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This Month 
Tuesday 26 April 

Chester Cathedral 

 

See John’s article for details, and John adds 

that both ‘The Tour’ and ‘Open Console’ 

are rare opportunities for Association 

members to make the most of, so please let 

John know if you would like to participate 

in the tour.  Perhaps it’s also an ideal way 

to bring a friend along to one of our events. 

 

Next Month 
Monday 30 May at 7.30pm 

St. Asaph Cathedral 
Masterclass led by 

Alan McGuinness 
See John's article - at the moment we have 

just two volunteers - we would like more. 

You don't necessarily have to play the piece 

in full - if there is an aspect with which you 

are having difficulty then simply 

concentrate on that as it is hoped that all 

will benefit and not just the individual 

member. There will then be an open 

console.  

 

 

The Chairman Writes 
April already!  This article seems to be 

following on very soon after March’s 

Newsletter, and as our event in March was 

early in the month and our April event isn’t 

until later in the month, there hasn’t been a 

planned event to review. 

For a change, I would like to spend a little 

while talking about singing, and how 

Easter, and particularly performances of 

Stainer’s CRUCIFIXION, have given many 

singers the chance to join a choir or a larger 

choir.  I have been involved in two differing 

performances this Easter, the first being a 

‘Come & Sing’ event, and the second being 

given by a choir specifically formed during 

Lent to give a performance on Good Friday 

as an act of worship.  The ‘Come & Sing’ 

event was very enjoyable and attracted 40+ 

singers of differing abilities, who 

thoroughly enjoyed the experience.  It was 

the first time that church had staged such an 

event and they were thrilled that it attracted 

many people from outside their church to 

sing and then even more to listen to the 

performance.  The second performance, 

given by a specially formed Lent Choir, 

was indeed special because of the weekly 

rehearsals during Lent that not only allowed 

the singers time to study the music in detail 

but also gave time to talk about the text and 

discuss things such as “How big and heavy 

were the gates that had to be flung open!”.  

The fellowship shared during the rehearsals 

and afterwards with a cup of tea and cake 

was a special and uplifting time.  We are 

regularly hearing about the benefits of 

singing in a choir, and perhaps churches 

need to be making more of that, as most of 

the choirs that are ‘popping up’ following 

the recent interest in singing are not Church 

Choirs, although many rehearse in Church 

buildings.  We are an Organists’ and 

CHOIRMASTERS’ Association - perhaps 

the current climate is one where we would 

benefit more by giving a greater emphasis 

to singing – I look forward to your 

thoughts!      

Your Committee met earlier this month and 

we are benefiting from the enthusiasm of 

the new Officers and Committee members.  

Our AGM is only 2 months away, and the 

Officers (with one exception, although we 

have already had an offer to take over that 

vacancy) will be standing for re-election, as 

will most of the Committee.  There will be 

one or two vacancies on the Committee, so 

if you would be interested, please give me a 

call or e-mail.  

Our next event is at Chester Cathedral on 

Tuesday 26th April.  We are very grateful to 

Philip Rushforth for arranging the 

opportunity for members to enjoy the 

‘Cathedral at Height Tour’.  It looks as if 

we will run two tours of the tower, so if you 

haven’t expressed an interest, there are two 

or three spaces still to fill.  It is anticipated 

that there will be an ‘Open Console’ from 

about 7.30pm. 

On Monday 30th May at 7.30pm, Alan 

McGuinness has kindly agreed to lead an 

Organ Masterclass for us at St Asaph 

Cathedral.  I envisage the Masterclass 

portion of the evening lasting around an 

hour, which will probably allow 4 of our 

members to play a piece lasting up to 5 

minutes and then receive some advice from 

Alan.  This will still leave some time for 

other members to try the organ for 

themselves.  If you would be interested in 

taking part in the Masterclass, please let me 

know as soon as possible, along with the 

piece you propose to play.  Surprisingly, 

there haven’t been more volunteers than 

spaces at the moment, so do contact me if 

you are interested in taking part. 

The evenings are getting lighter and the 

weather is improving, so I hope we will 

meet up in the next couple of months at the 

events that have been organised.  In the 

meantime, if you’d like to discuss anything 

to do with CNEWOCA, don’t hesitate to 

contact me on 07939 645688 or by e-mail: 

angiejohnevans@uwclub.net. 

 

Mary Lees – RIP 

It was with much regret that we learned that 

Mary died on Wednesday 16th March after 

being unwell for some time. In her earlier 

life she was a concert pianist and 

accompanist using her maiden name Mary 

Buckingham. She was Organist & 

Choirmaster at St. John the Baptist Church, 

Chester for over 40 years, until ill health 

forced her retirement, and was a teacher of 

music and piano. It was at St. John’s that 

she organised the very popular summer 

season of Wednesday lunchtime concerts 

and many other musical events. Previously 

she organised the Wednesday lunchtime 

concerts in the Town Hall. Mary was 

greatly involved with the musical life in 

Chester and will be greatly missed.     

http://www.cnewoca.org.uk/


What’s  On  ? 

Chester Cathedral 
Thursdays at 1.10pm 

28 Apr Carl Bahoshy - London 
This recital is in aid of the charity 

Iraqi Christians in Need of Aid 

  5 May Philip Rushforth  

12 May Jonathan Eyre 

19 May Anthony Hammond - Cirencester 

26 May Andrew Wyatt 

Admission £5.45, concessions £4.50. 

Also 10 Adult tickets for £40.00, 

10 Concessionary tickets for £35.00.  
 

St. Asaph Cathedral 
Wednesday 4 May at 7.30pm 

John Hosking 
Resident Assistant Director of Music 

Admission £6.00 incl. Programme, etc 
 

Wesley Church Centre 

St. John Street, Chester 
Tuesday lunchtimes at 12.45pm 

26 Apr Chetham’s Sch of Music Pianists 

  3 May The Blech Quintet 

10 May Roger Fisher – piano 

Retiring Collection 
This the last in the series until September 

 

Ellesmere College 

Saturday 7 May at 3.30pm 

James Parsons 

Royal College of Organists 

Plays both the Shulze organ and the chapel 

Norman & Beard organ 

Admission £5.00 

Afternoon tea available from 3.00pm 
 

Hamilton St. Methodist Church 
Hoole 

Saturday 7 May at 7.30pm 

The Ernie Evans Memorial Concert 

Graham Eccles  
Organ and piano 

Songs by Angela & John Evans 
Admission  £7 in advance or £10 at door 

 

St. Andrew’s Church, Tarvin 
Friday 22 April at 7.30pm 

Organ Recital by 

Graham Eccles 

Retiring Collection  
Refreshments available 

 

St Giles Wrexham 
Monday 2 May at 12.30 

Bob Jones  
St Francis Chester 

Retiring Collection - Lunches available 

 

Organ Recitals Nationwide 
 details on  www.organrecitals.com  

John Nicholson Ireland 
 was born on 13 August 

1879  in Bowdon, near 

Altrincham, Cheshire He 

entered the Royal College 

of Music in 1893, 

studying piano with 

Frederic Cliffe, and organ 

under Walter Parratt.  

From 1897 he studied composition under 

Charles Villiers Stanford from whom he 

inherited a thorough knowledge of the 

music of Beethoven, Brahms and other 

German classical composers, but as a young 

man he was also strongly influenced by 

Debussy and Ravel as well as by the earlier 

works of Stravinsky and Bartók. From these 

influences, he developed his own brand of 

"English Impressionism", related more 

closely to French and Russian models than 

to the folk-song style then prevailing in 

English music. He wrote no large works 

except for a piano concerto.   In 1896 

Ireland was appointed sub-organist at Holy 

Trinity, Sloane Street, London SW1, and 

later, from 1904 until 1926, was organist 

and choirmaster at St Luke's Church, 

Chelsea. Due to his job at St Luke's Church, 

he wrote hymns, carols, Service settings 

and other sacred choral music. Among 

choirs he is probably best known for the 

anthem Greater love hath no man, the 

hymn tune My Song Is Love Unknown  and 

his Communion Service in C major.  Of his 

non liturgical music, his setting of John 

Masefield’s poem Sea Fever is perhaps  the 

best known of his songs.  From 1923 he 

taught at the Royal College of Music where 

his pupils included Benjamin Britten.  John 

Ireland wrote numerous pieces for organ, of 

which Ray Harper has available Villanella 

and Meditation on J. Keble’s Rogation 

Hymn.  Contact Ray on 

postmaster@rbh2hrb.plus.com 

 to order or for lists of the music he has 

available.  John Ireland died on 12 June 

1962 of heart failure aged 82 and is buried 

at St. Mary the Virgin in Shipley, near his 

home. His epitaph reads "Many waters 

cannot quench love" and "One of God's 

noblest works lies here".                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

DAC 
This is a medical condition, has just been 

officially recognised as such and has been 

given the "title" DAC. It is something 

which we have known about for years and 

we have spoken about it but generally in 

hushed tones either outside Church after the 

service or in the Church Hall over coffee 

and biscuits. Wherever it is a topic of 

conversation the common denominator is 

that it is discussed out of earshot of the 

minister who conducted the service. As far 

as I am aware there is no known cure and I 

don't know whether anyone of the research 

establishments is involved in trying to 

discover one or to help those of us (and 

there are many) who suffer from this 

problem. I don't want any of you to panic 

and start pestering your GPs - please do not 

go to A & E. The purpose of this article is 

to let you know that you are not alone and 

hopefully that will provide sufferers with an 

element of comfort. I think that in the short 

term we could consider self help groups and 

preferably away from Church. I think that 

meetings in the surroundings of someone's 

home would be a good starting point but it 

must not involve the clergy as this could 

cause problems. DAC is Double Auricular 

Clearance. It is not painful but it is a 

condition due to the simultaneous opening 

of both ear ducts. This allows sound to 

enter one ear and leave the other without 

any absorption thereof. Research into the 

condition has found that it is most acute 

during Bible reading and sermons.  
 

Hallgrímskirkja 
This is a Cathedral in Reykjavík, Iceland. If 

you put "Iceland Cathedral" in Google you 

will find, amongst others, a Wikipedia 

entry. This is really a most magnificent 

building with the spire height being 73 

metres (or 239.5 feet). This Lutheran 

Cathedral houses a Klaus organ controlled 

from a remote 4 manual console. There are 

102 ranks, 72 stops and 5275 pipes. It is 15 

metres tall and weighs 25 tons. Its 

construction was finished in December 

1992 and has been recorded by Christopher 

Herrick in his Organ Fireworks VII CD and 

by Mattias Wager on his CD Live at 

Vatnajökull. The Church is also used as an 

observation tower with lift access to the 

viewing platforms.  

 

 

Newsletter  Contributions 

Contributions for the May Newsletter are 

required before 30 April but much earlier in 

the month would be helpful.  Email 

appreciated but hard copy just as 

acceptable. It’s never too early to send the 

PO articles and the details of events you 

organise, the latter from the last week in 

May up to the end of June being required 

before 30 April, as are flyers (88 required) 

for inclusion in the May mailing. 

http://www.organrecitals/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bowdon,_Greater_Manchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Altrincham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_College_of_Music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_College_of_Music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederic_Cliffe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Parratt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Villiers_Stanford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludwig_van_Beethoven
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johannes_Brahms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claude_Debussy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Ravel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Igor_Stravinsky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B%C3%A9la_Bart%C3%B3k
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impressionist_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Trinity,_Sloane_Street
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Trinity,_Sloane_Street
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Luke%27s_Church,_Chelsea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Luke%27s_Church,_Chelsea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Song_Is_Love_Unknown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Britten
mailto:postmaster@rbh2hrb.plus.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shipley,_West_Sussex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reykjav%C3%ADk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Herrick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Herrick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compact_Disc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Reykjavik%27s-church.jpg

