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This Month 
Saturday 16 July 2.30pm  

Arley Hall  

I am sorry to have to tell you that the visit to 

Erddig has been postponed. This is not the 

fault of the Association – what has happened 

is that the organ has been restored but the 

National Trust need to give clearance before 

it can be played, so our visit, if it were to go 

ahead, would not include playing the organ 

which, of course, would defeat the object of 

the visit. The visit will be rearranged once 

the National Trust has given clearance. I 

would like to thank Mike Edwards for the 

time he spent arranging the visit to Erddig 

and also for the time he has spent arranging 

an alternative venue, at short notice, to 

Arley Hall and gardens. In order to gain 

access to the Chapel and the organ at Arley, 

we have to pay for a ticket to the gardens. 

Mike has arranged a group visit and has 

agreed a preferential rate of £6 per person, 

being a discount of £1.50.  We will be going 

into the chapel at 2.30pm, although you will 

be able to gain access to Arley Hall earlier 

than this to look round the gardens, if you 

wish.  Needless to say, there will not be a 

collection on the day. Please find enclosed a 

leaflet, which Mike has obtained from Arley 

Hall, for further information and directions.  

The Chapel was built in 1845 to the design 

of Anthony Salvin and it is regarded as one 

of Salvin's most important ecclesiastical 

buildings.  

The organ was made by Kirtland & Jardine 

of Manchester and is the only one of its kind 

left. The candlesticks, lectern and 

chandeliers are circa 1880.  The characters 

of Coronation Street have visited Arley on 

more than one occasion and the chapel has 

been the setting for a number of fictional 

weddings, in Coronation Street, Brookside, 

Hollyoaks and Cutting It. Kirtland and 

Jardine is now the firm of Jardine & Co in 

Manchester and the instrument was restored 

in 1983 by Church & Co, a firm that was 

based in Stamfordham, Northumberland but 

now no longer trades. Church and Co were 

better known as a builder of small, new 

instruments rather than as organ restorers. It 

is a firm which is known to me, as they 

installed a small instrument in my sister’s 

Parish Church in Wetherby, West Yorkshire, 

being one which I played on a number of 

occasions. It sounded well, although it was 

of unusual design. The “upper manual” was 

an unenclosed Rohr Flute – no stops – you 

either played it or you didn’t - and the lower 

manual had 8’ open, 8’ stopped, 4’, 2’ and 2 

rank mixture and this manual was enclosed. 

There was a 30 note RC Pedal Board with a 

16’ and couplers to manual 1 and manual 2 

and I use the past tense as this has since been 

completely rebuilt and enlarged – but I 

digress..... 

The instrument at Arley seems to be in its 

original 1858 state. The restoration did not 

update any element as we still have a flat, 

straight 29 note pedal board (so leave the 

Widor at home) as you won’t get top F and 

it seems there are just 16 pedal pipes. There 

are 54 notes on the swell but there are no 

swell pipes below tenor C – the NPOR 

narrative states “Swell manual acting on 

Great from C to B” and there is a lever swell 

pedal, so it should be an interesting visit. 

Thanks to Mike Edwards for the photos that 

have been circulated by e-mail.  

Bob Jones 

Next Month 
There will be no meeting next month but 

there will be a newsletter 
 

The Chairman Writes 
Our event last month saw a good number of 

us attending our AGM and Dinner at Upton 

Golf Club, Chester.  There was nothing at 

the AGM that sparked a great deal of 

discussion; the Committee were re-elected, 

accounts approved, etc, and the meeting was 

over in just 15 minutes.  We then enjoyed a 

lovely meal and were entertained by a very 

interesting talk given by David Wells.  

David spoke with great passion and 

expertise, as well as sharing many 

fascinating stories. 

Our thanks go to the Committee for guiding 

us through a very successful season, and I 

am again privileged to be heading up 

CNEWOCA as Chairman for the coming 

year and will do all I can to promote the 

organisation in a positive way.   

Please remember that we are very fortunate 

to have an Organists’ & Choirmasters’ 

Association in our area and that we should 

do our best to take up the opportunities that 

being a member of CNEWOCA offers.  As 

well as the music associated with our 

organisation, we shouldn’t under-estimate 

the value of the fellowship we are able to 

share.  Sometimes it’s not until we’re unable 

to attend that we realise just how much we 

miss it.  Please do your best to support our 

monthly meetings and also to attend some of 

the other events that are held throughout our 

area.  There are several weekly recital series 

taking place at the moment as well as other 

‘one-off’ events which are listed in the 

Newsletter each month. 

Often we hear the comment “He/She’s a 

good organist”, but what exactly was the 

person judging them against?  Do we judge 

an organist by the technical prowess of their 

performance or simply on how much we 

enjoyed it?  I’ve been to some recitals where 

the organist has displayed a brilliant 

technique and yet because of the 

uninteresting nature of the programme they 

are unlikely to see me in attendance again, 

and I certainly wouldn’t be suggesting their 

future recitals to a non-organ enthusiast.  In 

contrast to that, there are many organists, 

mainly of an amateur nature, who realise 

their limits and yet manage to present 

thoroughly enjoyable programmes of well-

known music, often for no fee.  As a final 

observation and to summarise the above, I 

want to suggest that whatever our standard, 

we should all be looking to promote the 

organ and music in our churches in a manner 

that will both encourage others to listen and 

also to encourage some to play the organs in 

our churches or sing in the choirs. 

I look forward to seeing you at some of the 

events that have been organised for the 

months ahead.  In the meantime, if you’d 

like to discuss anything to do with 

CNEWOCA, don’t hesitate to phone me on 

07939 645688 or 01244 674878, or e-mail 

me at angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 
 

2016/17 Committee 

At last month’s AGM, the following were 

elected: 
 

Chairman:   John Evans 

Vice-Chairman:   Tony Warren 

General Secretary:   Angela Evans 

Membership Secretary:   Ethan Henshaw 

Treasurer:   David Bird 

Publicity Officer:   Bob Jones 

Committee:   Richard Bass, Mike Edwards, 

Tim Jones, Iain Stinson, Jim Treloar 
 

Please note: only the above Officers can 

contact others on behalf of the Association. 

http://www.cnewoca.org.uk/


What’s On? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm 

 

14 July Lee Ward - Brazil 

21 July Graham Eccles – St Asaph 

28 July Jillian Gardner - USA 

  4 Aug Andrew Wyatt 

11 Aug  Simon Russell - St Mary’s, Nantwich 

 

St Giles’, Wrexham 
Mondays at 12.30pm 

 

There will be a series of recitals 

commencing in September - details in the 

August newsletter. 
 

St. Asaph Cathedral 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm 

 

23 July Cathedral Voluntary Choir - 

Programme includes Schubert "Mass in G", 

Parry "Hear my words", Elgar "Light of the 

World" and Philip Stopford's "Festival  

Benedicite". Organist Graham Eccles, 

Conductor John Hosking. Admission for 

this concert is £10. 

 

3 Aug Gareth Price Oxford formerly 

St Asaph Cathedral 
 

Wesley Church Centre 
St John Street, Chester 

 

There will be a full series of Tuesday 

lunchtime concerts starting 13 September 

running through to 20 December. Details in 

later newsletters. 

 

St. Peter’s Church, Ruthin 
Organ Recitals 

 

Wednesdays at 8.00pm, Admission £7.00 

13 July  Philip Rushforth – Chester Cath. 

20 July Jeffrey Makinson  - Lincoln Cath. 

27 July Fay Adamson – St. Peter, Ruthin 
 

Conwy Classical  

Music Festival 
Sunday 24 July to Saturday 30 July 

 

St. Mary’s Parish Church 
24 July - Festival Evensong at 4.00pm  

Two Concerts daily Monday to Saturday 

Retiring Collections 
See enclosed flyer for full details or visit 

 www.conwyclassicalmusic.co.uk 
 

Hamilton St. Methodist Church 
Hoole, Chester 

 

Tuesday 26 July at 7.30pm 

American Christian singer/songwriter 
 

Dan Holmes 
 

Admission £6 (at the door) 
 

Holy Trinity, Llandudno 

Organ Recitals Tuesdays at 1.00pm 
 

  2Aug   Charles Jones - Holy Trinity 

  9 Aug John Hosking - St Asaph 

16 Aug Martin Brown - Bangor 

23 Aug Paul Carr - St Paul’s Birmingham 

30 Aug Norman Rimmer - Holy Trinity 

Retiring Collection 
 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

 

New Lighter Piece for Organ  
Our Squadron Leader 

Nigel Ogden has written this 

lively march to honour those 

who took part in the Battle of 

Britain. Written in grand 

ceremonial manner, it is 

framed around a ‘big tune’ in E flat major. It 

is claimed to sound equally as good whether 

played on a pipe organ or a digital 

instrument and is well within the capabilities 

of players of Grade 4 and above. It is 

published by Stainer & Bell, reference 

11428, at £4.75.  

2016 New Choral Music CD 

"All Angels Cry Aloud" REGCD 438 
 

A new CD of John Hosking's choral 

compositions has been released on the 

Regent label. Entitled, "All Angels Cry 

Aloud", this disc was recorded in Ely 

Cathedral by the Choir of Selwyn College 

Cambridge and the Ely Cathedral Girls' 

Choir. The disc contains a wide selection of 

music from Mass Settings and shorter 

anthems to a full-scale Requiem. Most items 

have very substantial organ accompani-

ments. Olivia Hunt, former Head Chorister 

at Chester Cathedral, appears as the guest 

soprano soloist. date from www.regent-

records.co.uk, Jacob's Ladder Cafe, St. 

Asaph (for £10) or from Olivia Hunt 

oliviahunt93@gmail.com for £10 + P&P. 

Herbert Howells 
was in born in Lydney, 

Gloucestershire, on 17 

October 1892, and at a very 

young age acquired a 

reputation locally as a 

promising musician; the 

local squire, Charles 

Bathurst, arranged for him to have lessons 

with Herbert Brewer, organist of Gloucester 

Cathedral. Brewer later accepted Howells as 

an articled pupil which ensured a thorough 

grounding in keyboard playing and 

accompaniment, harmony and counterpoint, 

and composition.  In 1912 Howells won an 

open scholarship to the Royal College of 

Music where he was an outstanding student, 

winning most of the available prizes and 

being highly regarded by his teachers and his 

fellow pupils. Later, he taught composition 

at the RCM, a position he held for nearly 

sixty years.  He married in 1920 and had two 

children, a boy and a girl.  In 1935 he 

suffered a personal tragedy through the 

sudden death of his nine-year-old son, 

Michael, after which he was unable to 

compose. However, in the following year he 

began work on what was to become his 

masterpiece, 'Hymnus Paradisi' for soloists, 

chorus and orchestra and first performed at 

Gloucester in 1950, conducted by the 

composer.  It was about this time that, in 

memory of his son, he composed the hymn 

tune, “Michael” to the words, “All my hope 

on God is founded.” Howells wrote church 

music throughout his life, setting Magnificat 

and Nunc Dimittis no fewer than twenty 

times.  He wrote also a large amount of organ 

music which, with his service settings and 

anthems, is performed regularly today. 

From 1941 until 1945 he stood in for Robin 

Orr as Organist of St John's College, 

Cambridge. He was appointed CBE in 1953 

and a Companion of Honour in 1972. 

Herbert Howells died in London on 23 

February 1983. 

If you haven’t one already, Ray Harper has a 

copy available of Howells’ Psalm Prelude 

No.1 of Set 1, a piece well worth learning 

and performing. 

Interesting CDs featuring 
Paul Derrett, Bridlington Revisited 

Marcus Huxley writes in the Organists’ 

Review “This CD is a hugely enjoyable 

recital exploring the less well known as well 

as the well known organ repertoire and 

includes pieces with local connections.  All 

in all, this makes a fine seaside memento of 

a brilliant instrument and, at 78 minutes, is a 

generous offering.” Benchmark recordings 

806842CD.  RRP £11.  

Benchmark Volume 14  

Organs in Beverley 
This 2 CD collection explores many organs 

in Beverley (sadly, the fine organ in St. 

Nicholas Church no longer in existence) in 

addition to those in the Minster.  Roger Judd 

writing in the Organists’ Review comments 

“The resulting document is a fascinating and 

valuable audio record of a diverse collection 

of instruments.”  With the uncertain fate of 

so many churches and chapels, these CDs 

will be a valuable historical record. Roger 

Judd concludes “All power to Paul Derrett 

and Benchmark Recordings”.  Benchmark 

Recordings 806814CD  RRP £11. 
 

Newsletter Contributions 
Contributions for the August Newsletter are 

required before 28 July.  E-mail appreciated 

but hard copy just as acceptable.   
 

Write to Bob Jones at 3 Appleton Road, 

Chester   CH2 1JH or (preferred) e-mail at 

bob.jones25@btinternet.com or telephone 

01244 315089 / 07701 052304. 

http://www.organrecitals/

