tel; 01928 735272, Email 

stockbridgepaul@gmail.com 

St. Asaph Diocese – Alan McGuinness, 

Cathedral Office, High Street, St. Asaph, 

LL17 0RD, Telephone 01745 584053, 

Email organist@stasaphcathedral.org.uk.  

http://www.organrecitals/
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