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This Month 
Saturday 30 January at 2.30pm 

Liverpool Cathedral 
Evensong at 3.00pm 

directed by David Poulter 

Followed by a demonstration of the organ 

by Professor Ian Tracey 
Then an Open Console 

Professor Tracey has asked that we are "in 

position" by around 2.30pm. This really is a 

chance not to be missed - an opportunity to 

play a 5 manual instrument and after the 

Cathedral has closed. We are grateful to 

Professor Tracey for his kind invitation.    

Next Month 
Due to the January meeting being at the end 

of the month and the March meeting being 

at the beginning of the month there will be 

no meeting in February. 

 

The Editor Writes 
In December we visited the Christian 

Science Centre in Rhyl. The weather was 

appalling and this affected the attendance 

which, as a consequence, was very 

disappointing. I would like to extend our 

thanks to Ray Hardaway for arranging the 

visit and giving up his time to talk about the 

instrument which is a Binns with "add ons". 

He explained that mutation stops had been 

added which reminded me that the Binns at 

St Werburgh's Chester does not have any 

mutation stops apart from a quint on the 

pedal. The three manual at St Pauls 

Boughton has no mutation stops and neither 

does the St John Street Wesley Methodist 

Church.   I haven't had time to interrogate 

the NPOR and look at other Binns organs in 

the country but I have always thought that 

the lack of mutation stops on the Choir at St 

Werburgh's was a surprise and with Ray 

Hardaway saying they had been added to 

the Rhyl instrument I wondered if there was 

a policy at Binns not to include mutation 

stops. Another point related to this is the 

organ at Eaton Chapel. This is a Whitely 

instrument and, in my opinion, the best 

example of his work. A few years ago the 

instrument was rebuilt. Martin Neary was 

consulted, the work was carried out by 

Nicholson and a 3 rank mixture was  

"added".  I say "added" because the original 

mixture had "disappeared" during a rebuild 

many years ago. In the Eaton Hall 

publication about the history of the 

courtyard and chapel it explains that the   

mixture had been removed either because it 

had been damaged or it had "gone out of 

fashion". I just wondered whether stops 

such as mutation and mixture have been the 

subject of fads or fashions over the years. 

Has anyone anything to add that I can 

include in a future newsletter? If someone 

gave me permission to design a three 

manual I would consider mixtures on all 

three manuals and mutation stops on the 

Choir as being essential - or is it just me? 

 

     The Chairman Writes 
Happy New Year to you all and I hope that 

your Christmas has been an enjoyable one. 

A New Year offers us all the opportunity to 

have a fresh start and I’d encourage you all 

to have a positive, optimistic and 

enthusiastic approach if the year is to live 

up to our expectations.  Please look to 

actively promote CNEWOCA, the organ 

and music in our churches in a manner that 

will both encourage others to listen and also 

to encourage some to play the organs in our 

churches or sing in the choirs. 

It seems we are fortunate in being granted 

many opportunities for a fresh start.  

January isn’t the only ‘New Year’, April is 

the financial ‘new year’, perhaps June is the 

CNEWOCA ‘new year’ when officers and 

committee members are elected, and for 

those of you associated with education or 

Methodism, then September is the start of 

your ‘new year’.  I’m sure you can think of 

other examples with different start dates, 

and as much of our Association activities 

are based around Christian buildings and 

beliefs, perhaps the ultimate ‘new start’ is 

the one the Jesus offers us, a chance for a 

new start that is available to us on any day 

of the year. 

Whatever new start you make, remember 

the words of Mark Twain: “Twenty years 

from now you will be more disappointed by 

the things you didn't do than by the ones 

you did do.  So throw off the bowlines.  

Sail away from the safe harbour.  Catch the 

trade winds in your sails, explore, dream 

and discover.” 

It doesn’t seem like six months since the 

‘new officers and committee were elected’, 

this time seeing many changes to those who 

have given valuable service over many 

years.  At this point, I would like to say 

how very proud we are that one of our 

members, Norman Rimmer, has been 

awarded the British Empire Medal in the 

New Year’s Honours List.  Time moves on, 

and your new officers have learnt a lot from 

their predecessors.  They are now ready to 

complete the details for the remaining 

events in the 2015/16 Programme but as I 

hope they will all continue after our AGM 

in June, we are ready to begin preparations 

for the 2016/17 Programme.  If you have 

any suggestions, please let me know, as the 

Committee is there to facilitate the events 

you’d like. 

Our January event is a fantastic way for us 

to begin this year, as we not only visit 

Liverpool Cathedral to hear the wonderful 

Cathedral Choir sing Evensong, we then get 

a demonstration of the organ by Ian Tracey, 

followed by an opportunity to play the 

might Willis, the largest organ in England.  

Please do make a special effort to grasp this 

opportunity as I’m sure we will both enjoy 

ourselves and learn something from 

attending.   

I make no apology for using these next 

words from time to time, as I think it’s 

important we remember how very fortunate 

we are to have an Organists’ & 

Choirmasters’ Association in our area and I 

hope that you will do your best to take up 

the opportunities that being a member of 

CNEWOCA offers.  As well as the music 

associated with our organisation, we 

shouldn’t under-estimate the value of the 

fellowship we are able to share.  Can I 

encourage you all to try and invite someone 

to come along to one of our monthly 

meetings, or even just give me the name 

and address/email address of someone you 

think might like to receive a copy of our 

monthly Newsletter – it costs us nothing to 

send a copy of our Newsletter by email but 

could be a great way of introducing 

CNEWOCA to prospective new members. 

I look forward to seeing you at some of the 

events that have been organised for the 

months ahead.  In the meantime, if you’d 

like to discuss anything to do with 

CNEWOCA, don’t hesitate to contact me 

on 07939 645688, 01244-674878 or by 

email angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

http://www.cnewoca.org.uk/


What’s  On  ? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm 

28 Jan Chris Strange - London 

  4 Feb Sean Montgomery - Yorkshire 

11 Feb Graham Eccles – St. Asaph 

18 Feb Roger Fisher 

25 Feb John Hosking – St. Asaph Cath. 
 

Wesley Church Centre 

St. John Street, Chester 

Tuesdays at 12.45pm 

26 Jan Heather Heighway (soprano) and 

         Tim Kennedy (piano) 

  2 Feb Alison Loram (violin) 

                Christopher Symons (piano) 

  9 Feb Chetham’s S of M Pianists 

16 Feb Louie McIvor (piano) 

23 Feb Duncan Anderson (viola) 

          Leanne Cody (piano) 

Sunday 7 February at 7.30pm 

St. John’s Festival Orchestra 

  Conductor: Alan Lees 

 John Bush (trumpet), Brian Heald (piano) 

Heather Heighway (soprano) 

Brandenburg Concerto No. 2 J.S. Bach 

Serenade for Strings  E. Elgar 

Exsultate, Jubilate K165  W.A. Mozart 

Piano Concerto No. 9 in EЬ major  Mozart  

Admission £10.00 (under 18s £8.00) 

 

Ellesmere College 

30 January at 3.30pm 

Henry Fairs 

Birmingham Conservatoire 

Plays both the Schulze organ and the chapel 

Hill, Norman & Beard organ 

Admission £5.00 

Afternoon tea available from 3.00pm 

 

St Andrew's, Tarvin 
Music on Fridays at 7.30pm 

19 February  

Andrew Wyatt  
Assistant Organist Chester Cathedral 

Admission Free - Retiring Collection 

Refreshments included 

 

Hamilton St Methodist Church 
Saturday 20 Feb at 7.30 pm 

City of Chester  
Male Voice Choir 

Guest: David Whitley (bass) 
Tickets £7 in advance or £10 at the door 

 

Caergwrle Methodist Church  
Thursday 18 Feb at 7.30 pm 

John and Angie Evans  

(organ and voice)  
 

Contact Bob Gilston 01978 761015 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

 

Harold Edwin Darke 

I’m afraid that the picture published in the 

December Newsletter was 

not of Harold Darke, 

although it was shown as 

such in the internet article 

about him.  Here is a 

correct one, taken off the 

same internet article. 

Thanks to Roger Fisher 

for spotting this.  Ray Harper 

William Faulkes 

Who!  He was born in 1863 and died in 

1933 and from 1886 until 1933 was 

organist at St.Margaret’s Church, Anfield, 

Liverpool. He was a prolific composer but 

his work was never recognised by his 

contemporaries.  Duncan Ferguson has 

recorded a selection of Faulkes’ organ 

works on the Willis organ in St. Mary’s 

Episcopal Cathedral, Edinburgh (Delphian 

DCD34148). Roger Judd, reviewing the 

disc in Cathedral Music 2/15, comments 

that before the arrival of this disc he had not 

heard of this composer and having listened 

to the disc much regrets his ignorance. The 

music is utterly engaging and immediately 

appealing.  The organist makes light of the 

technical demands of the music and the 

Delphian recording is excellent, conveying 

not only all the detail but also the sense of 

the large building surrounding the sound. 

Ray Harper adds, I had a copy of William 

Faulkes’ Postlude on the Easter Hymn Tune 

‘Alleluya’ (published by Novello)  given to 

me many years ago but I have never played 

it and now it is available to any organist 

who would like it.  Perhaps something new 

for this Easter?                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 
Informal Future Events 

During the meeting at Rhyl a few of us 

started talking about progress with 

computer technology and music. In addition 

to the Binns organ there is a music (?pop?) 

group and on the music stands were 

computer screens with a central computer 

enabling the members of group to view the 

music on the screen rather than each having  

a printed copy. I realise that there may be 

copyright issues but that got us on to 

talking about Kevin Bowyer and how he 

has tackled his eyesight problems. It is 

reported on the Internet that Kevin 

discovered that during a recital he was 

having issues reading the printed music. In 

short he now uses a 27 inch touch screen 

when playing at the Glasgow University 

Chapel and a 24 inch portable screen 

running Power Music Professional. There 

was an article in Organists Review in 

March 2014 and if you go on to the Power 

Music website - Community - musician of 

the Month April 2015 there is a link to a 

pdf file of the article reproduced with 

permission from OR. I and another member 

are happy to host such an event or events 

but this means making our homes available 

which may involve clearance being granted 

from other interested parties and clearly 

numbers will have to be limited. I hosted 

the January committee meeting - with the 

last people leaving at 11.45pm!!! I have 

been having work done at home which 

should be finished by the end of this month 

and following that I am happy for members 

to visit to see/hear/play the three manual 

Viscount with Physis technology so please 

get in touch to arrange a date.  

 

Membership List 
Enclosed, for members only, is a list of our 

current membership as at 1 January 2016. 

Member’s details are given to enable 

contact to be made with each other and 

must not be used for any other purpose nor 

divulged to non-members.  Please check 

your details very carefully and notify the 

PO of any errors in your entry or additions 

needed, particularly email addresses that 

enable information to be passed on when 

received too late for the current Newsletter.  

Also, please notify the PO of any future 

changes, in order that the list can be kept up 

to date and accurate. 

Please note that Graham Eccles’ email is 

grahamaeccles@gmail.com and not as 

published in the October Newsletter. 

Actually grahameccles@gmail.com lives in 

Seattle!  Ray’s apologies, Graham.  

Tim Jones has change his mobile to 

 07432 187709 

The following have not renewed their 

membership for the 2015/16 Season– 

Ann Badrock, Vyvyan Llewellyn, Derek 

Lacey and Geoff Parry. 

 

The Organist and the Treasurer 
When the Church Treasurer retired after 25 

years’ service the Congregation contributed 

to a handsome cheque.  When the organist 

retired after over 40 years’ service, nothing.   

The moral, one who looks after the notes is 

appreciated more than one who plays them. 

 

Newsletter Contributions 

Contributions for the February Newsletter 

are required before 31 January but much 

earlier in the month would be helpful.  

Email appreciated but hard copy just as 

acceptable. It’s never too early to send the 

PO articles and the details of events you 

organise, the latter from the last week in 

February up to the end of March being 

required before 31 January, as are flyers (85 

required) for inclusion in the February 

mailing. 

http://www.organrecitals/
mailto:grahamaeccles@gmail.com
mailto:grahameccles@gmail.com

