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The  Chairman  Writes 
What a wonderful event we had at Ewloe, 

beginning with an interesting talk about this 

unusual Church, followed by some history, 

information and a short demonstration of 

the organ which originated in York Minster 

before eventually finding its way to Ewloe 

in 1981, a hundred years after it was first 

constructed. 

The main part of our event followed on 

with a singing demonstration and master-

class that certainly exceeded expectations.  

We began with Millie (aged 12) singing 

John Rutter’s “A Clare Benediction” and 

then Joanne (aged 22) singing the same 

piece.  Enid Whittle discussed the 

characteristics of both voices and what they 

could both do to sound even better.  She 

also explained how vowel sounds are so 

important to good tone production but that 

consonants must be used sensibly to ensure 

adequate diction for the audience to 

understand the words.  We then had a trio 

of voices sing an unaccompanied 

arrangement of “Have Yourself A Merry 

Little Christmas”.  Enid explained about the 

need to accentuate a particular part, 

particularly when the melody moves from 

the top line to one of the lower parts.  

Enid’s contribution was appreciated by 

singers and audience alike as time seemed 

to fly by.  So much so that several members 

suggested that we should invite Enid to lead 

another session in the next season’s 

programme. 

And finally, a big “Thank You” to Pam and 

Barbara, who made us so welcome at their 

beautiful Church.    

Many people miss out on the true meaning 

of Christmas.  Perhaps the following story 

about a man who thought Christmas was 

“humbug” may help explain it.  He wasn’t a 

Scrooge, he was a kind man.  “I am really 

sorry to upset you,” he told his wife, “but I 

simply cannot understand how God 

becomes man.” 

On Christmas Eve his wife went to church 

and he went back to his chair by the fireside 

but after a few moments he was startled by 

several thudding sounds.  He thought that 

someone must be throwing snowballs.  He 

went to investigate and found a flock of  
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birds huddled together in a desperate search 

for shelter; they had tried to fly through his 

window.  “I can’t let these poor creatures 

lie there and freeze,” he thought.  But how 

can I help?”  Then he remembered his barn 

could provide a warm shelter for them. 

He put on his boots and coat and tramped 

through the snow and opened the barn door 

but the birds didn’t come in.  “Food will 

lure them in,” he thought.  So he hurried 

back to the house for bread crumbs, which 

he sprinkled on the snow to make a trail 

into the barn.  To his dismay, the birds 

ignored the bread crumps and continued to 

flap around helplessly in the snow.  He tried 

shooing them into the barn by waving his 

arms around, but they scattered in every 

direction, except into the warm lighted 

barn. 

“They find me a strange, terrifying 

creature,” he said to himself, “and I can’t 

think of any way to let them know they can 

trust me.  If only I could be a bird myself 

for a few minutes, perhaps I could lead 

them to safety . . . . “ 

Just at that moment, the church bells began 

to ring.  He stood silent for a while, 

listening to the bells pealing the glad tidings 

of Christmas.  Then he sank to his knees in 

the snow.  “Now I do understand,” he 

whispered.  “Now I see why God became 

man.”  

I know you won’t all manage to make it to 

our gathering on Monday 15th December, so 

may I take this opportunity to wish you all a 

very Happy Christmas and a very healthy 

New Year.  I would also thank the Officers 

and Committee for the work they do to 

provide us all with the opportunity to meet 

together and share fellowship each month at 

our special events.   John 

This  Month 
Monday 15 December at 7.30pm 

Christmas Carols and Social 
Church and Church Hall of 

Our Lady of the Rosary, Buckley 
CH7 2BF 

Advanced booking, if you haven’t done so 

already and want to eat, contact Tony 

Warren on 01244 532341 or Mobile 07889 

238132 or Email ndtl3@yahoo.co.uk   

More bookings needed to make this event 

as enjoyable as in the past.  The cost, 

although higher than in the past is £8.50, 

payable on the night. 

Directions – From the Wirral take the 

A41 or A540 turning right unto the A550 

which later becomes the A494.   Ignore the 

signs to Buckley and join the A55 signed 

Chester & Wrexham.  Leave at Junction 35 

(signed Wrexham) and take the 4th exit at 

the roundabout (signed Wrexham & 

Buckley) onto the A550. At the next 

roundabout (Dobshill) take the 3rd exit into 

Buckley. 

Directly before the traffic light controlled 

pedestrian crossing turn left onto Coppa 

View, then left onto Jubilee Road.  The 

church and large car park is on the right.  

From Wrexham – take the A550 turning 

left at the Dobshill roundabout (signed 

Buckley), then follow the last para. above. 

From North Wales – take the A55, leave 

at Junction 35, then follow “Wirral” route. 

From the M56 (Manchester)  join the M53 

(signed Chester & Wrexham) then the A55 

and leave at junction 35. Take the 1st exit at 

the roundabout and the 3rd exit at the 

Dobshill roundabout, then the “Wirral” 

route.  From Chester - take either the 

A483/A55 then follow the above route or 

use the A548/A494 to join the A55 (signed 

Wrexham) then follow the Wirral route. 

Next Month 
Monday 26 January at 5.30pm 

Chester Cathedral 
Evensong followed by a conducted tour of 

the Cathedral and an Open Console. 

http://www.cnewoca.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.co/groups/CNEWOCA
mailto:ndtl3@yahoo.co.uk/


What’s  On  ? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm. 

Admission £5.45, Concessions £4.50 

Children FREE 

Book of 10 adult tickets £40.00, 

 Book of 10 Concessionary tickets £35.00 

18 Dec  Geoffrey Woollatt 

25 Dec God Rest You Merry, Organists 

  1 Jan John Hosking –St Asaph Cathedral 

  8 Jan Jangoo Chapkhana - Australia 

15 Jan Anthony Gritten - London 

22 Jan Philip Rushforth 

29 Jan Anthony Pinel - Shrewsbury 

 

Sunday 14 December at 3.30pm 

Nave Choir Carol Service 
Collection 

 

Saturday 20 December at 7.30pm 

Carol Concert 
featuring the Boys, Girls and Lay Clerks of 

The Cathedral Choirs 
Directed by Philip Rushforth 

With Organists 
Benjamin Chewter & Geoffrey Woollatt 

Also 
Inspired Brass (Joel Cooper – director) 

and readings by Nicholas Fry. 
Admission £10. £15 & £17 – children £5 

 

Nine Lessons and Carols 
Tuesday 23 December at 6.00pm 

and 

Wednesday 24 December at 3.00pm 

The Cathedral Choirs 
Directed by Philip Rushforth 

With Organists 
Benjamin Chewter & Geoffrey Woollatt 

Collections  
 

Wesley Church Centre 

St. John Street, Chester 

Friday 12 December at 7.30pm 

Christmas Concert 

featuring 

The Vale Royal Singers 
with 

The Queen’s Young Voices 

Both directed by Margaret Corlett 

 with Accompanist Brian Heald 

Admission £8.00  -  under 18s £5.00 
 

Tuesdays at 12.45pm to 1.30pm 

16 Dec Tom Blomfield (Oboe) with 

  Joseph Beech (Piano) 

23 Dec Claire Heald (Contralto) with 

       Brian Heald (Organ) 

  6 Jan James Ellis – piano 

13 Jan Jeremy & Brian Heald – piano duet 

20 Jan Chetham’s  Sof M Instrumentalists 

27 Jan Hayley Parkes - piano 

Retiring Collection 
 

St. Asaph Cathedral 
Wednesday 24 December at 7.00pm 

Candlelit Service of 

Nine Lessons and Carols 
Sung by The Cathedral Choirs 

Collection 
 

Hamilton St. Methodist Church 

Monday 22 December at 7.30pm 

Christmas Concert 

Choir, Carols & Candles 

Admission £6.00 
 

St. Andrew’s Church, Tarvin 

Friday 12 December at 7.30pm 

Christmas Concert 
St. Andrew’s Choir & 
The Chester Choral 

Retiring Collection 
Refreshments available 

 

Friday 23 January at 7.30pm 

Organ Recital featuring  

Nigel James 

(St. John, Great Sutton) 

Retiring Collection 

Refreshments available 
 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

 

St. Stephen’s R.C. Cathedral 
Passau, Bavaria 

A friend of Gilmour Pemberton recently 

visited this 1688 baroque church, whilst 

enjoying a Rhine cruise, discovering and 

hearing,  in a recital, its fabulous organ. 

 
Since its construction by Steinmeier 

between 1924 to 1928 and even today, it is 

considered the largest Catholic church 

organ in the world and Europe´s biggest 

organ with its 17,974 pipes, 233 stops and 

four chimes. It is nowadays the official 

number five in the listing of the worldwide 

largest pipe organs. The organ is 

outstandingly unique and truly a technical 

marvel, with its ringing registers. It is made 

up of five separate organs – the great organ 

above the main entrance, with its own 4 

manual mechanical console, the Spanish 

style Epistle organ, the French style Gospel 

organ, on the western gallery of the aisle, 

the choir organ at the altar and the echo 

organ in the attic behind the “Holy Spirit 

Hole” in the ceiling in the middle of the 

nave through which the organ‘s muted 

tones reach the interior. More than 120 km 

of cable had to be laid in the attic to 

connect the five organs to the electric key 

action of the 5 manual console in the West 

Gallery. From this, each organ can be 

played separately or in combination. The 

largest pipe is more than 11 meters long 

and weighs 306 kilos. Its deepest tone is 

almost inaudible with a frequency of 16 Hz. 

The smallest pipes are 6 mm and their tones 

are almost too piercingly high for our 

hearing, with a frequency of 16 000 Hz. 

The baroque case of the great organ is from 

the year 1731, the cases of the epistle and 

the gospel organ are from 1715. Based on 

the construction of Steinmeier, today‘s 

organ was restored between 1978 and 1981 

by the organ company Eisenbarth, still 

entrusted today with its maintenance. 

The versatility of the organ can be seen 

from this recital programme – Bach, 

Prelude and Fugue in C (BWV 545) and 

two Choral Preludes (including BWV 147) 

followed in the second half by Organ 

Symphony No 5 by Widor. 
Thanks Gilmour for news of this organ. 

FCM Donations in 2014 

In the May edition of our Newsletter, 

mention was made of the work of the 

Friends of Cathedral Music. In the August 

edition of its “Cathedral Voice” it was 

announced that in 2014  a total of 224.000 

had been distributed between nine English 

Cathedrals, one English church and one 

Australian Cathedral, in amounts varying 

between £10,000 and £30,000.  FCM is an 

organisation well worthy of our  support. 

Newsletter  Contributions 

Now is the time to make a New Year’s 

Resolution, not to be broken (!!), to write a 

few articles for the Newsletters.  

Contributions for the January edition are 

required before 31 December but much 

earlier in the month would be helpful.  

Email appreciated but hard copy just as 

acceptable. It’s never too early to send the 

PO articles and the details of events you 

organise, the latter from the last week in 

January up to the end of February being 

required before 31 December, as are flyers 

(92 required) for inclusion in the January 

mailing.  

Finding An Unknown Hymn 

How many times have we organists been 

asked to play an unfamiliar hymn that is not 

in our Hymn Books, particularly at 

Weddings or Funerals?  These days it 

seems to be happening more and more.  

Fear not, just go into the Cyber Hymnal 

Website at www.cyberhymnal.org where 

thousands of hymns and spiritual songs of 

all Christian denominations and countries 

can be found and downloaded. 

http://www.organrecitals/

