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The  Chairman  Writes 
After my comment last month that I was 

very disappointed at our having to cancel 

the December social evening, I approached 

Chester Cathedral on the 27 January with 

some trepidation, wondering whether this 

was the way that our Association was 

going.  However, I was very pleased to see 

such a large and encouraging number, 

perhaps the largest gathering that we’ve had 

for a long time.  I am very grateful for the 

support shown, particularly as Philip 

Rushforth had agreed to come along and 

talk to us about the work of the Music 

Department in the Cathedral.  I am sure that 

all of us were fascinated by what he had to 

say and it probably opened our eyes to all 

the hard work which everyone in the 

Department puts into this very important 

part of the Cathedral’s ministry.  As Philip 

pointed out, it is very expensive, the budget 

at present being £200,000 per year, but I’m 

sure most of us will agree it is money well 

spent.  Under Philip’s guidance the Choirs 

have developed into two of the finest in the 

country, a fact acknowledged by Stephen 

Layton, who commented after conducting a 

recent concert in the Cathedral, that of all 

the Cathedrals visited on the tour Chester 

was by far the best.  It was interesting to 

learn that choristers come not only from the 

immediate area but from all over Cheshire,  

illustrating the commitment of the boys and 

girls and indeed their parents, who have to 

bring them to the Cathedral so frequently - 

tribute must be paid to them.  We were 

entertained by anecdotes of organists in 

days gone by, some of whom are unlikely 

to be tolerated in the modern world.  It was 

a very interesting and entertaining 

presentation and on behalf of the 

Committee and members I must thank 

Philip most sincerely for giving up his 

valuable time to join us for the evening.   

After a short break for tea and biscuits, for 

which we must thank Linda Owens who 

arranged it all, we retired to the Lady 

Chapel to view and play the Chamber 

Organ, an instrument which many members 

had not seen previously.  I think that all 

who wished to, played appropriate pieces 

for this lovely organ, which to my mind, at 

least, is a wonderful asset in that peaceful 

part of the Cathedral.  I must also thank 

Bob Owens who has always liaised with 

Philip for us to visit the Cathedral for our 

January meeting.  I hope that those 

members who only come to our meetings 

occasionally will now see how enjoyable 

they are, not just the music but the social 

exchanges which take place.  Please do try 

to come more regularly.  The first 

opportunity will be this month’s meeting, 

details of which are given below and note 

that this is another of our Saturday 

afternoon gatherings, so it is not necessary 

to come out on a cold winter evening.   Jim 

This  Month 
Saturday 22 February at 2.30pm 

We visit the Church of the Holy Ascension, 

Upton-by-Chester, CH2 1DJ, to hear and 

play its two manual Whiteley organ, 

recently refurbished by G,O, Organs Ltd, 

and to learn a little about the unusual 

musical set-up at this church. 

Directions – From Chester and N. Wales. 

From the Northgate (fountains) Roundabout 

take the Birkenhead Road then take the first 

turning to the right after the (“Morrison’s) 

roundabout into Mill Lane.  Turn left at the 

cross roads into Church Lane and the 

church is on the right.  Parking is on the 

roadside.  From Cheshire.  Take the A41 

and turn left at the Upton traffic lights into 

Mill Lane then turn right at the Cross Roads 

into Church Lane.  From the Wirral. Take 

the A41, turn right at the Upton Traffic 

Lights into Mill Lane then right at the Cross 

Roads into Church Lane.   

Next  Month 
Saturday 29 March at 2.30pm 

We venture over the County Boundary into 

Shropshire to pay a return visit to St. 

Alkmund’s Church, Whitchurch. 

Moving  Forward 

Now is the time for each one of us to think 

what can I do to strengthen and develop 

CNEWOCA and to bring the advantages of 

membership to the notice of more folks. 

Although the PO sent-out 12 “Invitations to 

Join” and the Chairman distributed quite a 

few copies of these to those who regularly 

attend the Thursday recitals in Chester 

Cathedral, only 3 new members were 

recruited and one of those through our now 

defunct Website. Regarding the latter, in 

November Quentin Bellamy gave notice 

that he would be closing-down our Website 

in December, this he did on receipt of the 

December Newsletter.  Many thanks to 

Quentin for setting-up the site and for 

maintaining it for so long.  The present 

members of the Management Committee 

having served for many years, some from 

the formation of the Association, are hoping 

that new blood and ideas will be 

forthcoming at the AGM or even 

beforehand.   The present Constitution of 

the Management Committee is – Chairman, 

Vice-Chairman, General Secretary, 

Membership Secretary, Treasurer and 

Publicity Officer with six other members    

(although there are only four at present). Of 

these, Jim Treloar (Chairman) and Kevin 

Ryan (Membership Secretary) have decided 

to stand-down at the AGM, as have Derek 

Lacey (General Secretary) and Bob Owens 

(Committee).  Ray Harper (Publicity 

Officer), believes that due to aging (almost 

85 years) and deterioration in health, it 

would be the interests of the Association to 

hand-over to a younger and enthusiastic 

member to ensure that the monthly 

Newsletter (the much appreciated lifeline of 

the Association) and other publicity 

continue.  At its meeting on Monday 13 

January, the Committee expressed the hope 

that volunteers will be forthcoming to fill 

these posts, in order that the Association 

may continue to flourish and not demise 

due to the lack of enthusiastic leadership, 

something it has never lacked in the past.  

Whilst the Committee is elected at the A. 

G. M. others may be co-opted at any time.  

Come on, folks, if you would be willing to 

take-on one of the posts, do speak to the 

present holder of the post for details of 

what it entails. It would be good to know 

what post you would be willing to take-on 

at the next AGM in June, or even sooner. 

Without enthusiastic Officers, the 

Association will not survive.  To be happy, 

find something you can do, and throw 

yourself into it wholeheartedly. 

Please do consider what you can do to 

maintain and move the Association 

forward, then convey this to our Chairman, 

Jim Treloar, in person, or by telephoning 

01244 347910 or by E-mailing 

james.treloar@btinternet.com 

Come on, folks, surprise Jim by the 

number of offers he receives !!!!   

mailto:james.treloar@btinternet.com


What’s  On  ? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm. 

20 Feb Roger Fisher 

27 Feb Jeremy Cull - Edinburgh 

  6 Mar Graham Eccles – Bangor Cath. 

13 Mar Benjamin Chewter 

20 Mar Philip Rushforth 

27 Mar Colin Walsh – Lincoln Cathedral 
 

Bangor Cathedral 
Tuesdays at 1.10pm 

25 Feb Dr. William Reynolds – 
              The Collegiate Church of St. Mary, Swansea 

11 Mar Graham Eccles  
25 Mar Martin J. Brown – Assist Organist 

 Retiring Collection 
 

Wesley Church Centre 

St. John Street, Chester 
TUESDAYS at 12.45pm 

Admission £3.00 for the two below 

25 Feb Heather Heighway (soprano) 

  4 Mar Emily Clay (violin) with 

                                Raewyn Bailey (piano) 
 

Retiring Collection from here 

11 Mar Martin Bickerton (guitar) 

18 Mar Chetham’s  SoM Brass Ensembles 

25 Mar Clarence Lam (piano) 
 

Hamilton St. Meth. Church 
Hoole, Chester 

Saturday 22 February, 7.30pm 

The City of Chester M V Choir 
with The Waverton Hand-bell Ringers 
Tickets £7 in advance or £10 at the door 

Tel: 07939 645688 John Evans 
 

St. Andrew’s Church, Tarvin 
Retiring collection – Refreshments available 

Friday 28 February at 7.30pm 

Benjamin Chewter 

Assist. Director of Music, Chester Cathedral 

Friday 21 March at 7.30pm 

Philip Underwood 

St. Bartholomew’s Church, Wilmslow 

 

St. Asaph Cathedral 
Saturday 22 February at 2.00pm 

The RSCM  N-E Wales (St. Asaph) Area 

Invites, organists and pianists 

of all abilities to  

 Come and try the Cathedral Organ 
under the guidance of 

Alan McGuinness 
To book a place a place contact Alan on  

 01745 584053 or via email: 

organist@stasaphcathedral.org.uk  

Suggested donation £5 
 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

Parr Hall, Warrington 
Wednesday 12 March at 7:45pm 

Ian Tracey 
Plays the famous Cavaillé-Coll Organ 
Admission £5.00 -  Concessions £4.50  

 

Church of The Holy Ascension 
 Church Lane, Upton-by-Chester, CH2 1DJ 

Friday 7 March at 7.30pm 

Philip Rushforth 

Gives the opening recital on the two manual 

Whiteley organ refurbished by G.O. Organs  

Admission Adults £7.00 – Children £2.00 

Including programme and refreshments 

 “Clerical Errors” ?? 
On Friday 20 December, just five days 

before Christmas, the Chapter of Llandaff 

Cathedral made redundant the five Lay 

Clerks, a part-time Choral Scholar and the 

Assistant Organist, to reduce by £45,000 an 

anticipated overspend in 2014 of around 

£85,000. Under a revised structure, those 

made redundant will be contracted on a 

sessional basis, for Sunday Services and 

special events. Could be quite a disaster for 

the future of music in this Cathedral!  The 

Friends of Cathedral Music investigated the 

position but had to agree to the 

redundancies. For full details “google” 

“Llandaff Cathedral Choir Redundancies” 

then click on “the Church in Wales Press 

Release.  Nearer home, a similar cost–

cutting exercise axed the Director of Music 

at St. Giles’ Church, Wrexham 

Organ Music Available 

Since retiring as Principal Organist at St. 

Werburgh’s Church, Chester, Ray Harper 

wishes to hand-on music that he no longer 

requires, some in almost new condition.  If 

you are interested, contact him for a list and 

other details - Telephone 01244 372822 or 

Email   postmaster@rbh2hrb.plus.com 

Membership List 
Please make the following amendments -  

Michael Reynolds – Address now – 

 9, Sandford Drive, Tarvin, Chester, 

CH3 8DP  -  Delete Telephone Number – 

Mobile still 07786 323946 

Fay Adamson – amend appointment to 

read Organist, St Peter, Ruthin & Freelance. 

Shortage of Resident Organists 
One hears of this regularly but there are 

organists out there who prefer to help-out 

on an occasional basis rather than become 

resident. Why is this, one wonders? Can it 

be the organs, the Incumbents, Church 

Officials, the modern Liturgy or just the 

unwanted Sunday by Sunday tie?  One of 

our members said recently, that as a stand-

in organist he gets welcomed before the 

Service and thanked before he leaves, 

something he never enjoyed as a resident 

organist.  This makes one think!! 

French Masses – Recent CDs 
Jim Treloar writes:   The first Mass by a 

French composer I heard many years ago 

was the well-known Vierne Messe 

Solennelle for choir and two organs on an 

LP which I found very impressive and since 

then I’ve listened to many more by various 

composers.   There have been a couple of 

recent CD issues which if you share my 

enthusiasm I can heartily recommend, the 

first, strangely, by an English composer, 

namely David Briggs who is steeped in the 

French tradition following his study with 

Jean Langlais and his enthusiasm for the 

music of Pierre Cochereau.   The disc is on 

the bargain Naxos label which includes his 

Messe pour Saint Sulpice sung by the 

Vasari Singers with the composer at the 

organ.  Although first performed at St 

Sulpice this recording was made in 

Tonbridge School Chapel but no worse for 

that as it sounds superb.  The CD also 

includes choral music by another English 

performer and composer, Jeremy Filsell, 

including a Magnificat and Nunc Dimitis 

and other works he wrote for St George’s 

Chapel, Windsor, here Jeremy accompanies 

on the organ.  It is a very satisfying record 

at a bargain price.  The second recent issue 

is a 2-CD set on the bargain Brilliant 

Classics label of the complete music for 

choir and organ by Durufle.  It was 

recorded at the Roman Catholic Cathedral 

in Leeds under our friend Ben Saunders.  It 

includes both of Durufle’s masses, the 

Requiem and the Cum Jubilo and his other 

choral works on one disc, and the second 

contains all of the organ music played by 

the Italian organist Adriano Falcioni, all 

excellent performances.   I paid only just 

over £6 for the set, a real bargain.  If I have 

one reservation it is of the baritone soloist 

in the Gloria of the Cum Jubilo who uses an 

exaggerated vibrato which I feel is totally 

unnecessary as I think it should be sung 

without any vibrato at all, maybe a personal 

opinion.  However this does not detract 

from the set as a whole.   I have been 

looking through my CDs of French Masses 

recently and I shall return to the subject 

later, this time including some French 

recordings but for now look through that 

well known on-line shopping site for these 

two releases, well worth purchasing. 

Newsletter  Contributions 

Contributions for the March Newsletter are 

required by 1 March but much earlier 

would be helpful.  Email appreciated but 

hard copy just as acceptable. Another plea -

more articles needed!! Come on members 

put pen to paper or tap a few keys on your 

computer keyboard.  It’s never too early to 

send the PO articles and the details of 

events you organise, the latter being 

required by 1st of the month preceding the 

month of the event, as are flyers (100 

required) for inclusion in the mailings. 

http://www.organrecitals/

