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The  Chairman  Writes 
Last month we had another of our Saturday 

afternoon meetings when we visited the 

Church of the Holy Ascension in Upton-by-

Chester and I was pleased to see a 

reasonable number of our members as well 

as some of the church congregation, always 

a welcome sight at our meetings.  We were 

made very welcome by the Vicar, Revd 

David Sayle, who told about the church, 

followed by William Wheldon, who gave 

us a history of the organ, then followed a 

talk by the Church Musician, Clare 

Newbould.  Clare holds the view that to 

attract people into the church one must 

encourage them to sing in a choir and in 

this respect she organises a number of 

choirs with a different outlook, from very 

young children to a traditional church choir 

and in this she has been very successful as 

one can see if you study the church’s 

website.  I compared her view to that of 

Gareth Malone in his various TV series in 

that anybody can sing if given the 

encouragement and the result is that each 

individual finds a gift they probably never 

thought that they had but also is given 

added confidence in working with a group 

of like-minded people.  The overall result 

has been a  great success at Upton and 

Clare deserves the utmost credit for her 

work.   For those of us who regret the loss 

of traditional church music, it is work such 

as this which could well sow a seed for its 

continuation into the future, when 

choristers explore their own abilities and 

the vast choral repertoire.  Claire also 

showed that she is a fine organist when she 

played for us the Theme and Variations by 

Hendrik Adriessen..   Those who have 

visited the church will know that the 

console is placed in the north transept, not 

the best position, making it very difficult to 

hear, since the organ itself is at the west 

end.   One presumably gets used to this and 

it showed no fears for Clare when she 

played, and it was no disadvantage to those 

of us when we heard it in the nave.   The 

console is now placed on a wheeled 

platform, so for recitals it can be taken out 

into the centre of the Sanctuary.  The 

church is to be commended in being willing 

to have the organ restored after its long 

silence and I’m sure will appreciate that its 

investment will be well rewarded over the 

long term.  Philip Rushforth gave the re-

opening recital two weeks after our visit. 

This month we have another Saturday 

afternoon visit when we travel to St.  

Alkmund’s, Whitchurch on the 29th.  The 

Association has been there before but it was 

before my time and I suspect before a 

number of other members, so a return there 

is very welcome, when we shall hear the 

excellent organ and also view the historic 

organ case, often believed to be by 

Shreider, although there has been dispute 

over this in the past, but still arguably one 

of the finest of early organ cases in 

existence.  

This  Month 
Saturday 29 March at 2.30pm 

St. Alkmund’s Church, 
Whitchurch, SY13 1LB 

An opportunity to hear something about 

this ancient church and to hear the famous 

organ demonstrated by resident organist Dr. 

Bob Fowler. Followed by an open console.. 

Directions – Join the A41 at a convenient 

junction and follow the signs to Whitchurch 

town centre (B5395 Chester Road/London 

Road).  Turn right off London Road onto 

Claypit Street and Church Street.  Parking 

at the church.  

Next Month 
Monday 28 April at 7.30pm 

We visit St. Giles’ Church, Wrexham to 

view the changes and hear the restored 

organ played by resident organist Garry 

Howe and to enjoy an open console. 

Piccolos Music 
Following her departing from St. Giles’ 

Church, Wrexham, Jacqui Blore has set up 

her own business, Piccolos Music, which 

delivers fun, educational music workshops 

to babies, toddlers and children with 

additional needs. We wish her well in her 

new venture You can see full details on 

www.piccolosmusic.org 

Llandaff Cath. Choir Saved 
The Friends of Cathedral Music confirms 

that, by agreeing to the Lay Clerks’ posts 

being reduced from full-time to sessional, 

(see last month’s article), the future of the 

choir has been secured.  This is good news 

after all the negative press coverage. 

Congratulations 
Our founder, Rev’d. Quentin Bellamy, will 

be installed as a Canon of St. Asaph 

Cathedral during Evensong at 3.30pm on 

Sunday 23 March.  Congratulations, what a 

nice 52nd Birthday present!! 

 Don’t Be Late !!! 

British Summer Time commences at 

1.00am on Sunday 30 March.  Don’t forget 

to put all your non self-adjusting time 

pieces forward one hour before going to 

bed on Saturday 29 March.  Next morning, 

you can then smile at all the late arrivals to 

church!!  

. Nor A Day Too Early 

An irate lady telephoned her Newsagent 

demanding to know why her Sunday 

Newspaper had not been delivered.  

“Madam”, said the assistant, “to-day is 

Saturday, your Sunday paper will be 

delivered to-morrow, on Sunday.”  After a 

pause, the  lady was heard to mutter,   “no 

wonder there was nobody at church”.  

John Stainer Dies at 98 
No, not the “Crucifixion” one but his 

Grandson, the highly-respected Shropshire 

musician and composer John Ronald 

Stainer OBE, FRCM, FRCO Hon RAM.   

He was Organ Scholar at Christ College, 

Cambridge from 1934 to 1937 and then 

studied at the Royal College of Music under 

Vaughan Williams. After war service, he 

held a number of posts prior to becoming 

the Director of Music at Shrewsbury School 

in the 1950s, before spending almost 20 

years as Registrar for the Royal College of 

Music in London. In retirement he played 

the organ at his local church, conducted the 

Ludlow Symphony Orchestra for 20 years 

until 1996 and travelled widely as an 

examiner for the Royal School of Music 

Associated Board. He was awarded the 

OBE in 1973 for his services to music. His 

talents have been lost but have been 

inherited by his children, all musicians. 

Thanks to Vyvyan Llewellyn for this 

Membership List 
Nigel James – amend address to read        

1, Capel Way, Nantwich, CW5 5UG and 

delete landline Telephone number. 

http://www.facebook.co/groups/CNEWOCA
http://www.piccolosmusic.org/


What’s  On  ? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm. 

27 Mar Colin Walsh – Lincoln Cathedral 

  3 Apr Ian Roberts – Ranmoor, Sheffield 

10 Apr Roger Fisher 

17 Apr Geoffrey Woollatt 

24 Apr Roger Fisher 
 

St. Asaph Cathedral 
Lent Organ Recitals Sundays at 4.15pm 

30 Mar Benjamin Chewter – Chester Cath. 

  6 Apr Alan McGuinness – D of  M 

13 Apr John Hosking – Assist. D of M 

Retiring Collection 

Wednesday 2 April at 7.30pm 

The 1st in this year’s organ recitals features 

Alan McGuinness 

Admission £5.00 incl.  Programme, etc 
 

Bangor Cathedral 
Tuesdays at 1.10pm – Retiring Collection 

25 Mar  Martin J. Brown – Assist Organist 

  8 Apr John Hosking – St. Asaph Cath. 

22 Apr  No recital to-day 
 

Wesley Church Centre 

St. John Street, Chester 

Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts at 12.45pm 

25 Mar Clarence Lam (Piano) 

  1 Apr Alison Loram (Violin) & 

       Russell Lomas (Piano) 

  8 Apr Gordon Pullin (Tenor) & 

          Roger Fisher (Piano) 

15 Apr Brass Quintet 

22 Apr Lionel Clarke (Cello) & 

           Brian Heald (Piano) 

Retiring Collection 
 

St. Andrew’s Church, Tarvin 
Friday 21 March at 7.30pm 

Philip Underwood 

St. Bartholomew’s Church, Wilmslow 

 

Hamilton St. Methodist Church 

Hoole, Chester 

Saturday 12 April  

 “Come & Sing” CRUCIFIXION 
with guest soloists and organist Brian Heald 

Rehearsal 5.00pm to 6.30pm 

Performance 7.30pm 

Refreshments available between rehearsal 

and performance 

Admission  £8.00 

To reserve a place contact John Evans on 

01244 674878 or 07939 645688 or Email 

angiejohnevans@uwclub.net  
 

French Masses (cont.) 
Jim Treloar writes:  I recently 

recommended two new CDs of masses 

which I enjoyed immensely.  Continuing on 

this theme, I recently clicked on a link on a 

website in which someone was 

recommending a recording of the Sanctus 

of a mass by Yves Castagnet, one of the 

organists at Notre Dame in Paris, and I was 

so impressed with it that I ordered the disc 

immediately.  It was recorded in Notre 

Dame and is accompanied by Olivier Latry 

at the Grande Orgue with Castagnet himself 

at the Orgue de Choeur.  The mass is 

entitled Salve Regina with the usual Kyrie, 

Gloria, Sanctus and Agnus Dei and is an 

amazing performance accompanied by the 

glorious sound of the Notre Dame organs.  

The CD also includes the Litanies a la 

Vierge Noire by Poulenc and a composition 

by Olivier Latry.  We recognise Latry as a 

performer and improviser arguably without 

equal but this is the first written 

composition that I was aware of.  It is again 

called Salve Regina and is an extended 

work for organ and voices and includes 

some superb organ playing as one might 

expect.  It concludes a disc which I have 

played many times already.  One often 

hears criticism of sacred choral singing in 

France but the choir Maitrise Notre Dame 

de Paris never disappoint.  The CD is on the 

Hortus label but is easily obtainable here. 

Last time I mentioned a mass by David 

Briggs written for St Sulpice in Paris but he 

has also written one for Notre Dame and 

that is obtainable on a Hyperion CD.  This 

again is a most impressive work in the 

French tradition and was recorded in 

Gloucester Cathedral with the choir of 

Trinity College Cambridge.  David Briggs 

manages to make the Gloucester organ 

sound as though it was French and the choir 

sounds marvellous.  The Mass is 

interspersed with some organ 

improvisations and the Sortie in particular 

is a most spectacular piece which 

apparently found some of the choir 

speechless.  The disc also includes a 

Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis which David 

wrote for Trinity College, a Te Deum and 

two shorter choral works.  It is a thoroughly 

enjoyable CD which has found its way onto 

my iPod.  The final CD in this selection is 

another coming from Notre Dame on the 

Hortus label, which includes the Messe 

Solennelle by Vierne , and I was pleased to 

have a fairly recent recording of the work 

which initiated my investigation of these 

French masses in the first place.  The rest of 

the CD is devoted to a Missa Deo Gratias 

by another of the Notre Dame organists, 

Jean-Pierre Leguay and I have to say that I 

found this a very difficult work to 

understand at first as it is written in a very 

contemporary style, but maybe listening to 

it a few more times my feelings may 

change.  The choir is accompanied by the 

two organs again but also two trumpets, 

two trombones and percussion.  It starts 

with a very long Kyrie followed by only a 

Sanctus and Agnus Dei.  I note that Olivier 

Latry doesn’t play on either of these two 

Masses but by organists who I confess I 

hadn’t heard of.   It is a good disc to have 

for completion but not as enjoyable as 

either the Castagnet or the Briggs, both of 

which are well worth getting 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

A Spirited Performance?  
Tonya Chirgwin writes - Last year I had the 

privilege of attending 'Church Music - A 

Sound Ministry', a one-day conference at 

Canterbury Christ Church University, and 

came back with a completely new 

perspective on the work and worship I 

contribute to as an organist. This year the 

RSCM and Canterbury Christ Church are 

joining forces again on 5th April to present 

a day of stimulating papers, practicals and 

discussions under the heading 'Church 

Music: Spirited Performance?' They 

keynote addresses are provided by the Very 

Reverend Dr. Robert Willis, Dean of 

Canterbury Cathedral, and David Owen 

Norris, broadcaster, performer and 

composer, and questions for discussion will 

include -   

In what way (or ways) is an act of 

worship merely performed in the older 

sense - simply, realized - and in ways is it 

an act of interpretation? In what ways 

does a realization have meaning?  

In what ways does interpretation affect 

the meaning(s) of an act of worship for 

the worshipper, for the worshipping 

community, or for those outside that 

community?   

When music is performed within worship, 

is it only being realized or is it part of a 

process of interpretation?   

In what ways, and for what reasons, are 

“standards” of performance important? Is 

the idea of standards of performance 

opposed to ideas of inclusion and 

ministry? 

The conference is held in the well-stocked 

Music Faculty at Canterbury Christ Church 

University, and costs only £25, including 

lunch and tea or coffee. The day concludes 

with a rehearsal and performance of 

Vespers in Canterbury Cathedral. I 

thoroughly recommend it, and am hoping to 

be there myself. More details online at 

www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-

humanities/Music/Conferences-and-

Research/Church-Music-Spirited-

Performance.aspx, 

Or have a word with Tonya on 079541 

856371. 

.Newsletter  Contributions 

Contributions for the April Newsletter are 

required by 1 April but much earlier would 

be helpful.  It’s never too early to send the 

PO articles and the details of events you 

organise, the latter being required by 1st of 

the month preceding the month of the 

event, as are flyers (100 please). 

http://www.organrecitals/
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-humanities/Music/Conferences-and-Research/Church-Music-Spirited-Performance.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-humanities/Music/Conferences-and-Research/Church-Music-Spirited-Performance.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-humanities/Music/Conferences-and-Research/Church-Music-Spirited-Performance.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-humanities/Music/Conferences-and-Research/Church-Music-Spirited-Performance.aspx

