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The  Chairman  Writes 
I hope you are all enjoying or at least 

coping with the warm weather we’ve been 

having recently.  It has meant that going 

into many Churches has been quite a 

pleasure and there have certainly been a fair 

few concerts about to enjoy. 

Due to a Clerical error at the church our 

July meeting had to be cancelled at very 

short notice.  Apologies from all concerned. 

Our new Committee met in the middle of 

July and had a very useful discussion where 

several opinions were expressed, that did 

not gain unanimous support, about the 

venue and content for future events.  Whilst 

many members enjoy the more usual organ 

demonstration and open console, several 

members of the Committee felt the time has 

come to try and offer something in addition 

at such evening, with perhaps a 15 – 30 

minute talk in addition to an organ 

demonstration.  This would still leave the 

best part of an hour for open console and 

may attract some new members. 

What do we need to do so that you would 

consider bringing a friend along to our 

events?  You don’t have to be a member to 

come along to our events, so perhaps 

there’s someone you could invite along 

who’d enjoy sharing in our music and 

fellowship. You will receive a list of 

proposed events for 2014/15 and will notice 

that the Committee have deliberately left 

some gaps.  I am keen to provide the type 

of events you will feel encouraged to attend 

and I will work with you to explore any 

suggestions I receive - I look forward to 

hearing from you. 

It’s easy to get bogged down with negative 

thoughts and as I mentioned last month, but 

feel it needs to be said again, please help 

me to promote our Organists’ & 

Choirmasters’ Association in a positive 

light as it’s amazing how positive 

comments can spread and arouse interest.   

If there are reasons why you can’t make our 

monthly events and you are happy to 

receive the monthly newsletter, you can still 

be involved as Ray is regularly asking for 

contributions to the Newsletter.  Again, if 

you’d like some help formatting or editing 

your article, Ray or I will gladly assist. 

The comedian Milton Jones has written a 

couple of books “10 Second Sermons” and 

“Even More 10 Second Sermons”, which 

certainly get straight to the point.  I thought 

I’d share a few of them with you: 

Sometimes people think of church as being 

like a giant helicopter.  They don’t want to 

get too close in case they get sucked into 

the rotas.  Others think of it as a Winnie the 

Pooh pyjama suit, safe and warm but they 

hope to goodness no one sees them in it.  

For some it’s like a cricket bat, used for a 

nice little game with their friends and then 

once a year taken out into the High Street to 

hit people over the head.  Some people say 

“I really want to be used!”  But if you ask 

them to put a few chairs out they say “Now 

I’m just being used!”  

There are already times when I’ve felt I’m 

banging my head against a wall and then 

something just appears, someone makes a 

kind offer or suggestion and something 

slips into place, praise God!  

I look forward to seeing you at some of the 

events that have been organised for the 

months ahead.  In the meantime, if you’d 

like to discuss anything to do with 

CNEWOCA, don’t hesitate to contact me. 

on 07939 645688 or by email 

angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

Next Event 
There is no meeting arranged for August 

but there are the weekly Thursday 

lunchtime organ recitals in Chester 

Cathedral and other events as advertised in 

the July Newsletter and overleaf. 

On Saturday 6 September an all-day visit 

has been arranged to Thornton Hough in the 

Wirral.  This historic and beautiful village 

has two churches both with two manual 

Norman & Beard organs that have been 

restored by Willis & Co. 

At 11.00am Iain 

Stinson will welcome 

us to his own church, 

All Saints Parish 

Church with a cup of 

coffee/tea .Details of 

the day at 11.15am 

followed a short talk of the organ by Iain 

and Willis.  At 11.45 Iain will demonstrate 

the organ and then open the console until 

1.00pm for all who wish to play.  This will 

be followed by a break for lunch.  You may 

bring a picnic to eat in the Church Hall and 

Iain will provide tea or coffee or go for a 

meal at the local Inn, The Seven Stars. 

We reconvene at 1.45pm in St. George’s 

United Reformed 

Church where once 

again Iain and 

Willis will tell us a 

little about the organ 

restoration.  Ian will demonstrate the organ 

at 2.00pm before throwing open the console 

at 2.10pm until 3.10pm for all who wish to 

play.  It should be a good day out and we 

look forward to it being well supported. 

Directions – From Cheshire and North 

Wales, join the A540, signed Hoylake, and 

about 10 miles on,  turn right onto the 

B5136, signed Thornton Hough, Post Code  

CH63 1JP. 

Next Month 
Monday 29 September at 7.30pm 

We pay a return visit to St. Peter’s Church, 

Waverton, Nr. Chester.  Its two manual 

Willis/Sixsmith organ will be demonstrated 

by resident organist Richard Morgan-Jones. 

Subscriptions for 2014/15 

are due on 1 September 
Yes, it’s that time of the year once again.  A 

Membership Renewal Form, pre-printed 

with ‘your details’, is enclosed. Please 

check ‘your details’, amend where 

necessary and, if you have one,  add your 

Email Address where this is blank on the 

form, before forwarding it with your 

Subscription of £15.00 (students £9.00) to 

our Membership Secretary. It would be a 

great help if you would kindly pay your 

subscription as soon as possible, thus 

avoiding the need to send out a reminder. If 

for any reason you decide not to renew your 

membership, please do let our Membership 

Secretary know and the reason for your 

decision. A flyer outlining our programme 

for the 2014/15 Season is enclosed.  Please 

show this to non-members, then let the PO 

have their names and addresses and he will 

send them a Recruitment Leaflet. Better 

still, bring the person(s) with you to our 

next event.  A good way for gentlemen to 

advertise our existence is to wear a 

CNEWOCA tie. Bob Owens still has a few 

available in Maroon or Blue at just £6. 

Committee Members 

Please add Angela Evans to the list 

published last month – 

Sorry for the oversight – P.O. 

mailto:angiejohnevans@uwclub.net


What’s  On  ? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm 

28 Aug Andrew Bryden – Ripon Cathedral 

  4 Sept Paul Dewhurst - Pontefract 

11 Sept Simon Hogan – Southwall Minster 

18 Sept Roger Fisher 

25 Sept Andrew Hamilton - Windsor 
 

St. Asaph Cathedral 
Wednesday 3 September 

Recital by Carmarthen Organist 

Meirion Wynn Jones 

Admission £5.00 including programme etc. 
 

Holy Trinity Ch., Llandudno 

Wednesday 27 August at 1.00pm 
Organ recital by Resident Organist 

Norman Rimmer 

Retiring Collection 
 

St. Andrew’s Church, Tarvin 
Friday 26 September at 7.30pm 

Organ Recital featuring 

Philip Rushforth 

Director of Music Chester Cathedral 

Retiring Collection 

Refreshments available 

 

St. Giles’ Church, Wrexham 

Summer Music Series 
Sunday 24 August at 3.00pm 

Songs by Benjamin Britten performed by 

Peter West 
(Baritone) 

Accompanied by Christopher Enston 

Sunday 14 September at 3.00pm 

Llanfair Singers 

Conducted by Graham Trew 

Then at 6.30pm 

The same choir sings Choral Evensong 
 

Tuesday 23 September at 7.15pm 

St. Mary’s Church, Mold 

The RSCM N.E. Wales (St. Asaph) Area 

invites everyone to  

Come and Sing New Music 
for Advent and Christmas 

under the direction of 

Mervyn Cousins  
Admission £7.00 bookable in advance 

Contact Alan McGuinness on 

 01745 584053 or Email  

organist@stasaphcathedral.org.uk 
 

St. Saviour’s Church, Oxton 

Saturday 13 September at 7.30pm. 

Richard Lea 

Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral 

Admission £7.50 

 

Hamilton St. Meth. Church 
Saturday 13 September at 7.30pm 

Flint Male Voice Choir 
with soprano Heather Heighway 

Admission £10.00 

Tickets in advance  £7.00 

Contact John Evans on  07939 645688  or 

Email  angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 
 

St. Helen’s Church, Tarporley 

Friday 19 September at 7.30pm 

An Evening of Beautiful Organ Music with  

Benjamin Chewter 

(Assistant Director of Music Chester Cathedral) 

Admission £7.00 including refreshments 
 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

Chester Cathedral 
Saturday 4 October 9.00am to 9.00pm 

Organ Marathon 
Members with internet access have received 

details of this already but if you wish to 

take part you must book your place by 6 

September.  Application Forms can be 

obtained from Philip Rushforth by 

telephoning 01244 500974 or Emailing - 

philip.rushforth@chestercathedral.com 
also by visiting the Cathedral Website at 

www.chestercathedral.com 

In return for playing for 15, 20 or 30 

minutes, you will be required to raise 

sponsorship of at least £250 towards the 

Organ Appeal. 

More details of this event and the Organ 

Appeal will be in the September Newsletter 

Congratulations 
These are due to our member Chris 

Roberts, organist at St. Mary’s Church, 

Conwy, for his organisation of the July 

Conwy Classical Music Festival.  From the 

opening Sunday afternoon Choral 

Evensong to the final Male Voice Choir 

Concert on the following Saturday evening 

the events were well attended although 

attendance at  the daily lunchtime concerts 

suffered a little from the hot weather.  All 

events were free of charge, Chris being 

dependant on Retiring Collections and 

some sponsorship to cover the very 

appreciable costs of staging this week-long 

event.  Now for the 2015 events! 

RSCM Organist Master-Class 
Saturday 20 September 10am to 6pm 

The event, organised by the Chester Area 

Committee, will be held at Chester 

Cathedral with master-classes on the organs 

in the Song School and the Cathedral, 

which will include sessions on 

improvisation, Hymn and Psalm 

accompaniment and conducting.  These will 

be followed by attendance at a rehearsal of 

the Cathedral Choir and Evensong after 

which there will be further sessions on the 

Cathedral organ.    The cost is £20.00. 

Further details and Booking Form from the 

Area Treasurer - 

Mr. Peter Connor on  01928 724381or 

Email peterjconnor@btinternet.com 

RSCM Chester Area Festival 
This will take place in Chester Cathedral at 

5.30pm on Saturday 11 October and will be 

directed by Benjamin Chewter with organ 

accompaniment by Geoffrey Woollatt.  The 

event will be preceded by Area Rehearsals.  

For full details and copies of the book 

(£6.50 for members, £10 for non-members, 

both plus post and packing, if required) 

contact Peter Connor or Karen Salisbury on 

karen.salisbury@virginmedia.com 

 French Masses – A Postlude 
Jim Treloar writes:  Following my recent 

notes on CD recordings of French masses, 

yet another CD appeared after I’d written, 

and it is a most interesting issue.  It 

contains the two Messe Solennelle by 

Vierne and Langlais but what makes this 

doubly rewarding is that they are sung by 

Southwell Minster choir under Paul Hale 

and recorded in a French Cathedral, Sées, 

which contains two Cavaille-Coll organs, 

ideal for these two works.  I think Paul Hale 

is in his element with his choir backed by 

authentic instruments.  The organs are 

played by Hilary Punnet and Simon Hogan 

now the assistant at Southwell who we will 

hear at Chester Cathedral later this year.  

Two postludes are included, the Durufle 

Veni Creator Variations and Te Deum by 

Demessieux.  The CD is on the Regent 

label and is well worth obtaining from your 

usual on-line supplier, I’ve already played it 

three or four times and haven’t tired of it. 

Deputy Organist to the Rescue 
A Minister had to tell his congregation that 

more money was needed for the roof 

repairs.  The regular organist was off sick, 

much to the disappointment the Minister.  

Having given the stand-in organist the 

Order of Service, the Minister asked him to 

play something appropriate after he put the 

problem to the congregation.  During the 

service, the Minister paused and said, 

"Brothers and Sisters, we are in great 

difficulty; the roof repairs cost twice as 

much as we expected and we need £4,000 

more. Any of you who can pledge £100 or 

more, please stand up."  At that moment, 

the stand-in organist played The National 

Anthem.  He is now the resident organist! 

Newsletter  Contributions 

Contributions for the Sept. Newsletter are 

required before 31 Aug. but sooner would 

be helpful.  It’s never too early to send the 

PO articles and details of events you 

organise, the latter up to the end of October 

being required before 31 Aug., as are flyers 

for including in the September mailing. 
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