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The  Chairman  Writes 
We begin another year for CNEWOCA 

following a very successful AGM and 

Dinner, with almost thirty members in 

attendance.  Our guest speaker, John 

Bertalot, gave us a most interesting, 

humorous and wonderfully entertaining 

speech with examples of one-upmanship he 

has experienced during his life of music. 

Our thanks go to Jim Treloar for the way he 

has carried out the Chairman’s duties 

during the past two years in such an 

efficient and well informed manner.  I feel 

privileged to be heading up CNEWOCA as 

Chairman for the coming year and will do 

all I can to promote the organisation in a 

positive way.  There are several new faces 

on the Committee this year and perhaps 

there will also be some new ideas.  It would 

be good if we were able to add some 

additional interest to our monthly events, 

which on the whole have been described by 

some as ‘organ crawls’! 

Please remember that we are very fortunate 

to have an Organists’ & Choirmasters’ 

Association in our area and that we should 

do our best to take up the opportunities that 

being a member of CNEWOCA offers.  As 

well as the music associated with our 

organisation, we shouldn’t under-estimate 

the value of the fellowship we are able to 

share.  Sometimes it’s not until we’re 

unable to attend that we realise just how 

much we miss it.  Please do your best to 

support our monthly meetings and also to 

attend some of the other events that are held 

throughout our area.  There are several 

weekly recital series taking place at the 

moment as well as other ‘one-off’ events 

which are listed in the Newsletter each 

month.  Ray is regularly asking for 

contributions to the Newsletter, and as 

Chairman, one of my duties appears to be to 

write a monthly column.  Rather than being 

an informative column like Jim’s, I intend 

to be a little more provocative and see if we 

can get some articles from you in response! 

As some of you know, I play a 

digital/electronic/pipeless organ at 

Hamilton Street, which like all organs has 

its good and less favourable attributes.  It 

always seems a shame that people can’t just 

listen to the sound produced by any musical 

instrument and decide if it is pleasing to the 

ear.  There are quite a few pipe organs 

which aren’t so pleasing to the ear, with the 

sound broadcast from the Festival Hall’s 

rebuilt organ perhaps being one of them; 

although I appreciate the sound inside the 

Hall itself would have been different.  

Please help me to promote our Organists’ & 

Choirmasters’ Association in a positive 

light as it’s amazing how positive 

comments can spread and arouse interest.  

You don’t have to be a member to come 

along to our events, so perhaps there’s 

someone you could invite along who’d 

enjoy sharing in our music and fellowship. 

Your Committee will be meeting in the 

middle of July and I may well have a few 

items to report following that in next 

month’s Newsletter, along with a list of 

proposed events for 2014/15. 

I look forward to seeing you at some of the 

events that have been organised for the 

months ahead.  In the meantime, if you’d 

like to discuss anything to do with 

CNEWOCA, don’t hesitate to contact me 

on 07939 645688 or by email 

angiejohnevans@uwclub.net         John 
This  Month 

Monday 28 July at 7.30pm 

We visit St. David’s Church, Pantasaph 

Friary, CH8 8PE, a beautiful venue on a 

summer’s evening. A beautiful church from 

the outside, St David's is also blessed with 

some stunning and very aesthetic stained 

glass and statues within the church itself. 

The 2 manual organ, built by Henry Poyser 

on an elevated platform but later moved to 

its present position by one of the Brothers 

(with a little professional help), was 

restored in 2010 by Keith Edwards and is 

once again in excellent working order. Hear 

a little about the Church and the organ, to 

be demonstrated by, followed by an Open 

Console session. 

Directions - from Chester and Wrexham  

join the A55 and exit at Junction 32, 

signposted Holywell. Drive straight on 

through Holywell for 3.7 miles.  Turn left at 

brown tourist sign marked "Friary".  

Turn right onto Carmel Road.  Drive 0.2 

miles and then turn left opposite Druid Inn 

and at the corner of St Paul's church.  

Drive 0.2 miles and turn left into Monastery 

Road (brown tourist sign marked "Friary").  

Drive 0.4 miles and the Retreat Centre is on 

the left hand side.  

From North Wales – join the A55 and 

leave at  Junction 31, signposted Holywell.  

At roundabout at the end of the slip road, 

take the 2nd exit and go past the BP garage 

and McDonald's. Drive 0.44 miles and turn 

right into village of Pant y Wacco. Drive 

0.6 miles through Pant y Wacco and into 

village of Gorsedd. Turn right opposite 

Druid Inn and at the corner of St Paul's 

church. Drive 0.2 miles and turn left into 

Monastery Road (brown tourist sign 

marked "Friary"). Drive 0.4 miles and the 

Retreat Centre is on the left hand side. 

Next Events After July 
There is no official meeting in August but 

there are the 1.10pm Thursday lunchtime 

organ recitals in Chester Cathedral and the 

many events advertised in the “What’s On” 

column overleaf.  However, we have two 

events planned for September, a day’s visit 

to two organs in Thornton Hough on 

Saturday 6th arranged by Iain Stinson and 

an evening visit to St. Peter’s Church, 

Waverton, on Monday 29th . Details of the 

former will be in the August Newsletter and 

the latter in the September Newsletter. 

Another Excellent Choral CD 
Roger Judd, writing in “Cathedral Music” 

highly recommends Regent REGCD422 

“Truro 125” which celebrates the first 125 

years in the life of the Cathedral. The CD 

features the very fine Choir of Truro 

Cathedral, directed by Christopher Gray 

and accompanied by Luke Bond, in a 

programme of music written within the last 

six years, some commissioned for the year-

long celebrations.  Whilst not commenting 

on each item, Roger Judd writes “My 

recommendation to buy this CD is whole-

hearted” A CD excellent in every way. 
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What’s  On  ? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm. 

24 July Philip Rushforth 

31 July Geoffrey Woollatt 

  7 Aug Roger Fisher 

14 Aug James Kealey - Wirral 

21 Aug Matthew Blaiden -  Cambridge 

28 Aug Andrew Bryden – Ripon Cathedral 
 

St. Asaph Cathedral 
Wednesday 6 August at 7.30pm 

Organ recital by Assistant D of M 

John Hosking 

Admission £5.00 incl. programme, etc. 
 

Holy Trinity, Llandudno 

Wednesdays at 1.00pm 
 6 Aug John Hosking – St Asaph Cath. 

13 Aug Roger Fisher – Chester Cath. 

20 Aug Charles Jones – Holy Trinity 

27 Aug Norman Rimmer – Holy Trinity 

Retiring Collection 
 

Llanfyllin Music Festival 
25 and 27 July at 7.30pm 

St Myllin’s Church, Llanfyllin 

Allegri String Quartet 
Admission £17.00 – Concessions £16.00 

For further details Email 

sec.llanfyllinfestival@gmail.com  
 

St. Peter’s Church, Ruthin 

Wednesdays at 8.00pm 
23 July Roger Fisher – Chester Cathedral 

30 July Jeremy Cull - St. Cuthbert’s Church, 

                                                             Edinburgh 

Admission £5.00 
 

St. Mary’s Church. Conwy 
Conwy Classical Music Festival 

Sunday 20 July to Saturday 26 July 

 Sunday 20th Choral Evensong at 4.00pm. 

D of M John Hosking, organ Fay Adamson 

Daily lunchtime and evening concerts 

Full details from Chris Roberts on 
01492 592166 or Email ChrisRobz03@aol.com 

 

St Giles’ Church, Wrexham 
Summer Music Series – Admission Free 

Sunday 27 July at 3.00pm 

Cymanfa Ganu 
Join in favourite Hymns and Choruses 

with dynamic young conductor 

Kris Emmett 

Sunday 10 August at 3.00pm 

45 minutes of pure Flute delight with 

Mari van Hulzen 
 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

Hamilton St. Methodist Church 
Hoole 

Tuesday 22 July at 7.30pm 

Dan Holmes 

American Christian Singer/Song Writer 

Part of Dan’s UK Tour 

and Guests 
Admission £6.00 

 

2014/15 Committee 

At the AGM held last month the following 

elections were made – 

Chairman – John Evans 

Vice-Chairman – Jim Treloar 

General Secretary – Derek Lacey 

Membership Secretary – Iain Stinson 

Treasurer – Stewart Donald 

Publicity Officer – Ray Harper 

Committee – Richard Bass, Tony Warren, 

Nigel James and John Liddon-Few 

Contact details of all the above are in the 

Membership List distributed in January 

A Chorister’s Confession 

Almighty and most merciful conductor; We 

have erred and strayed from Thy beat like 

lost sheep; We have followed too much the 

intonations and tempi of our own hearts;  

We have offended against Thy dynamic 

markings; We have left unsung those notes 

we ought to have sung and we have sung 

those notes we ought not to have sung; And 

there is no support in us.  But thou, O 

Conductor, have Mersey upon us, miserable 

singers; Succour the chorally challenged, 

Restore Thou them that need extra note 

bashing, Pardon our mistakes and have faith 

that hereafter we will follow Thy directions 

and sing together in perfect harmony. 

Alex Mcmillan believes that only the older 

ones of us will know the original!! 

Nothing to do with Organs 
Bill Gates, head of Microsoft, recently gave 

a speech at a High School about the eleven 

things students did not and will not learn in 

school. He commented about how the feel-

good and politically correct teachings have 

created a generation who have no concept 

of reality and how this concept has set them 

up for failure in the real world.  

 1:  Life is not fair - get used to it!  

 2: The world doesn't care about your self-

esteem. The world will expect you to 

accomplish something before you feel good 

about yourself. 

 3: You will not earn $60,000 a year right 

out of high school.  You won't be a Vice-

President with a car phone until you earn 

both. 

 4:  If you think your teacher is tough, wait 

till you get a boss.  

 5: Flipping burgers is not beneath your 

dignity. Your parents called it opportunity. 

 6: If you mess up, it's not your parents' 

fault, so don't whine about your mistakes, 

learn from them. 

 7: Before you were born, your parents 

weren't as boring as they are now.  They got 

that way from paying your bills, cleaning 

your clothes and listening to you talk about 

how cool you think you are. 

 8:  Your school may have done away with 

winners and losers, but life has not.  Some 

schools have abolished failing grades, 

giving you as many times as you want to 

get the right answer. This doesn't bear the 

slightest resemblance to real life. 

 9:  Life is not divided into semesters. You 

don't get summers off and very few 

employers are interested in helping you find 

yourself 

10: Television is not real life. In real life, 

people actually have to leave the coffee 

shop and go to jobs. 

11: Be nice to nerds. Chances are you'll end 

up working for one.  

One final thought - If you can read this, 

thank a Teacher. If you can read this in 

English, thank a Soldier! And for life and 

everything else you have, thank God! 

Thanks to Dennis Jones for this 

RCO Reaches Its 150th Year 
Formed in 1863 and given its Royal Charter 

in 1893, the Royal College of Organists last 

year celebrated 150 years of promoting 

organ playing and choral directing. The 

current President is Catherine 

Ennis, only the second female 

to hold the post, who is 

prepared to “bang the drum” to 

support the organisation and to 

make its activities known more 

widely.  It is now a modern, 

dynamic charity dedicated to the promotion 

and advancement of organ playing and 

choral directing and is the only charity 

which seeks to raise the standards of 

performance on a single music instrument.  

Its courses are aimed at nurturing and 

supporting the talents of organists and 

choral directors of all ages and abilities. 

Full details are available by contacting the 

Royal College of Organists, PO Box 7328, 

New Milton, Hampshire.  Email  

admin@rco.org.uk 

Newsletter  Contributions 

Contributions for the August Newsletter are 

required before 31 July but much earlier in 

the month would be helpful.  Email 

appreciated but hard copy just as 

acceptable. It’s never too early to send the 

PO articles and the details of events you 

organise, the latter up to the end of 

September being required before 31 July, as 

are flyers (100 required) for inclusion in the 

mailings. 

Only Once in Your Lifetime 
August 2014 will have 5 Fridays, 5 

Saturdays and 5 Sundays.  This 

phenomenon happens only once in 823 

years! 
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